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PEErAOE. 



When lie children of Israel had reached the borders 
of the land of Canaan, Mosea sent Bonie mea to go up 
and see what kind of a land it was, and to bring back 
some epecimena of its fruit. Among other things which 
those men brought, were aome bundles of grapes, so 
large and fine that they had to be carried on a pole 
borne on the ahouldera of two of their number. 
What noble samplea those were of the rich fruit that 
grew in " that good land," which Glod had promised to 
give to the children of Israel ! 

In preparing this little volume I feel as if I had l>een 
doing very much the same thing that waa done by 
those spies. I have been walking, as it were, through 
the pleasant fields of the Bible, and gathering speci- 
mens of its blessings. The Bible is a book of blessings. 
It is intended to make people happy in this life, aa well 
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Vm PREFACE. 

as in the life to come. It would take, not one book 
merely, but a whole library of hooka, lo tell of all the 
blessingB apokeu of in the Bible. If the few samples of 
them here presented shall lead any one who reads this 
boolc to love the Bible more, and to seek a larger share 
in the rich, store of Its blessings, I shall feel abundantly 
rewaided for the labor bestoned upon it. 

B. N. 
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« Blessed are the people that know the Joyful Bound." 
FsAuilxxiciz. 16. 

What a pleaaant tiling it is to go through 
a garden, fuE of flowers 1 Ab you walk 
quietly along, you can pluck one flower here 
and another there, til) you have gathered a 
beautiful boquet. And then how pleasant it 
IB to stop and look at them, and admire the 
beauty of their form and color, and enjoy the 
8weet fragrance which they yield ! 

We may compare the Bible to such a gar- 
den. Each chapter in this blessed book is 
like a bed in the garden. The precious pro- 
mises of the Bible are like the flowers which 
bloom, and the fruits which ripen in this gar- 
den. These flowers and fruits are very nu- 
merous, and very different from each other, 
but all very beantiiul. When we are read- 
ing and 'Studying the Bible, we are, as it 
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12 BIBLE BLESSINGS. 

were, walking up and down in God's flower- 
garden. And wlien we stop to examine one 
verse after anotJier, we are plucking the 
flowers and gathering tlie fruit that grow 
there. And in beginning another course of 
eermons for our Children's Church, I feel as 
if you and I were juat starting off, on a fresh 
walk, through the beautiful spiritual garden 
which God has planted for us in his wonder- 
ful book. We are going to talk about ^^Bible 
Blessings." I mean by this the blessings 
which the Bible brings to us. And while we 
are doing this, it seems to me as if we shall 
just be walking about in God's garden, and 
gathering a boquet of the beautiful flowers 
which are growing there. I hope we may all 
find a great deal of pleasure and profit from 
this course of sermons, or from this ramble 
through God's beautiful garden. 

Our first sermon will be on the words 

" Blessed are the people that know the joyful 
sound." 

Here the Bible is spoken of as if it were a 
trumpet, and those who hear this trumpet 
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HEARING THE GOSPEL. 13 

are said to be blessed. Let ue see, before go- 
ing any further, if we understand what this 
means. 

Now you know that the Jews nsed to 
have what they called " tlie year of Jubi- 
lee." This came once in every fifty years. 
Suppose that a Jew, in old times, had become 
80 poor that he had to sell his home, his 
house, and lands ; or suppose he had even to 
sell himself, as a servant or slave, which they 
did sometimes. Well, when the year of Ju- 
bilee came, the man who had sold his house 
would get it back again, without paying any 
thing for it. And the man who had sold 
himself into bondage, would cease to be a 
slave. He would get his liberty again for 
nothing. And as soon as the first day of the 
year of Jubilee came in, trumpets were 
blown all through the land. When the sound 
of those trumpets was heard the people knew 
that the year of Jubilee was come. Then all 
the people who had been obliged to sell their 
homes went back to them again, and all those 
who had been sold as slaves became free. 
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14 BIBLE BLESSINGS. 

We can easily understand, therefore, wliat a 
joyful tiling the sound of tliat trumpet must 
have been to many among the Jews, and Low 
blessed those were who lieard it. 

Now heaven is our Father's house, which 
we have lost by sin. And sin has not only 
lost us that house, but has sold us to Satan, as 
his slaves. But the Bible brings to us a year 
of Jubilee. It comes to tell us how we may 
escape from being the slaves of Satan, and 
get back to heaven, our Father's house again. 
This is the meaning of that beautiful Sunday 
School hymn ; — 

Blow ye the trumpet, blow 

The gladly solemn sound I 
Let all Uie nations know. 

To earth's remotest bound. 
The year of Jubilee has come ; 
Return, ye ransom'd sinners, home. 

Ye who have sold for nought, 

The heritage above. 
Can have it back, unbought, 

The gift of Jesu's love. 
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HEARING THE GOSPEL. 10 

The gospel trumpet hear. 
The news of pardoning grace J 

Te happy Bonis, draw near. 
Behold your Saviour's face j 

The year of Jubilee is come ; 

Bcturn, ye ransom'd sinners, hom& 

We begin oar courae of sermons on " Bible 
Blessings " by speaking of the blessedness of 
ha/ovng tke Bible. This is what our sermon 
is about to-day — The blessedness of hwoing 
the Bible. It is a blessed thing to have the 
Bible because of the evils from, which it saves 
«s. If we live till next month, we mnst have 
another sermon on this snbject to show that 
it is a blessed thing to have the Bible bec(mse 
of the benefts it brings us. 

" Blessed are the people that know the joy- 
ful sound." 

It is a blessed thing to have the Bible ie- 
cause of the evils from which it saves us. 

1 wish to apeak of four different kinds of 
evils from which the Bible saves us. And we 
shall see that each of these evils fiirniBhes us 
with a good reaaon why it may be said. 
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lb BIBLE BLESSINGS. 

" Blessed are the people that know the jojfnl 

sound." 

The first evil from which tTie Bible saves 

us is IGNOKANCB. 

Ignorance is to onr minds jnst like what 
darkness is to our bodies. It prevents us 
from seeing the things around ns. "When the 
sun is shining brightly, how pleasant it is to 
look ont on a beautiful landscape t We can 

see the green iields and the waving grain, 

the trees, the hills, the streams, and every 
thing. But suppose the sun should suddenly 
be taken away. Could we see any thing 
then ? No. All would be dark around us. 
We could see nothing. Now the Bible is 
like a sun to us. It sheds light on a great 
many things. If it were not for the Bible, 
we should be left in the dark on all these 
tilings. The Bible drives away this dark- 
ness. It saves us from ignorance. But we 
are so accustomed to the Bible, and the bless- 
ed light which shines from it, that we hardly 
know how to prize it enough, or what onr 
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HEARING THE GOSPEL. 17 

crinilitioii would be if we had never had it. 
If we want to know what a blessed thing it 
is to hear its joyful isound, we mnst look at 
the ignorance of some of the people who have 
never had the Bible. 

Sometimes when the missionaries of the 
gospel go to the heathen, to teach them abont 
Jesus and his religion, t'ley have to begin 
first to teach them the English language, be- 
cause many of the languages of the heathen 
have no words to express some of the most 
important things of which tJie raisei^naries 
wish to speak. Some of those languages have 
no word to stand for the " soul." or " life," 
or ''home," or "mercy," or "heaven," or 
" eternity." Now suppose we. lived among a 
people -who knew notliing about " home^ 
sweet home." That is, suppose none of us 
had any home. Suppose that we did not 
know that there was such a thing as merotf — 
or such a place as heaven % Suppose that we 
did not know that we had a ww^-and tliat 
we are to live afier death — how sad 'our state 
would be ! That would bo like being in the 
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18 BIBLE BLESSINGS. 

dark indeed I How dreadl'ul such ignorance 
would be I And yet if it were not for the 
Bible we should be ignorant about theae 
tilings, or left in the dark about them. 

But there are a great many other things of 
which people are left in ignorance, who are 
without the Bible. 

'Die people who hve in Hindoetan, you 
know, are called Hindoos. Tliev pride them- 
selves on their learning. They have no Bible 
like ours, liut they have a great many sa- 
cred books which are called Shaatere, or Ve- 
das. These books profess to teach the Hin- 
doos what they must believe, not only about 
religion, but about history, and botany, and 
natural philosophy, and astronomy, and geo- 
graphy. But a great many of the things 
contained in the Vedas are so foolish, that 
the people had better, a great deal, be left 
without any teaching at all, than be taught 
anything so silly and ridiculous. 

For instance, let us jnst see what tlie Ve- 
das, or sacred books of the Hindoos, teach 
them on the subjeetof geography. Now if I 
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HEARING THE GOSPEL. 19 

ghonld ask you some questions in geography, 
lilte tliese : What is the shape of the earth ? 
huw many miles is it in circumference ? how 
many in diameter ? what proportion of the 
earth is land ! and what is water ? what are 
the four continents of the eartli called ? and 
what are the names of the principal rivers 
and mountains ? some of the children even 
in the Infant School could answer them. And 
the cliildren who could give these answers 
are much wiser, on thissubject, than the men 
who wrote those sacred boobs of the Hindoos, 
or than the Bralmiins, or priests are who 
teach them to the people. 

On the opposite page is a re]>resentation of 
the Hindoo map of the world, or the system 
of geography wliich they are taught. It is 
very curious. On this map, or picture, are 
two circles, nie one on tlie left represents 
the world as iniiabited by men and animals. 
You see, on it, six long ranges of mountains, 
running, as we should say, from north to 
south, and two shorter ones, running across 
them from east to west. In the centre of 



.tec bv Google 



-2,0 BIBLE BLESSINGS. 

tin's circle is a wonderful mountain - called 
Meru, This mountain, tlie Hindoos Bay, ia 
made up of gold and jewels, and ia the place 
where their gods dweli. Meru is said to bo 
wif^ht hundred and forty thousand miles high. 
And what is more remarkable etill, is, that 
unlike all other mountains, which get smaller 
as tliey rise higher, this mountain is aa wide 
again at the top as it is at the bottom. The 
base is said to be eighty thousand miles wide, 
while the summit is a hundred and sixty 
thousand. This Mount Meru is supposed to 
be the centre of the earth. At the base of it 
are four othei- mountains which support it. 
!From these mountains flow out four rivers, 
represented by the waved lines on the map. 
And on each of these mountains is an enor- 
mous tree, eigiit thousand eight hundred 
miles high I This plain which lies around 
the foot of Mount Meru is said to he four 
thousand millions of miles in width I 

Outside of this plain is a set of seven seas, 
or oceans, which surround the earth like so 
many vast rings, or circles. These are rep- 
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IIEAIUNG THE GOSPEL. 21 

resented iu the figure on the right hand of 
the map. Tlie lirst of these seas ia of salt 
water. Then tollows a belt of earth ; then 
the eeeond sea, which is of the juico of the 
sogar-cane; then another belt of eartli, and 
tlie third sea, which is of wine, and so on. 
The fourth sea is of molted butter, the fifth 
of sweet milk, the sixth of curdled milk, and 
the seventli of fresh water. 

Now what a system of geography this is I 
And things just as foolish are taught in those 
books about the snn, and the moon, and the 
stars, and many other things. And yet the 
Hindoos are considered one of the most in- 
telligent heathen nations in the world. 

liut if it was only about geography and as- 
tronomy, and such like subjects, that we 
should be left in ignorance, without the Bi- 
ble, it would not be of so much consequence. 
But this is not aH. Without the Bible, we 
never could tell certainly whether we have 
souls or not. If we knew that we liad, we 
never could tell what was to become of them 
when we die. We could not tell whether 
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there is a heaven or not ; and if there is, 
how we are to get there. We eoald not tell 
how the world was made, or what is to be- 
come of it hereafter. Tiiere woidd be no sun 
to shine upon onr souls. We should be left 
like people who are groping their way in the 
dark. Tliere would be nothing for ua to do 
but to go stumbling on, all our days,— and at 
last to make a dreadful plunge in the dark, 
without knowing, at all, where that plmigo 
would take ua. 

But — " Blessed are the people that know 
the joyful sonrtd." It is a blessed thing to 
have the Bible, because of the evils from 
which it saves ns. The fir^ of these evUs is 
ignorance. 

The second of these evils is oppeesbion. 

I suppose you all know what oppression 
means. For instance. Here is a little boy- 
going out into the fields to fly a kite which 
he has just made. A big boy meets him, and 
threatens to beat him, unless he gives him 
the kite. There is no one near to help the 
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little boy. He is obliged to give up liia kite, 
and let the big boy take it. Tljat would be 
oppression. You might well say tliat that 
big boy was oppressing the little boy. And 
wherever anything like this is dono, by one 
man towards another, t/iat is oppression. 

In this country we have laws to protect 
those who are poor and weak, so that those 
who are richer and stronger than they, can- 
not injure or oppress them, I may be one of 
the poorest men in this city ; yet no man, 
however rich or great lie is, lias any right to 
come into my house, and take away anything 
that belongs to me, without my consent. If 
any one should attempt to do this, the law 
would protect me. I could have the man 
taken up and put in prison. 

But in many heathen countries, where 
they have never had the Bible, they have no 
laws to protect the people. The chiefs, and 
great men, can oppress the poor people, and 
take away their property, and even their 
lives, and there is nothing to stop them. In 
New Zealand, and in the Fiji Islands, the 
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chief of a tribe, or district, could entei tlie 
dwellings of the people, and if be saw any 
tiling that lie wanted, no matter how miicb 
the owner valued it, he would quietly take 
it himself, or send one of his servants to take 
it, and no one durst say a word. 

Now it is very sad to think of wicked men 
having such power over the property of oth- 
ers ; but it is still more dreadful to think of 
tiieir having the same power over tht Iveea 
of others. Tet this is the case in many hea- 
then countries. In China a father can do 
what he likes with the lives of his children, 
and there is no law to punish or prevent 
him. A missionary knew of a Chinese father 
who said to his wife — "What shall we do 
with our young son ? lie won't mind what 
we say. Let us put him to death." Tlie 
mother consented. They tied a rope round 
the poor boy's neck. The father took hold 
of one end, and the mother the otlier, and 
they pulled away till they strangled the 
child. The dreadful deed was well known 
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in the ueigliboi'hood, but no one took any 
uutice of it. 

There was a mini living in the city of 
JJiD^po, in CliJiia, who Ijiid two sons. One 
of them did something which displeaeed liis 
father. He resolved to get rid of him. Tlie 
next day ho ordered his two sons to follow 
liim to the river, Tlien tliey all got into a 
boat and rowed into the middle of the 
stream. Then the iather tied a large stone 
round the son's neck, and made hia brother 
assist, while he threw the wretched boy into 
tlie water, where he sank to rise no more. 
How sad to think of such things I 

But though boi/a aw. soraetimes treated in 
this way in Ci'iua, tlie ffirls are served much 
worse. There is no tellingwhat numbers of 
them are killed wiiile they are infants. In 
the city of Anioy there is a lai-ge place, full 
of water, which is called "the Girl's Ditch," 
Into this as many as a dozen iemale infants 
are sometimes thrown alive at one time, and 
no one takes any more notice of them than if 
they were so many kittens, or mice. 
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One time, some years ago, an Euirlish mer- 
chant was lodging for a niglit in the house of 
a chief, on the isLmd of Kow Zealand, A 
eervant girl belonging to the chief came in. 
She had been away, somewhere, for two 
days. Without waiting to ask where she 
liitd been, or why she had been away, her 
mistress told one of the men standing by to 
kill her. "Witii one blow of hie axe he struck 
her dead. In the evening ot the same day a 
large party of friends feasted on her body, 
and lierliead was given to the children lor a 
plaything. 

One day, several years ago, a chief in thia 
same island ordered one of his female ser- 
vants to heat a large oven, as he was going 
to have a feast for his friends in the evening. 
She did ao. When tlie oven was made very 
hot, to her great horror, her master ordered 
her to throw herself into it. Poor creature 1 
she begged — she cried for mercy, she threw 
herself on the ground, and clasped her cruel 
master's knees, and prayed him to pity, and 
spare her, but it was all of no use. lie waa 
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not angry with Imr. Siie had not done any 
thing to displease him, only he wanted to 
have a fuaat of hiiiriiin flesh. So he seized 
the poor girl, tiod her hands and feet, and 
flung her alive into tlie heattd oven 1 And 
there was no law to punish that wicked 
man 1 

But they have the Bible in Kew Zealand 
now. Tlie Bible has given tliem laws wliich 
stop this oppression. Tiie people of New 
Zealand liave heard the joyful sound of the 
gospoL Tliey can understand, much better 
than we can, vs-hat a blessed thing it is to 
hear that sound. It is a blessed thing to 
hear this joyful sound, because of the evila 
from which it saves us. 

The second of these evils is oppression. 

The third mil from which the Bible saves 

U8 is CE0ELTr. 

Wherever the Bible is not known, cruelty 
prevails, in many forms. We read in the 
Bible, that — " The dark places of the earth 
are fViU Qi the habitations of cruelty." Ps. 
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Ixxiv. 20. These dark pliicoa mean heathen 
lands. Wherever you go in hoathun lands, 
you meet with cruelty in one form or other. 
I know that this is not a pleasant subject to 
dwell upon. But we cannot tell how much 
we owe to the Bihle, or what a blessed tiling 
it is to hear this joyful soun^l, unless we do, 
in this way, look at the dreadful evils from 
wbicb we are saved by having the Bible. 
Aud oue of the worst of these evils is the 
cruelty whicli pi-evails in lands where the 
Bible is not known. 

Oue of these forms of cruelty is ^Ae o/'sr- 
ing of human sacrifices . 

Not long since there was war on the west 
coast of Africa. One of the tribes, before go- 
ing to battle, resolved to offer a sacrifice to 
their god, in order to secure success. They 
selected a little boy, about eight years old, as 
their victim. They dressed him in the nicest 
clothes they had, Tliey decorated his fingera 
ami toc3 with i,'(ilj rings, iind hung around liig 
neck greegrees, or charms. Tlien they placed 
lilni in a doop hole, v/ith his head just above 
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the gi'oiiiid. Tliu f)oor little t'ello-w ci ieil, and 
ecreiuiiud, but Tiobody minded liim. A gi-eat 
croM'd of men and women stood -round, and 
watclied what was done. They filled np tlie 
hole with earth and stones. They piled it 
up over his he. id till a great mound was 
raised above him, and then thej- left him, in 
liis living grave, to die a niiserahie death. 
All throngh At'i-ica such dreadful siicritices 
are offered from time to time. 

Another way in which the cruelty of hea- 
then lands shiiws itself is in the treatment of 
grants Jiy thevr children. 

In the Fiji Islands, when the parents of a 
family get old, the children will tell them 
that "it's time for thorn to be going." Then 
they will give them the choice of tlie way in 
which they may profer to die. The urinal 
ways are either by strangling, or bnryin^' 
alive. When the clioice is made, the tjimily 
and friends come together to assist in getting 
them out of the way. And when it is all 
over, they have a feast together in honor of 
the occasion. 
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In India, instead of burying tlieir parenfa 
alive, tliey carry tliein to tlie banks of tlie 
river Ganges, and leave them there to die. 

Some time ago, the aged tarher of a Hin- 
doo family was taken sick. His sons wanted 
to get him out of the way, that they might 
share his property between themselves. 
They carried him to the Ganges, and |ilacing 
him with his feet in the water, they left him 
there to die, withont any one to help or pity 
him. But instead of dying, lie got bettor, 
and niiiujiged, after awhile, to get back to his 
home. Instead, however, of welcoming him 
back, and treating him kindly, his cciiel sous 
ridicnled and cnrsed him ; they abused him, 
and drove him away from hia home. Tlio 
poor old man, broken-hearted at the condnct 
of his unnatural sons, went sorrowing back 
to the river, and threw himself in, and was 
drowned. 

And so we might go on to 8[>eak of canni- 
balism, or the eating of hninan flesh, and a 
great many other furms of ci'nelty which are 
found in heathen lands; bnt from all th(so 
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evils we are delivered, becitiise we :ire 
1 in hearing the joyful sound of the 



OrufUy is the third evil from which the 
Bible eaves us. 

The fourth and l^ut evil of which I would 
sp'-ak, from which t/ie Bihle saves us, is — 

IDOLATKT. 

I might speak of many things which show 
T18 how dreadful it is to be »n idulator, but I 
will only epeak of two. One of tliese is the 
character of the idol (fdh ; — the other is the 
hind of aacrijices offt-red to them. 

The heathen have a great multitude of 
gods. I will only take two, as specimens. 
The rest are all very much like them. The 
two, tliat 1 refer to, are the god Siva, and 
Kalee, his wife. Siva is one of tJie millions 
of fal-e gods worshipped in India. In a pic- 
ture, which I have of him, he is represented 
as having twenty-tive heads, rising up one 
above tlie other, in tJie form of a pyramid, 
and thirty-two arms and bands. Eaclt of 
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these tliirty-two iiands holds some weapon 
for punishing, or deetroynig. In one there 
is a how, in another an arrow, in another a 
sword— a knife — a knotted rope — a spear— a 
chih^ii sling — a red-hot iron, or some such 
deadly weapon. What a strange figure this 
isl I suppoFie the twentj*five lieada are put 
upon tliis god to show how iniich knowledge 
he has, and the thirty-two arms and hands to 
show how ranch ]iowor he has. But then it 
eeems that all this km-wledge, and all this 
power, are only employed (or the purpose of 
pnnishing, hnd destroying men. The heada 
arc intended to guide the hands in nsing t!ie 
weapons of destruction which tliey hold. 
There is nothing in anch a god that people 
fian love, but everything for therri to fear. 
Among all his many heads and hands, not 
ono of tliem is employed in helping or com- 
forting those who worsliip him ; they are ali 
intended to ala-m, and ternfy, and punish. 

And Kalee, tlio wife of Siva, is just what 
ire might e.N]ieet the wife of such a monster 
to be. She is represented us liaving four 



.tec bv Google 



HEARING THE GOSPEL. 33 

ariiiB. In one is a sword — in another is the 
head of a giant, and so on. Around her neck 
she wears a long necklace of human eliulb, 
while everything about her tells of cruelty 
and bloodshed. 

"What a dreadful thing it must be to hare 
to worship such horrible beings as these t 
When we kneel down to worship oar God 
and Saviour, we think how pure, how holy, 
how kind and good He is, and the very 
tliought of Him helps to make ua better. 
But to think of such a god as Siva or Kalee, 
would never make any body feel better, but 
only worse. 

The character of these gods shows what a 
dreadful thing idolatry is. And then the 
kind of sacrifices offered to them sbows the 
same thing. 

Some years ago a miesioiiary in India went 
with some friends to the temple of Siva, tlie 
god of wh oin we have j ust spoken, to see the 
people ofiering sacrifices. A great crowd 
of people were in the temple. One of the 
priests stood before the idtjl, with a sharp 
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knife in his hand. He was helping the peo 
pie to offer their sacrifices. And what were 
they i One man came up. The priest told 
him to open his mouth and put his tongue 
out. He did so. The priest seized hold of 
his tongue, and cut a slit in it with his knife. 
That was his offering. Another man came. 
The priest told hira to ur.cover the side of 
his body. He did so. Tlie priest pinched 
up the flesh with hia thutiib and iinger, ran 
his knife through the flesh, and thrust a 
stick through the opening. Tlmt was his 
offering. And so they went on. 

Some yeara ago, before the gospel had 
been introduced hito the South Sea Islands, 
they were halving service in an idol temple, 
on one of those islands. In the midst of the 
service, the priest stopped, and looked round 
upon the people. He wanted to get an of- 
fering that he thought his god would be par- 
ticularly pleased with. He saw a man sitting 
not far from the idol. He stole up softly be- 
hind him. "With one blow of his cinb ho 
broke the man'a-neck, and then he uiBtantly 
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Bconped out one ofliis eyes, put it on a green 
leaf, and presented that as an offering to bis 
god. IIow dreadful ! 

Some time ago, a rich mereliant in India 
had been unfortunate in bnaiiiees, and lost all 
his money. He thought his god was angry 
■with him, and that he must offer some great 
sacrifice to secure his favor. He went to 
consult a priest. The priest told hlrii that all 
persona who would offer tJiemselves, and 
what they loved best, to tlieir god, un a par- 
ticular day, would be eure to please him. 
The poor ignorant man believed the wicked 
priest. He resolved to offur the greatest sa- 
critice in his power. Wiien the day came, he 
lieaped a great pile of wood in his houae. He 
cut the throats of his three children, throw 
their bodies on tlie pile, and set it on tire. 
Then ho plunged the kuife iuto his own bo- 
dy, and flung himself upon the blazing pile. 

Such are the sacrifices offered by the hea- 
tlieu to their gods. Wliat a dreadful thing 
idolatry is, when we think of the character 
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of tlie idol gods, and the kind of sacrifices of- 
fered to them. 

'■ Blessed are the people that know the 
joyful sound " of the gospel. It is a blessed 
tiling to hear this sound, because of the evils 
from which it saves U9. 

We have spoken of fowr of these evils 
Thej?rsi is ignorance — the second oppression 
— the third cruelty — and the fourth idolatry. 

How thankful we should be to Jesus for 
bringing his gospel to us 1 Blessed are our 
eyes for the things which they see, and our 
ears for the things which they hear. How 
many kings, and prophets, and righteous 
men, in old times, desired to see the things 
which we see, but " died without the sight 1" 
If it were not for the blessed gospel of Jesus, 
we might, even now, he suffering from the 
ignorance, the oppression, the cruelty, and 
the idolatry of whicli we have been spealdng. 
How much do we owe to Jesus for saving us 
from all these evils 1 Shall we not mate Him 
an offering ? But what is the most accepta- 
ble rtfering we can make? O nothing like 
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those cruel, bloody ones wliich the bcatlien 
offer to their gode. So. Jesns says, " Give 
me thine keari." This is the best offering 
we can make. To love Him— to serve Him, 
and try to become like Him — this is the of- 
fering He desires. Let us all make this of- 
fering, 

Ar.d then, there is one other thing we can 
do. We can try to send the gospel to others. 
Let us resolve to take a fresh interest in the 
missionary cause. Let us do more, and give 
more, and pray more for it. This will show 
that we understand the meaning, and feel 
the truth of the text, which says — " Blessed 
are the people that know the joyful sound." 
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PsAiMlsxxis. IB. " Blessed are the pei)plH that know 
tlie joyful Bound ." 

Ih talking about these words last month, I 
tried to show you that it ia a blessed thing to 
hear the joyful sound of the gospel, because 
of the evils from which it saves us. I spoke 
of four kinds of evils from which the gospel 
saves ns. These were ignorance — oppression 
— cruelty — and idolatry. I wish now to 
show that it ia a blessed thing to hear the 
joyful sound of the gospel because of the ben- 
efits which it brings to ua. 

But who can tell all the benefits which the 
gospel brings to us ! Suppose some one 
should set you down by the sea shore, and 
ask you to count all the grains of sand that 
are lying on there , could you do it ? No. 
You might take up a handful of the sand and 
count a few hundreds, or thousands of grains. 
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but you would soon give it np, and find it 
impossible to count them all. And we shall 
iind it very much the same when we try to 
count up all the blessings that we owe to Je- 
sus, or all the beneiits that His gospel brings 
to us. Some people think that all that Jesus 
does for Hia people is to pardon their sine, 
and take them to heaven when they die. But 
this is a mistake. It is true indeed that to 
get our sins pardoned is a very great bless- 
ing. A.nd, to be sure of going to heaven, 
when we die, is so great a blessing, that if 
the whole world were oui-s, and we should 
give the world, with all that is in it, for this 
privilege, it would be a cheap price to pay 
for such a blessing. But these are not all 
the benefits that the gospel brings to us. Je- 
sus has brought us blessings for our hodies as 
well as for our sowis. He has brought blessings 
for ns in this world, as well as in the world 
to come. The fact is, that all the blessings 
we have here, we owe to Jesus. It was said 
of Jesus before He was born, " that all the 
people in the world should be blessed in 
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Him" And this is true. When Adam and 
Eve sinned in the garden of Eden, if Jesus 
had not promised to -die for their sine, they 
would have been destroyed, and then you 
and I never would have lived at all. So you 
see we owe our lives to Jesus. All the men. 
and women, and children in the world, yes, 
and all the animals too — the hirds in the air, 
the beasts on the earth, and the fishes in the 
sea — owe their lives to Jesas. If Jesus had 
not promised to die for us, this great globe 
on whieh we live would have been destroyed. 
Jesus died to save tlie world itself from dea- 
truction, as well as the people tliat live in it. 
A great many people never think of thif. 
liut it is true. We owe the bright sunshine, 
that lights up the world, to Jesus. The trees 
and flowers that make the earth look so beau- 
tiful, we owe to Jesus. The air we breathe, 
the strength we feel, the health we enjoy, the 
food we eat, the water we drink, tlie clothes 
we wear, the homes in which we live, and 
the friends we love, and whose presence 
makes our homes so sweet and pleasant— aZ/ 
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these we owe to Jesus, But some of tliese 
are benefits or hlessiiigs, whieli Jesus gives 
even to tlie heathen, who have never heard 
" the joyful sound " of the gospel. 

There are other blessing, however, which 
Jesus brings only to those who do hear tlie 
sound of the gospel. These are " The Bible 
Blessings" of whieh I especially desire to 
speak. I might speak of a great many henefits 
or blessings which the gospel brings to us, but 
I will only mention three. 

It is a blessed thing to hear the joyful 
Bonnd of the gospel because of the benefits 
which it hrinys to us. 



', of these benefits of which J would 
speak is — knowledge. 

In our last sermon I said that the first of 
the evils from which the gospel saves us is 
ignorance. And now, in talking about the 
benefits which the gospel brings us, it is pro- 
per to begin by speaking of the wonderful 
knowledge whieh it gives us. Knowledge is 
like light. It helps us to see things clearly. 
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anil to uiideratand all about tliein ; but if we 
were loft without knowledge, these things 
would seem to us just as if they were in the 
dark. For instance, here we are in this 
church. We have plenty of light here. You 
can see me, and I can see you. We can see 
the persons in the gallery. We can see the 
windows, and the doors. We can see the 
way in, and the way out. We can see every 
thing we want to see here plainly. But, sup- 
pose now all thi& light were taken away, and 
it should suddenly become dark, inky, pitchy, 
totally dark. We could not see one another 
then. But still we could fed our way into 
the aisle, and so on, towards the door, for we 
shouid know there were doors, and just where 
we should iind them. But suppose we had 
never been in the church before ; and suppose 
we were brought in here at midnight, and 
left here without a single ray of hght. Then 
we should not know where the pulpit was, or 
the aisle, or the windows, or the doors. We 
should not know how we got into the church, 
or how it would be possible for us to get out 
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We shonlii have no knowledge of tli3 church. 
We should be in the dark about it. And just 
so, if we had no Bible, we should have no 
knowledge of the things about wliicli the 
Rihle tclla na. We shonld he in the dark 
ab at them. We should be in tlie dark 
Mhout ourselves, where we eaine from, and 
where we are going to. We sliould be in the 
dark about the world we live in, about how 
it was made, and what it was made for. We 
should be in the dark about our own liearts, 
how sin got in thei'c, and how we can get it 
out. We should be in the dark about God. 
We should not know wliother He was like the 
gods that the heathen worship, or not. In 
regard to all these things, which it is of the 
utmost importance for us to know about, we 
should be entirely in the dark. We might 
go groping, and stumbling about, and trying 
to feel our way, but we never should suc- 
ceed. Nobody could give us any light, or 
knowledge in regard to these things. 

There are a great many things abnut which 
we can find out all tlie knowledge we want, 
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■withont the Bible. If I want to get a 
knowledge of geography, for example, I need 
not go to tlie Bible for this. And so, if I 
want to get a knowledge of arithmetic, or 
liisforj, or botany, there are other books 
besides the Bible, which wilt tell me all I 
wish to know, on tliese subjects. If a phy- 
sician wants to get a knowledge of some par- 
ticular kind of disease, and how it may be 
cored, he cnn find out all about it witliout 
going to the Bible. If a sailor wants to find 
out how to navigate a ship ; — or a farmer 
how to plow his field, and cuUivate his farm, 
he can get this kind of knowledge without 
the help of the Bible. If I want to learn how 
to build a house, or a ship, how to make a 
coat, or a pair of shoes, it is not uecessary for 
me to go to the Bible for light, or knowledge 
on these subjects. The Bible was not intend- 
ed to teach us anything about such matters. 
We can get all this kind of knowledge that 
we need without the Bible. But there are a 
great many other things which we should 
never have known at all, and about which 
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nobody, in the world, could give us the least 
light, or kiiowledij;e, if it were not for the Bi- 
Ijle. Suppose you want to know how to wor- 
ship, and serve God ; if there were no Bible, 
who could tell you ? Suppose you feel the 
wickedness of your heart, and want to know 
how you can get it changed, bo as to be made 
happy in this world ; let the .Bible be taken 
away, and who can tell you ? Suppose you 
want to know what is to become of you when 
you die, and how you can be sure of being 
happy forever ; if we had no Bible, where 
L«uld you get this knowledge ? You might 
read all the books in the world, and ask all 
the wisest men that ever lived, and you 
would not get the least knowledge on these 
important subjects. We should be in the 
dark about them. Nobody would be able to 
throw a ray of light upon them. But we open 
the Bible, and, like the sun in the heavens, it 
sheds at ouoe, a flood of light upon them alt. 
It teils us how the world was made, and what 
it was made for. It tells us how sin got into 
our hearts, and how we may get it out again. 
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It tells ua what kind of a God Jesus our Sa- 
viour fe, and liow we may serve and please 
Ilim, and enjoy hts favor here. It tells us 
what mu&t become of us when we die, and 
piiints out to us the path in which we mnst 
walk if we wish to get to heaven at last, and 
be happj with Grod forever. And therefore 
we niay well say—" Happy are the people 
that know the joyfnl sound." It is a blessed 
thing to hear the gospel, because of the bene- 
fits which it brings to us. The first of these 
benefits is knowleilije. 

The second ienejlt which the gospi'l h-ings 
to those who hear its joyfuL sound i* — pabdon. 

'I'lie greatest evil under which any body in 
the worll ever suffered is sin. And the 
greatest blessing, or benefit any body can re- 
cjive is to get rid of sin. Uut to get rid of 
sin 13 to have it pardoned. The pardon of 
sin is a blessing woi'th more than all tho gold 
and silver in the world put together. But 
perhaps some of you may be ready to ask, 
well, if the pardon of sin ia really such a very 
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great blessing, wliy don't people try more to 
get it ! This is a very proper question to ask 
just here. The answer to it is this : people 
do not value the pardon which Jesus brings, 
because they do not see and feel wliat a 
dreadful evil sin is. If they could only see 
this in its proper light, as God sees it, they 
would never rest, and never have aliy peace 
or comfort till they were sure of a pardon. 
When God apeake of sin, He calls it "the 
abominable thing that He hates." Now there 
are two things that we must do if we wish 
to know what sort of an evil sin is, and how 
great a blessing the pardon is that Jesus 
gives to His people. One of these things is, 
to look at what the Bible says ah&ut sin. The 
other is to see whai dread/td things -men are 
sometimes willing to mffer in the hope of get- 
ting their sins pardoned. 

Kow let us see what the Bible says about 
sin. Let us look at one or two of the things 
to which it is compared in the Bible. Some- 
limes the Bible compares sin to a burden. 
David speaks of it in this way wlien Jie sayss 
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Psalm xxxviii. 4, " Mino iniqtiitiea are as a 
haavy burd&n, too heavy for me." And Jesua 
Himself uses this comparison when He says, 
Matt. xi. 28, " Come anto me alt ye that la- 
hor, and are hea/oy laden, and I will give yo« 
rest." Sin is a burden to the soul, not to the 
hody. But we alt know what it is for the 
body to have to carry a heavy burden. Sup- 
pose you had such a burden bound upon your 
shonlders. Suppose it was so lieavy aa to 
bow you down so that you could not stand 
upright. Suppose, too, that it was fastened 
to you in such a way that yon never could 
take it off for a moment. You have to lio 
down with it at night when you go to bed. 
You get up with it in the morning when you 
rise. You have to carry it with you wherever 
you go. At home, in the street, iu school, at 
church, wherever you are, you are obliged to 
go bending, and staggering, and groaning 
under this burden. How dreadful this would 
be ! And if this were the oase with you, wliat 
would be the owe thing, which, above all otb- 
eii3, you would consider a blessing, and des>re 
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to have ? To get rid of this burden. That is 
true. And the pardon which Jesus gives is 
getting rid of the burden of sin. And wben 
we feel sin to be a burden, tlie pardon of it 
will appear to us as tbe gi eatest blessing tbat 
we can receive. 

But there is another view of sin in the Bi- 
ble. The sin which helo-ng» to our fallen na- 
ture is oompared to a dead body ; and we are 
re/presented aa chained to thin dead iody, and 
obliged to drag it about with ua wherever we 
go. This is what St. Paul means when he 
gays — Kom. vii. 24 — " O wretched man that 
I ain, who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death ?"— or, from this dead body. To 
eliain a person to a dead bodj- was one of the 
modes of punishment used bj ancient tyrants. 
Only think of being chained to a dead body, 
a ghastly, putrefying corpse, and never being 
able to get away from it, for a moment! 
How horrible 1 Why, the very thongbt of 
it makes one's blood run cold. Now, if this 
were your condition, what would you consiii- 
er the. greatest blessing, or benefit that could 
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possibly be conferred upon you ? You would 
say, in a moment — " take away this dread- 
ful thing 1 Break the chain that binds mo 
to it, and let me get away, where I shall nev- 
er see it again." And suppose that some one 
should come and offer to give you the finest 
house in the country, or even to make yon a 
king, and secure you a ci'own and a palace, 
would you he willing to accept the offer, if it 
was necessary tliat you should always remain 
chained to that dreadful corpse J Certainly 
not. But sin is just hke such a dead, decay- 
ing body. We are hound, or cliained to it. 
No one can break the chain which binds us 
to it, and set us ti'ee, but Jesus. lie does 
this when He pai-dons us. And if this is so, 
then it must be true that the pardon of our 
sins is the greatest benefit that we can re- 

But there is another thing which shows us 
what a great blessing this pardon is, and that 
is the dreadful things that people, who havn 
never heard ike joyful sound of the gospd, 
are willing to euff'er in th i hope of getting 
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ihdr sins pordoiied. We see this illuetrated 
by some of the cruelties practised by the bea- 
tlien ill the worship of their false gods. The 
people who have never had the Bible cannot 
fully understand how dreadful a thing sin is. 
Still tiiey know enough about it to malie 
them afraid of it, and lead them earnestly to 
desire to have it pardoned. They know no- 
tliing of the precious blood of Jesus which 
cleanses from all sin. Their religion points 
out no certain way to obtain pardon. And 
80, when those people are troubled about 
their sins, the priests tell them to do a great 
many painful things, not as a sure way to ob- 
tain pardon, but .only in the bare hope that 
these things may please their gods, and then, 
perhaps, they may pardon their sins. 

Sometimes they will make the people walk 
round the temples of their gods in shoes 
which have the points of nails sticking 
through the soles, so tliat their feet will be 
kept bleeding at every step. Sometimes 
they will tell them that they must lie, lor 
days and weeks and months, on beds covered 
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over with blunted iron epibes. Sometlmea 
tliey will cause them to have a hole bored 
tlirougli their tongues, and a email stick 
thrust through the hole while they make an 
offering to their god. Sometimes they will 
have a scaffolding erected before the temple, 
two or three stories high. At the foot of the 
ecaffold will be placed sacks of wool, flattened 
out, with spikes of iron sticking through 
them. Then the people, who wish to please 
their god, and secure a pardon for their sins, 
are directed to go up on the scaffolding, 
stand at the edge of it, spread out their 
hands, and throw themselves off, so as to fall 
on the spikes below. Great crowds of peo- 
ple will he watching them, who will clap 
their hands, and fill the air with shoots as 
they see the poor creatures fell on those hor- 
rible spikes. 

Some years ago there was a rich man in 
India who was trouhled about his sins, and 
wished to get them pardoned. The priest 
told )iim that in order to secure this, it was 
necessary for him to make a rolling journey, 
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to a particular temple, in a distant part of 
India. When lie arrived there, he was to 
set out a plantain tree, and wait till the fruit 
waa ripe, make an offering of th*e fruit to his 
god, and then roll hach again, and then he 
might hope that his sins would be pardoned. 
He resolved to do it. So he took hia wife 
and children in a cairiage, that they might 
ride while he was rolhng. He used to wrap 
a strong cloth round his head to protect it 
from being cut or bruised. Then he would 
roll himself along the road like a log of wood. 
Tliree or four miles a day was as much as he 
could make. Then lie would rest with his 
family, and start afresh tlie next day. His 
son would walk by him aud fan him as he 
rolled along. When he was approaching a 
village, the people would cojne out in crowds 
to meet him, and the musicians would walk 
before him to the temple in that village. He 
would roll up to the foot of the idol, and wor- 
ship him. Tlien he -would spend a few days 
to rest, and so go rolling on in his long jour- 
ney. An English missionary met this mau 
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when he was still a long way from the tem- 
ple to which he was going. He had then 
been more than seven pears on his journey. 
Yet he was willing to go rolling on, till he 
reached the temple, and then to roll all the 
way hack again, with the mere hope that, at 
last, he might perhaps succeed m getting a 
pardon for his sins. 

But the Bihle tells us that " Jesus is exa]^ 
ed to God's light hand, to give \>a.rdoa." The 
pardon that He gives is free. He asks no- 
thing for it. He gives it " without money, 
and without price." It is a. full pardon. It 
takes away ali our sins, and blots tbem out 
as a cloud, so that God has nothing against 
us, and we have nothing to fear, either while 
we live, or when we die ; either in this 
world, or in the world to come. What a 
blessed thing it ia then to hear tlie Joyful 
Bound of the gospel. It is blessed because of 
the benefits which it brings. The Beccmd of 
these benefits is — pardon. 

We shall only have time to speak of one 
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more of the hensjits which the gospel hrmgs, 
and this is — uelp. 

There is nothing in the worM that needs 
help more than a little infant. It is one of 
the moat helpless of all things. Tlie little 
duck can plunge into the water, and swim, 
as soon as it comes out of the shell. The lit- 
tle chicken, too, can run about, at once, and 
pick up its food. Ent the little infant can't 
do anything. It can't feed itself. It can't 
dress itself. It can't stand, or walk by itself. 
It needs help for everything. And when wo 
first begin to serve God, or when we become 
Christians, the Bible compares it to our be- 
ing bom again. Then we are spiritual in^ 
fants. It is the babyhood of our souls then. 
And we need help for our souls then, just as 
we do for our bodies, when they are in their 
babyhood. We need the help of Jesus, then, 
for every thing we try to do. This was what 
Jesus meant when He said — " without me 
ye can do nothing." The great difference 
between Jesus and other teacliers is, that 
they can only tell us what to do, without 
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helping us to do it. But He can do botli 
lie can point out the way we ought to walk 
iQj and then give us tlie help we need to 
eiialjle us to walk in it. And tliis is the most 
important of all things. Of what nee would 
it be to set a beautiful picture down before a 
blind man, and begin to talk to him about it, 
unless we could open hia eyes and help him 
to see ? Of what use would it be to play on 
the most perfect musical instrument that ever 
was, in the presence of a company of deaf 
men, unless we could unstop their ears, and 
help them to hear ! What would be the use 
of setting food before a sick man, who had 
no appetite, unless we could remove his sick- 
ness, and help him to get an appetite ? And 
just so I may ask, what use would it be for 
me to come here, and preach to you every 
month, to tell you what you ought not to do, 
and what you might to do, and what kind of 
pei-Eons God expects you to be, unless, at the 
same tune I could tell you where to get the 
help you need, to enable you to do what God 
expects of you? "Why, I might as well go 
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out to the cemetery at Laurel Hill, and 
preach to the dead. Tou liave no more pow- 
er of your own to cliange your wicked 
hearts, and suhdue your evil tempers, and 
love and serve God, than those who are dead 
and buried, have to come oat from tlieir 
graves, and return to the homes where they 
once lived. You need help to do this ; and 
not such help as your parents and teachers 
and fi'iends can give you. You need ]ielp 
from God. And it is a blessed tljing to hear 
the sound of the gospel, because it tells of 
Jesus, who can give us just such help as we 
need in trying to serve God, There is one 
promise in tlie Bible, about this very view of 
the character of Christ, which is very sweet 
and precious. It tells us tliat He is — " a ve- 
ry present helj> in over)/ time of need." It 
does not matter when, or where you need 
help, or what you need it for, Jesus can give 
it you. Let us look at some examples of per- 
sons needing help, and finding it in Jesus. 
I was reading the other day of a little girl 
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who was sick. She liad to take a doae of very 
disagreeable medicine, 

" Mother, is it bitter, and bad to take V 
asked the child, whose name was Amy. 

" Yes, my child, it is bitter," said her mo- 
ther, " but not very bad to take, if you make 
Tip yonr mind to take it, like a good girl." 

Iler mother took her in her arms, and held 
the glass. She did not eoas, or threaten, or 
promise her pretty things ; she wanted her 
child to be willing to take it for the sake of 
getting well. 

" Wait a miiuite," said Amy ; and clasp- 
ing her little hands together, she shut her 
eyea and said, " O my Saviour, will you help 
a poor little eliild to take her medicine and 
be well ? Will you please give Amy a miiid 
to do it ? Amen." 

Then she opened her soft blue eyes, and 
stretching out her hand, she took the glass, 
and swallowed the medicine. 

A lady had charge of a class of little boys 
in Sunday school. Every Sunday she used 
to give the class some subject to think about. 
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and wbicTi they were to find texts in the Bi- 
ble to prove by the next Sunday. One day 
slie gave them this sentence, " Jesns Clirist 
loved little children." The scholai-s -were to 
■HTite down, on a paper, all the passages they 
could find to prove tliia. Tlie next Sunday 
came. She met her class. There was a little 
boy in it named Harry. He was very poor, 
but a bright-eyed little fellow, always very 
attentive, and his teacher loved liim very 
much. 

" Well, Harry," said the teacher, " have 
you found the verses ?" 

" Yes, ma'am," said Harry, as he handed 
the paper. Tlien lie turned to the places 
whicli he had marted down in his Bible, and 
read them. His teacher was surprised to 
find how very suitable the passages were to 
prove what had been given to tlie class. She 
thought that if the minister of the parish had 
selected them, they could not have been bet- 
ter chosen. Tlien slie began to think that he 
must have had somebody to help him, so she 
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" Harry, did any one lielp you to find tlieso 
texts ?" 

" Yes, ma'am," eaiil Ilarry, His teaclier 
was pleased to find Iiini bo ready to acknow- 
ledge this, and not want to take the credit to 
himself. Tlien she asked herself, ' well, who 
could have helped him V She knew that his 
mother was dead, that his father was a wick- 
ed, drnnkon man, and tliat lie had no brother 
or sister old enough to help liim, Tlien she 
said to him, 

" Harry, dear, who helped yon ?" 
Tlie little fellow looked right np in her face 
and said in a moment — ■" God helped me, 
ma'am," Before he began to study his les- 
son, he had kneeled down and prayed to Je- 
sus to help him, and his prayer had been 
heard, and answered. 

One day Ilaydn, the celebrated mnsician, 
waa talking with two of his musical friends, 
about the best way of strengthening and re- 
fresliing themselves when they had been 
Muging a great deal, and were very tired. 
One of them said tliat nothing helped him 
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like a bottle of wine. The other said that 
going into lively company was the beat thing 
for him. They asked tlaydn what he did. 
He said he always went into hia chamber and 
engaged in prayer ; for that when he was 
weary, and troubled in his mind, he found 
that nothing was such a help and comfort to 
him as prayer to God. 

When we read about the martyrs, who 
were tortured, and burnt, and put to cruel 
deaths because they would not deny tlieir 
Saviour, we often wonder to onrsclves how 
it was that they could be so clieerful and 
happy even while their bodies were burning 
in the tire. If wo just put our finger against 
the stove, for a moment, when it is red-hot 
we know very well how badly it pains us, 
Tlien Low dreadful it niust have been to be 
burnt to death I Yet some of the martyrs 
went to meet this fearful death as pleasantly 
Its if they bad been going to a feast. Some- 
times they would hold out their hands in the 
liiuncs, and sing praises to God while they 
wtirc biirniiig. How could they do it t God 
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helped them. And if he can help men to 
sing while thej are burning, ae if the fire 
did not hurt tliem at all, then what is there 
that He cannot help his people to do i Oh, 
wlien you want help, for anything,, ask Jesus 
to give it to you. If you want to overcome 
sins J if you want to resist temptations ; "if 
you want to get wicked tempers changed ; it 
you want to be patient in trial and suffering, 
as Jesus was ; if you want to live so as to 
serve and please God here in tliis life, and go 
tc heaven when you die — you must pray to 
Jesus to lielp you. He has promised to do 
thifi. He says in tlie Bible, " / will /lelp 
thee." But if we want His help we must 
pray earnestly for it, and try to help our- 
selves. 

We have spoken ' of three great benefits 
which the gospel brings to us, and on 
account of which it is a blessed thing to hear 
its joyful sound. What is the first of these 
benefits i Knowledge. What is the second! 
Pardon. What is the third ? Hdp. 

My dear young friends, let ua try to jm- 
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prove tMa knowledge, and to get tliis pardon 
and help for onreelvea, and then we shall be 
truly happy. We shall understand what our 
text means when it says, "Blessed are the 
people that know the joyful sound I" 
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" Blessed ia he that oonsidaretli the poor.' 

Did you ever gu into a gj'innasiiim ? N^o 
doubt many of you have been. A gyrnna- 
Bium 18 a place for taking exercise in. lliere 
are a great many different things there to 
help people who want to take exercise. 
There are dumb bells, and clubs for swinging 
round, so as to stretch out the arms. Tliere 
are ropes and ladders to climb up, and par- 
allel bars, and springing boards to help per- 
sons in jumping. Tliere are pullies with 
heavy weights attached to them, for opening 
and enlarging the chest ; besides a great 
many other things. Now if we should go 
into a gymnasium, without ever having seen 
one betbre, we should know, from just look- 
ing at it, that the person who planned it in- 
tended it for oxercising the limbs, and pro- 
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moting the healtli and strength of those who 
should use it. 

Now the world, in whieh we live, is like a 
great gymnasium. It is a place which God 
has planned, and fitted up with everything 
that is necessary to exercise the hearts or 
souls of his people, and to biing into play 
the right sort of feelings. There are a good 
many things in the worki that God has put 
here for this very purpose. One of these 
things is the fact that there are so many poor 
people in the world, Jesus told his disciples, 
that there would always be poor people on 
the earth. Many people wonder why it is so. 
If you knew a man worth half a million of 
dollars, whose children were allowed to go in 
ragged clothing, and to live in a very poor, 
shabby looking hut, you would think it very 
strange. Now all the gold and silver, all 
the precious things, all the property in the 
world belong to God. Tes, and millions of 
times more than all thia world contains. O, 
how rich our Father in heaven is I And yet 
how very poor many of ilis children are I 
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Why, if our Heavenly Father pleased, He 
could easily give to you and to me, and to 
every one of His children ten, or twenty, or 
fifty thousand dollars a year. And He 
-would do it, in a minute, if He saw that it 
would be best tor ua. God lets His people 
be poor, not because he can't make them 
rich, for this would be a very easy thing for 
him to do, but because He has good and 
wise reasons why he wants them to be poor 
while they live in this world. One of these 
reasons David taught us when he wrote the 
words of onr text : — " Blessed is he that eon- 
sidereth the poor." There are some things 
which are a great deal bet'er than money. 
God's blessing is one of these things. Thia 
blessing is connected with considering tlie 
poor ; i. e., with thinking about them, being 
kind to them, and trying to do them good. 
Thia is particularly a Bible Blessing. There 
are no hospitals, no asylums, or homes for 
the poor in heathen lands. 

Kow I wish to speak of ihree reasons why 
it is a blessed thing to consider the poor. 
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Th^ first reason ia that rr is like God. 

David says, " Tliou, God, hast of Tliy 
goodness, prepared for the poor." What 
■wonderftil preparation God makes for the 
poor ! He not only provides for poor peo- 
ple, but poor animals too. It aays in the 
Bible that "the lions, roaring after their 
prey, seek their meat from God. He feedeth 
the young ravens when they cry." All tlie 
beasts of the earth, the birds of the air, and 
the fishes of the sea, are fed by God. How 
large a family this is ! What different kiiida 
of food they require I But God " considers " 
what they want, and gets it ready for thein. 
Some travelers lately went up a high 
mountain, fourteen thousand feet high. It 
is covered with ice and snow at the top all 
the year. No men could live up there. 
Even if they could stand the cold, they could 
find nothing to eat. But the travelers found 
some insects living there. God had male 
the mountain-top a home for them, and lie 
had provided them with plenty of food just 
Bach as they needed. 
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In preparing to lay tlie wirea for the mag- 
netic telegraph to Enrope Bome time since, 
it became necessaij to find ont how deep 
the water in the ocean wfis, up towards tlie 
coast of Greenland. The men who were 
sounding for this purpose measured in one 
place where the water was seven thousand 
feet deep. And yet, even at that great 
depth--about thirty-flve times as far down 
as tlie height of Christ Church steeple—they 
found live shell fish at the bottom of tlie 
ocean. And God had not forgotten them. 
Away down, under all tliat depth of water, 
God has prepared them the food they need. 
God is always considering the poor. Wlien 
He makes the sun to shine, and the rains to 
descend, and the dews to distil, He does it, 
among other reasons, that the grain may 
grow, and the fruits of the earth may ripen, 
on which both the rich and poor are depend- 
ent for their food. 

But then God does more than this. He 
considers the poor in a special way, and 
when He knows that those who love Hira 
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are siifFering for the want of anything, He 
takes particular pains to send tliem what tiiey 
need. Let rae show how He sometimes does 
this. 

A poor minister, with a large family de- 
pending upon him, was suddenly left with- 
out employment in the midst of a severe 
winter. The last penny had been spent for 
food, and the last morsel was put npon the 
table, malting a scanty supper for the hungry 
children. The poor mother went to bed 
with a sorrowful heart, when she thought 
that there was not a mouthful of food, in the 
house, to give the children when they should 
wake in the morning. The father kneeled 
down and prayed, earnestly, to God, telling 
Him their wants, and asking Him to supply 
them. 

But when the morning came, there was 
nothing in the house. The hungry children 
ci'ied for food, and their parents could only 
tell them they had notliing to give. 

" Put on the kettle, my dear," said the 
minister to his wife, "and spread the cloth 



.tec bv Google 



CONolUBRING THE POOB. 75 

as usual, and let us trust that God will send 
UB something yet." 

She did so. Soon the kettle was boiling— 
but still tliere was nothing to eat. The poor 
distressed father stood by tlie iire, and looked 
on his Imngry children, while his heart was 
almost ready to break. 

Presently there came a knock at the door. 
The eldest child opened it, and a gentleman 
handed him a letter telling him to give it to 
his father. It was opened, and found to con- 
tain several bank notes, with a few lines 
telling him to use tliem as he pleased. Very 
soon a nice breakfast was prepared, and that 
happy family ate heartily of the good things 
before them, while their hearts were filled 
with gratitude to God, who " considers the 
the poor," and who had heard their prayers, 
and sent them just what they needed. 

They found out afterwards that the gentle- 
man who left the letter, was going out to 
take a walk before breakfast. Just as he 
was leaving his house, it came into his mind, 
all at once, to leave some money at the 
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house of thia good minister, and he did bo. 
No doubt God sent His angel to whisper 
this thought to him. God considered tliia 
poor family in their distress, and then He 
prepared them a supply. And God is doing 
this, in one way or another, all the time. He 
never stops giving for a moment. He gives 
t« angels. He gives to men. He gives to 
all his creatures "life, and breath, and all 
things." And this is one reason why we 
should " consider the poor," and try to re- 
lieve them all we can : because it is like God. 

The second reason why we should consider 
the poor is because we can uaee them happy 

IN THIS WAY. 

And this is what God sent ub into the 
world for. God is doing all he can to make 
people happy. The Bible tells us that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, into the world on pur- 
pose to bless us, i. e., to make us happy. 
And when we learn to love Jesus, and try to 
do those things that please Him, we shall 
not only be happy ourselves, but we shall bo 
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trying to make others happy. And one of 
the beat waye of doing this is by " consider- 
ing the poor"; by tryinj^ to be kind to them, 
and to help them in their troubles and sor- 
rows. 

One day a poor man was going into the 
countirig-liouse of a very wealthy merchant 
in New York, ' As he went in he saw great 
piles of gold and silver which the clerks 
were busy in counting. It was in the midst 
of winter. The poor man thought of his 
desolate home, and the wants of his family, 
and, almost without thinking, he said to 
himself, " Aii ! how happy a very little of 
that money would make me ! " The mer- 
chant overheard him. " What is that you 
say, my friend?" he asked. The poor man 
was confused, and begged to be excused, as 
he did not intend to say anything. But the 
kind-hearted merchant wouldn't excuse him, 
and so the man was obliged to repeat what 
he had said, " Well, my good fellow," said 
tlie merchant, " and how much would it take 
to make you happy j " " O, I don't know, 
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sir," said lie, " but the weatlier is very cold, 
and I have no wood ; my wife and children 
are poorly clad, for I have been sick. But 
we don't want much. I think, sir, about 
fifteen dollars would get ua all we need." 
" Jolin," said the merchant to his clerk, 
" count this man out fifteen dollars." 

The man's heart was made glad, and he 
went back to a home that was made glad too. 

A.t the close of the day, the clerk asked 
the merchant how he should enter in hia 
books the money given to the poor man. 
He answered : " Say, ' For making a man 
happy, fifteen dollars.'" 

Perhaps that merchant never spent fifteen 
dollars better in his life. 

A great many years ago, not long after 
the revolutionary war, a benevolent-looking 
gentleman, dressed in black, and wearing a 
three-cornered hat, was walking along one of 
the streets in this city. As he went on, he 
saw a little boy, poorly clothed, who seemed 
pinched with liunger. Tlie little fellow 
eeemed as if lie wanted to beg, and yet waa 
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unwilling to do it. And that was the fact. 
Eia poor sick mother iiad been ohh'ged, for 
tiie first time in her life, to send her son out 
into the streets to beg a little. Tlie gentle- 
man spoke kindly to the child. He took 
him gently by tlie hand, and walked on with 
him. The little fellow told him the sad story 
of their sorrows: — he told him his father's 
name; how he had died not long before ; 
how hard his mother had worked to 
get them bread; how she had been 
taken sick, and what they had suffered since 
then. 

The gentleman told the child to lead him to 
their home. On his way there, he stopped 
at the grocery store, and ordered a supply of 
things. On entering the house, he saw, in a 
moment, that it was food the poor woman 
needed, more than medicine, to make her 
well. He told her that he was not a regular 
physician, but he thought he could do. some- 
thing for her that would cure her. He said 
he would write a prescription, which, if she 
would send and get, he felt pretty sure 
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would do lier good. So lie wrote the 
prescription, and left it on the table. Then 
he shook Smnds kindly with the poor woman, 
6poke a few cheerful words to her, and said 
lie would come and see her again, in a few 
days, and give her another prescription, if 
she needed it. 

When he was gone, the poor widow looked 
at the paper, and you may try to imagine 
what her feelings were when she found that 
it was an order for a hundred dollars, and 
signed by the name of Geoegk WAsniNCTON ! 
The great, the good, the noble Washington I 
tlie man who was always " first in war, tirst 
in peace, and first in the hearts of his coun- 
trymen," had done this bind act 1 What an 
honor it is to belong to a country of which 
he was the father and the saviour t How 
pleasant it is to think that the *' Bible Bless- 
ing" we are now speaking of — the blessing 
of " considering the poor," and making them 
happy, belonged to our glorious Washington. 
What a blessed thing it is to make poor, suf- 
fering people happy, as Washington made 
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that sick widow, and her family ! It seems 
to me that if God should send an angel down 
from he.iven to earth, and let him do as he 
pleased, the angel would want to imitate 
Washington's example by coiieidering and 
comforting the poor. Indeed, we know that 
when Jesus, the Lord of Angels, was here, 
t/tis was what Ue loved most to do. lie 
" went ahoiit doing good." 

The second reason why we should consider 
the poor, is, that we can make them, happy by 
doing this. 

The^ third reason why we shouW do this, is 

BECAUSE WE DO GOOD TO OURSELVES BY W. 

We may be very sure of this, because God 
has promised it. Just see what he says in 
the verse in which our text is found : " Bles- 
sed is he that considereth the poor : the Lord 
will delivei' him in time of trouble." And 
then there is another promise in the Bible 
whieh reads thus : " He that hath pity upon 
the poor, lendeth to the Lord, and that whieh 
he hath given, will he pay him again." If 
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we lend onr money to any one else, we nev- 
er can be sure of getting it back t^ain ; but 
if we lend it to the Lord, we may be perfee^ 
ly sure that He will pay us back, and always 
with good interest. 

Tliere is a story told of a good bishop who 
was very charitable. Once, when he was 
traveling, some poor people met him, and 
begged for help. The bishop asked hia ser- 
vant how mnch money they had with them. 
He said, " three crowns, sir," '* Give them 
to these poor people," said the bishop. Bnt 
the servant thought his master was too liber- 
al. So he gave two crowns to the poor peo- 
ple, and kept one to pay for their lodging at 
niglit. 

Not long after, a certain rich nobleman 
met the bishop. Knowing how charitable he 
was to the poor, he ordered his steward to 
pay two hundred crowns to the bishop's ser- 
vant for his master's use. The servant was 
ovetjoyed, and hastened to tell his master 
what had happened. " Ah," said the bishop, 
" if you had only had more faith in God, and 
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given the three crowns to tlie poor, aa I told 
you, you would have had tliree hundred 
crowns now, instead of two hundred." 

Thus you see how the bishop was blessed 
for considering the poor, " That which ho 
paid away, God paid hini again." He did 
good to himself by considering the poor. 

Two boys applied for a ])lace in a gentle- 
man's store. One was older than the otlier, 
and had some experience in the businesa, 1\q 
was a gentleman's son, and well-dressed. The 
other was the only son of a poor widow. His 
clothes were well meniied, hut perfectly 
clean, and his face had quite an honest ex- 
pression, which was like a letter of recom- 
mendation. It seemed most likely that the 
gentleman's son would get the situation, yet 
the merchant gave it to the poor widow's son 
in preference. Now let me teli you what led 
him to do this. 

The two boys came together at the hour 
appointed, and the merchant was on his door- 
step at the time. Jnst then a poor little 
shivering child crossed the street, and aashe 
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Stepped on the sidewalk, lier foot slipped on 
the icy stones, and she fell in the half-melted 
snow. The elder boy laughed at her sorry 
appearance, with the water dripping from her 
thill, ragged elothea ; hut the child began to 
cry bitterly as she searched for the four pen- 
nies she had lost. Willie, the younger boy, 
hastened to her side, and helped her search 
for the pennies. Two were found in the 
snow, the other two were probably in the lit- 
tle icy pool beside the curb-stone. "Willie 
bravely rolled np his sleeve, and plunged his 
hand down into the water, groping about till 
one of the missing pennies was found; the 
other seemed hopelessly lost. 

" I'm afraid that can't be found, httle girl," 
Baid he, pleasantly. 

" Then I can't get the bread," sobbed the 
child, " and mamma and the children will 
have no supper." 

" Here is a penny," said Willie, taking one 
from a little purse which contained the small 
stock he had. Then he made haste to wash 
offhis hand in the snow, and dry it on his 
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coarae white handkerchief. The other tmy 
looked on with contempt, and aaid, " You 
are a greenhorn in tiie city, MLster." 

But the gentleman who had seen it thought 
ditibrently. He determined to take Wilhe 
in spite of his patched clothes. Thus Willie 
was " blessed tor considering the poor." Ho 
did good to himself by it. He l^nt a penny 
to the Lord, when he gave it to that poor 
child, and (rod paid it back to him again. 

Nearly lialf a century ago, before the time 
of railways, when people traveled in stage- 
eoaclies, a coach used to run daily i>etweon 
Glasgow and Greenock, in Sc-otland. Oiie 
afternoon, as this coach was going by a place 
called IJishopton, a lady in the coach saw a 
little boy walking barefoot along the road. 
He seemed tired, and suffering with his feet. 
She asked the driver to take him up and give 
a seat, and she would pay for it. When 
they, arrived at the inn in Greenock, she in- 
quired of the boy what he had come there 
for- lie said he wished to be a sailor, and 
hoped some of the captains would take him 
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as a cabin boy. The lady gave him bftlf a 
crown, and apoke some kind words to bim, 
wishing him success, and charging him not 
to learn to swear or drink. 

Twenty years passed away. The coach 
was returning to Glasgow one afternoon on 
tbe same road. Among the passengers in 
the stage, was a sea captain ; and when they 
came near Bisbopton, tbe very spot where 
the kind lady took up tbe little boy, the cap- 
tain saw an old lady on the road, walking 
slowly, and looking very tired and weary. 
He asked the coachman to put her in the 
coaeh, aa there was an empty seat, and he 
would pay her passage. Soon after, while 
changing horses, all the passengers got out 
except the sea captain and the old lady. The 
lady thanked the captain for his kindness to 
her, aa she was unable to pay for a seat. He 
said .be always felt bound to help weary 
travelers whenever he could, because when 
be was a b 'y, twenty years ago, near this 
very place, a kind-hearted lady ordered the 
coachman to take him up, and paid for bia 



.tec bv Google 



CONSIDERING THE POOR. 87 

Beat. " All 1" said the lady, "I remember 
that day very well. / am that lady, sir ; 
but my lot in life has greatly changed. Then 
I was very weU off; but now I am left quite 
poor, through the bad conduct of my intem- 
perate son." 

" O, I am so glad to meet you again, my 
good friend," said the captain, shating her 
warmly by the hand. " I have been very 
successful in business, and am going home to 
live on my fortune ; and from this day I shall 
bind myself and my heirs to pay you twenty 
pounds " {i. e., a hundred dollars a year), 
" as long as you live." 

This lady " considered the poor," and you 
see bow she was blessed for it. She did good 
to hersdf at the same time that slie made that 
poor hoy happy. She lent her half crown to 
the Lord, and He paid it her again. 

Let me tell you one more story to show 
how God blesses those who consider the poor, 
by making their kind actions do good to 
themselves. 

Some time ago, three boys set out to walk 
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from a village in Holland' to the town of 
Ainheim, which was about nine miles from 
where they lived. The king of Holland was 
expected to arrive at Arnheim, and there was 
to he a grand procession in honor of his arri- 
val, and the boys resolved to go and see it. 
This was the reason of their going. 

They had not gone very far before they 
found a little girl, about three years old, sit- 
ting under a tree in a field, and crying bit- 
terly. Her dress showed that she belonged 
to a wealthy family. They asked her to toll 
them where she lived, but in reply to their 
questions, she only called on her mamma, 
and kept on crying. - They saw that the poor 
child was lost. They talked to her, and 
tried to comfort her a little while. Then two 
of the boys, whose names were Hans and 
Gussy, were not willing to stay any longer. 
They wanted to hurry on to the town, auii 
see the king. 

" But we can't leave this child here alone," 
said Fritz, the other boy. 

" Nonsense," said Hans, " she'll find lier 
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way home some Low, I daresay, rrovideneo 
will take care of lier." 

" But I think Providence has sent us here 
to take care of her," said Fritz. 

" If yoii stay here much longer," said 
Gusay, " youll be too late to see the king." 

" King or no king," said Fritz, " I'm not 
going till I see this child safe." 

" Good hick to you then," said the other 
boys, " we are off." And off tliey went to- 
wards Amlieim. 

As soon as they were gone, Fritz begi-.n to 
think what he bad better do. He looked all 
round, and presently he spied a gentleman's 
house away off from him. " Good," said he, 
" I'll carry her tliere, and ask them to take 
eare of her." 

" Come away, sissy dear," said he, " and 
I'll take you to your mamma." Then ho 
lifted her up in his arms, and carried her a 
little way. But though he was a pretty stont 
boy, he soon found that she was too heavy 
for this. So he set her down, and fixed her 
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on his back, with lier arras round his Dfiet, 
after the style that boys call " pig-a-back." 

In this way Le found he conld get on very 
easily, and the little girl eeemed pleased, and 
began to smile and chuckle. 

Aa Boon as Fritz drewnearthe gentleman's 
house, a beautifully dressed lady who waa 
coming up the lane, gave a loud cry. Then 
she ran up to Fi'itz, and took the child from 
his back. It wae her own child. She kissed 
it again and again, while tears of joy nm 
down her cheeks. The child, too, laughed 
and cried for gladness, and nestled down in 
lier mother's bomnn, and clasped her little 
arms round her neck, as if she was never go- 
ing to let go of Imr again. 

While tills was going on, a gentleman, 
elegantly dressed, came up from another 
lane, where he liad been hunting for the 
child. Behind liim was the farmer ; while 
from a third lane came the farmer's wife, and 
the maid-servant, and the man-aervant, and 
the cat and the little dog, all seeming to be 
excited at the loss of the little girl. They 



.tec bv Google 



CONSIDEBING THE POOK. 91 

all gathered round the happy mother, and no- 
thing was heard but expressions of gratitude 
and joy. Puasy purred aa loud as she could, 
and the little dog jumped about and wagged 
his tail to show how glad he was. 

All this time Fritz stood with his cap in one 
hand and his handkerchief in the other, with 
which he was wiping off the perspiration 
from his face. Presently the gentleman took 
him by the hand and said — 

" Ah 1 my good fellow 1 what joy you have 
caused us ! Where did you find her V 

" Over yonder in the fir-buah," said Fritz, 
(jointing to the place. 

" And did you carry her all that way?" 
asked her mother. " She was a heavy bur- 
den to you, I'm sure, my good boy." 

" I often carry a bag of rye to the mill," 
said Fritz, " and that's heavier, ma'am." 

" Take this and buy something for youi^ 
Belli" said the gentleman, offering hmiasilver 
coin. 

" No, thank you," said Fritz, " I'd rather 
not take anything." 
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" Why not ?" asked the gentleman. 
" Wasn't it my duty, sir, to carry the child 
]iome? I'm glad I've found you so eoon. 
I think I can still get to Arnheim in time." 

" So you want to go to Amlieim to see the 
king V said the gentleman. " Very good. 
We are jnst going there ourselves. Will you 
sit on the box with the coachman ?" 

Of course, Fritz had no objection to this. 
WJiile the horses were getting harnessed, 
the gentleman took Fritz into the house, ami 
gave him some cake and wine. 

Soon the carriage was ready. The gentie- 
man and his lady, wJtii the nurse and baby 
got in, and Fritz mounted up on to the l,ox 
with the driver. What a pleasure it was to 
him 1 He had never sat so high in his life. 
And what speed I The horses seemed almost 
to fly along the road. In about an hour after 
starting, they overtook the two boys, just be- 
fore entering Arnheim. They loolted dusty 
and tired. 

•' flallo I old fellows, how do yon do J 
Hurrah I " cried Fritz, swinging round his 
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cap as the can'iage flew past. It drove 
straight on under ali the flags and wreaths 
that hnng over the streets. 

The evening of that day, the three boys 
were walking home by moonlight. " Did 
you see anything, Giissy V said Hans. " Not 
a thing," said Gussy, " There was such a 
crowd I couldn't even see the king's carriage ; 
and I'm so hungry I can hardly teep from 
hitiug my tongue." 

" So am I," said Hans, " I was obliged to 
stand all the time behind a big fat farmer, 
who was about a yard above me. Did you 
see anything, Fritz ?" 

" Didn't I, though ?" said Fritz. " I eat on 
the top of the box of that gentleman's car- 
riage, whose little child I carried home in the 
morning. 1 saw the ting and the guard of 
honor, I saw all the soldiers, and the royal 
carriages, and everything. And every now 
and then the gentleman handed me up some 
nice calte, and before I left he made me take 
tliis," said Fritz, holding up a'handsome sil- 
ver watch. 
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You may imagine how tlie boys felt. Wlien 
Fi-itz went home that night he understood 
what David meant when he said, " Blessed is 
he tiiat considereth tlio poor." He found it 
was a blessed thing because it had done good 
to himself. 

Thus we have spoken of three reasons why 
it is a blessed thing to consider the poor. The 
ivrst reason is, that it is like God ; the second 
ie — ii makes 'hem happy; the third is — it 
does good to oumelves. 

Our sermon to-day is ahont something 
which we can all begin to do. It is not foi 
rich, only, but for the poor, too ; not for tiie 
old, only, but for tlie young, also. 

A gentleman, near London, once went to 
visit a poor woman who was sick. When he 
entered the room he saw a little girl kneel- 
ing at her bedside, wlio immediately went 
out. He asked the sick woman who the 
iihild was ? " Oh ! sir." said she, " it is a lit- 
tle anget who often comes in to read the 
Bible to ine, to my great comfort, and Mho 
has just left sixpence with me." On in- 
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quiring further, he found that the little 
girl was jK)or herself, and that the sixpence 
left with the sick woman iiad been given to 
tl>e eliild for a reward. She began to 
practice on the text with only sixpence. 
How very few there are but what have that 
much ! 

But considering the poor doesn't always 
mean giving tlietn money It often means, 
speaking kindly to them, and showing that 
we feel sympathy for tliem. 

A young lady in New Y-^rk had gone ont 
to take a walk. She forgot to take her pnrse 
with her, and had no money in her pocket. 
Presently she met a little girl with a basket 
on her arm, " Please, Miss, will you buy 
something from my basket ?" said the lit He 
girl, showing a variety of book marks, wb tch 
cases, needle books, etc. 

" I'm sorry I can't buy anything to-d; y," 
said the young lady, "but I haven't gc t a 
cent with me. Your things look very ] ret- 
ty." She stopped a moment, and spoke a tew 
kind words to the little peddler. And then, 
as she passed on, she said, again, " I'm lory 
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sorry I can't bay anything from you to- 
day." 

" Oh ! Miss," aaid the little girl, " you've 
di>ne me just as much good as if you had. 
Most persons that I meet, say, ' Get away 
witli you.' Bnt you have spoken kindly to 
me, and I feel a heap better." 

That was considering the poor. How lit- 
tle it costs to do that ! Let us learn to speak 
kindly and gently to the poor and tire sufibr- 
ing. If we have nothing else to give, lot us 
at least give them our sympatliy 

" Bpeak gently, liindly, to the poor. 

Let no hareh tone be heard ; 
They have enough they must endure. 

Without an unkind word. 
Siit'ftk gently, for 'tis Uke the Lord, 

Whose accents meek and mild, 
Besiioke him aa the Son of God, 

Tiie gracious, lioly Child." 
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'Hen shall be blessed in Him." Psalm Ixsli. 17. 



.tec bv Google 



.tec bv Google 



" Men shall be blessed in Him." Psaui Ixzi). 17. 

What an interesting thing it is to see a 
little infant! How helpless it is I It looks 
BO innocent, bo sweet, that we can't help lov- 
ing it. And when we stand by its cradle 
and gaze on it, we are ready to say — " Well, 
this is the teginniiig of another life." Be- 
ore that cliild lived as an infant it had never 
lived at all. This is true of all the infants 
ever born except one. 1864 years ago an 
infant was born in Bethlehem, who was dif- 
ferent from all other infants, in this respect. 
He had a manger for his cradle. But when 
he began to live, as an infant, thai was not 
the beginning of his life. He had lived be- 
fore he was born into this world. He had 
lived, not as a man, — not as an augel, — but 
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jve God, in heaven. He had hved, not fifty 
years,— not a hundred years, — hut thousauda 
and milliona of years. He liad lived before 
there was a single star in yonder eky ; before 
there was an angel in heaven. He had always 
lived. TJiere never was a beginning to his life. 
But when he was born into this world 
as an infant, lie beg:in to live in a new way. 
Before ciiat, as I said, he had lived as 
God. But when tliat remurkiihle baby was 
born in Bethlehem, he began to live as man. 
"What a wonderful tinng this was I It was 
the most wonderful tiling that ever happened 
in this world. The great God of heaven 
was born as a little infant I Sow could this 
be i I don't know. I can't tell you how it 
was. But it is just as true, as that you are 
alive. Suppose that all the water in the 
ocean were pressed together so that it could 
be put into the hollow of my hand. How 
wondeiful that would be I But still it 
wouldn't be half BO wonderful, as that God, 
who made all things, should become a little 
child. We never can get through wonder- 
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mg over thia. It is not sui-prising that the 
prophet Isaiah, when epeakiiig alioiit, it, 
should have said that " His name should be 
called womierfuV A great many things 
wero said about Him before He was born. 
One of these is spoken of in our lext. " Men 
shall he "blessed in Kim,?'' King David 
spoke these words more than a thousand 
years before the birth of Jesus. It tells 09 
in the New Testament that God sent His 
Son into the world to hUsa men. Acts iii. 36, 
And as we have our anniversary tbis year on 
Christmas, the day which celebrates the birth 
of JesHB, it will be a subject suitable to the 
day, if our sermon is about the way in which 
He Messes people : or, what Msus does for 
people to make the7n blessed. 

Everybody in the world receives some 
blessing from Jeans, The blessings He ob- 
tained for us are bo numerous that even the 
poor heathen, who have never heard of His 
name, have received some cf His blessings. 
But I wish to apeak of what Jesus does for 
His own people, for tiiose who love and serve 
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Rim, to make fho;n lilessed. I will mention 
three thinga which Jesus does to bless rliem. 

The first thiiKf Tin (Joes for them is to 

MAKE THEM WISE. 

It is a great tiling to be wise. But people 
may be wise in many diiferent ways. ■ Some 
men are wisu to make mo!iey, and others are 
wise to get honor. Some men are wise to 
build houses, and others are wise to build 
ships. Some are wise to cnre diseases, and 
others are wise to make interesting books, r>r 
to invent cuiious machines, tliat no one else 
ever thought of. Some are wise as generals 
to win battles, and otliers are wise ae rulers 
to govern states, or nations. Some are wise 
to do good, and others are wiae to do evil. 
But I do not mean any of these ways, when 
L Bpealt of Jesus making people wise. Tiio 
way in which He blesses people is by mak- 
ing them wise so serve God — wise to save 
their souIm — wise to get to heaven. This is 
tlie only true wis(ln]i). The Bible siiya this 
" wisdiim is r.iie principal, thing," "It is 
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more precious than rubies," and '* He that 
fi'ndetii this wiedora is liappy, or blessed." 

Suppose that you and I liad to go on a 
voyage round tlie world. It will take us 
three years to make the voyage. We can 
get no supply of provisii na after we have 
once started. The vessel is to aail in ten 
days. Tliat is all the time allowed us to lay 
up the provisions, and clothing, and otiier 
things necessary for the voyage. But, sup- 
ple, tliat instead of beginiiing at once to get 
a good supply of fresh water, and flour, and 
rice, and potatoes, and bread, and meat, and 
tea, and sofTee, and sugar, and such things as 
we should want, we spend those ten days in 
chasing bntierflies, and flying kitts, or in 
dancing, and singiikg, and going into com- 
pany. At last tlie ten days are gone, TJie 
Captain sends ub a summons to Cdme on 
board the ship. We are obHged to go. The 
anchor is raised. Tiie sails are unfurled. 
Tiie ship has started on her long voyage. 
But we liave made no preparation for it. 
Would it be wise for us to act so ? O, no ; 
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it would be very foolish. But suppose, tha-: 
instead of flying kites and cliasiiig butterfliee, 
we had Bpent those teti days, in sleeping or in 
reading, or in looking after our trade, or busi- 
ness, wonld that liave made it any better ? 
No, not a bit. The only wise tlimg for us to 
have done, would have been to pi-epare fin- 
that long voyage. Whatever'else we might 
have done till we were ready for that voyage 
wonld have been folly. If any body had 
. wanted to bless us, as persons who had a 
long voyage before ns, the only way of doing 
it would have been by making ua wise to get 
ready. 

And this is jnst our situation. We have 
a long voyage before us. We Btai't 
upon this voyage when we die, Wlien once 
started we never can eome back to get what 
we want. And there is no place where we 
can get supplies after starting. God has sent 
us here to get ready. Jesus has come to 
bless us in making us wise to prepare for 
this voyage. He says to all pei'ple — •' Seek 
first the kingdom of heaven." This means — 
get ready for heaven before you do anything- 
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else. But wiieu we see poople attending to 
their business, to anitisemeiits, or to pleasure, 
while their hearts are not changed, tlieir sina 
are not pardoned ; wliile they do not love 
Jesus, and they li;ive made no prep:tration 
for that long, long voyage on which they are 
soon to start, we need not wonder to find 
that the Bible calls them— fools. They are 
flying kites, and chasing butterflies, instead 
of preparing for their voyage. They forget 
their soiila, and think only about tlieir 
bodies. 

Not long ago, a mother was putting lier 
little girl to bed. The child was about tliree 
years old. Her mother !iad boen kneeling 
down by her bedside, and teaciilng lier to 
i-epeat the Lord's prayei-. After finishing it 
she rose np and was going out of tlie door, 
when the little girl cried out, 

" O, mother ! you have forgotten rnj/ 
»oul /" 

" What do you mean, my child V asked tlio 
mother. 
"Why— 
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" Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I prjy the Lord ms noul to k ep ; 
And if I die before I wake, 
I pray the Lord my aoul to take." 



She only meant to say that her motlier 
had omitted one of her prayers. But lier 
words seemed to mean a great deal more 
than this. " Ton have forgotten, my soul /" 
O, how many boys, and girls and men and 
women, are just doing t\i\&— forgetting their 
souls ! But Jesus teaches his people to think 
abont their souls, and get them saved. Tlie 
first way in which he blesses them is hy 
making them, them wise. lie makes them 
wise about tlieir souls. 

The second way in whinh he blesses them is 
hy making them, steoxg, 

I said, a little while ago, that there are 
different ways of being wise, and so now I 
may say there are different ways of being 
strong. Sometitncs people are strong in 
body. Samson was strong in this way. 
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What wonderful power he had ! He could 
take hold of a lion and tear its jaws asunder 
with his own hands. He could pull up the 
huge gates of a city with the posts and bars, 
and carry them all away on his shoulders. 
He could kill a thousand men with the jiiw- 
bone of an ass. He could take hold of rlie 
pillars of a great teni|ile, and bund them like 
young twigs, and tujuble the whole building 
down, just as easily as a child can knock 
down a house of blocks, or cards. 

Some poople are strong in mind. They 
can do a wonderful deal of thinking with 
great ease. Napoleon Bonaparte wasso strong 
in mind, was such a great thinker, that he 
could keep six pei'sons writing, and could 
think for them all just as fast as they could 
write 

And then some persons are strong m. soul. 
I mean by this that they have power or 
strength to do what is right, and to resist 
what is wrong. This is the strength that 
Je,sus gives to His people. I don't mean to 
say that He doesn't give the other kinds of 
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strength too, for all the Btreugth of any kintl 
tbat people liave comes from Him. But I 
mean that strength of soul is the best kind of 
strength, and Jesus blesses His people by giv- 
ing them thia. And this strength is very impor- 
tant, because tJiere is so much wickedness in 
the world, that unless we are made strong iii 
this way we cannot keep from sinning. 
Without this strength we sliall be just like 
wax, in the liiinds of l)ad people, and they 
will twist us into any shape they please. 
How much of this strength Daniel had, when 
ho wouldn't stop praying, even though the 
king threatened to put him into the den of 
lions ! And how much of this strength 
Shadrach, Mesheck, and Abednego had, 
when they would rather be thrown into the 
fiery furnace than worship the idol of the 
king of Babylon. A soul without strength is 
like a body without a back-bone. The b;ick- 
bone runs througii the body, like a pillar, or 
column, and snp|iorts it, Jf we hud no back- 
hones ourbodies would all fall in a heap, like 
an empty bag. We couldn't stand, or walk, 
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or work without them ; but with them, we 
can stand, and lift, and do what we please. 
It is a good thin^ to have a strong body, but 
it is a great dual better to liave a strong 
soul. 

"Mother," said a little boy, as he came 
Iinine from school one day — "I'm sure yon 
would like Toin Ashton, in our school." 

" Why so, Willie V asked his mother. 

" Bocause, when the boys want him to 
play truant, or swear, or tell lies, or do any- 
thing that is wrong, he gives, them such a 
ronsing — no !" 

Tom Ashton had hack-bone in his soul. 
Jesna had made him strong. It is a great 
blessing to be able to give "a rousing no" 
when we are tempted to do wrong. 

Some years ago, a boy, wlio was left with- 
out father or mother, went to New- York to 
get a situation in* a store. He was alone, 
and without friends, in tliat great city. He 
soon became acquainted with some bad boys. 
Finding that they smoked cigars and drank 
liq^aor, whenever they could get it, because 
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thoy thonght it was manly, he learned to do 
BO too. His name was Ohat'les Wilson. 

Oharlea had a pretty good education. In 
looking over the tiewspapur, one day, iiesaw 
an advertisement that a merchant in Pearl 
Streot, waated a boy of his age, and he went 
to the place, at once, to try and get the sitw 
atioii. 

" Walk into the office, my lad," said the 
gentleman, " and I'll attend to you di- 
rectly." 

When he had waited on his customer, ha 
came into the office, and took a seat near 
Charles, and looked at him, attentively, for a 
moment. While doing this, he saw a cigar 
sticking out of the corner of his coat-pocket. 
That was enough. 

" My boy," said he. " I want a smart, 
honest, faithful lad; but I see you smuke 
cigars. Boys who smoke soon learn to drink. 
I find from your breath, that yon have been 
drinking, too. You can go. You won't do 
for me." 

Poor Oharlea hung down his head asham- 
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ed, and left the store. He liurried back to 
hia loigiQg-placu, and tlirowing himself on 
the bed, he cried iind sobbud as if hia iieart 
would break. He thought of hia mother's 
last words, and how he liad neglected them. 
Upon her death-bed she called him to her 
side, and placing her thin, white hand on his 
head, she said : — " Charlie, my dear boy, I'm 
going to leave yon. Yon know what misery 
iind disgrace your father brought upon us 
before his death, by drinking. I want you 
to promise me, before I die, that you will 
never taste a drop of the terrible poison that 
killed your father. Promise me this, and be 
a good boy, Charlie, and I shall die 
happy." 

The scalding tears trickled down Charlie's 
cheeks, as he promised always to remember 
his mother's words, and never to drink any 
intoxicating liquors. 15ut he had broken his 
promise, made to his dying mother, and now 
he was feeling the sad effects of his fault. 
He thought of the test, "Be sure yom- sins 
will find you out." " I'm sure my sin has 
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found me ont," lie said to liimself. But he 
resulved not to go on in this bad way. His 
mother Imd taught him where to look for 
help and strength. So he rose from the bed 
and kneeled down, and asked God to forgive 
him the sin he had CHmiuitted, in breaking 
his word, and getting into those bad habits. 
He asked God to niako him strong to resist 
temptation, and to do right. And he prom- 
ised, by the help of God, never to smoke an- 
other cigar, or drink anotlier drop of 
li,«or. 

Thun he washed his face, and went straight 
back to the merchant. 

" Sir," said he, " you very properly sent 
me away this morning, for the bad habits I 
had been guilty of; hut sir, I have neither 
father nor mother, nof any friends in this 
city. And thougli I have not done what I 
ought to iiave c^one, and have forgotten the 
advice of my poor dying mother, and have 
broken tlie promise T made her, yet I have 
made a solemn vow, by the help of God, 
never to taste another drop of liquor, or 
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smoke another cigar ; and O, sir, it you'll on- 
ly try me, it's all I ask." 

Tlie merchant was eo pleased with the 
manly decision and energy of the boy, that 
lie employed him at once. And he never 
had reason to regret it. At the end of five 
yeai-s, Ohartea Witson became a partner in 
the business, and is now a wealthy man. 
Jesns gave him strength of soul to resist 
temptation, and to do what is right. The 
second way in which He blesses people is by 
making them strong. 

I wanted to show how Jesus blesses hia 
people by making them rich. I do not mean 
rich in gold and silver, but rich in better 
things. But there will not be time, so I pass 
this by, and go on to show, that the third 
way in whieh Jssus blesses his people is by 

M4KING THEM GOOD. 

No persons in this world can be good until 
Jesus makes them so. Sojuetimes we hear 
parents, and teachers, and even ministers, 
when talking to children, tell them, " that 
Jesns won't love them uulesa they are good ; 
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that JesTiB only loves good children." But 
this ia all wrong. It is not what the Bible 
teaches us. We read in the Bible that— 
" Jesus Christ came into the world to save " 
— not good people, but — " sinneva." Jesus 
said himself, while He was on earth — " I 
came not to call the righteous" — that is, good 
people, — "but sinners to repentance." He 
said again — " Him that cometh unto me I 
will in no wise cast out." He didn't say, I 
won't cast him out if he is good — but I won't 
cast him out however bad he may he; 
"though his sins be as scarlet, and though 
they be red as crimson," I won't cast liim 
out. Paul said that he was the " chief of 
sinners," and yet as soon as he came to Jesua 
he was pardoned, and saved. Paul did not 
try to make himself good and then come to 
Jesus, but he came to Jesus while he was 
" the chief of sinners," that -He might make 
him good. We can't make ourselves good. 
No one else can make us good. Jesus alone 
can do this for us. He blesses men, and 
women, and children, whose hearts are full 
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of sin, by faking their sins away, and making 
them good, 

A little girl, whose name was May Davis, 
came bounding into her father's library, one 
day. She threw her arms round his neck, 
and said — 

" My dear papa, I'm so very glad that I 
am your little girl t For to-day I walked 
home with Fanny Vale, to see her little kit- 
ten ; and Mr. Vale was so cross to Fanny, 
he scolded her for being late, when indeed 
she couldn't help it, and said it was a shame 
tor a girl ten years old to play with a cat. I 
know I am often very naughty, papa, but I 
should be ten times worse if Mr. Vale were 
my father. Oh ! Pm so very glad that I am 
your little girl." 

"How did your friend Fanny behave," 
asked Mr. Davis, as he kissed his little 
daughter. "Did she answer back an- 
grily V 

" No indeed,'' said May. " Fanny be- 
haved beautifully — a thousand times bettei- 
than I should have done. She told Jier 
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father she waa very sorry to be so late, and 
then putting down the pretty little kitten, 
she aaked if tiiere w:ia anything she could do 
for him. I don't see how she could be so 
good, do you, papa?" 

" Tea, my dear," said Mr. Davis, " for I 
know wliose little f^irl Funny is, and I ouly 
wish my little giid was a child of the same 
Father." 

" Indeed I wouldn't like to have Fanny's 
father for mine," eaid May, "and I don't 
see why you should wish such a tiling 
either." 

" About a year ago, Fanny gave her heart 
to Jesns, and now she is God's little girl j and 
that is what I (neiiu," said Mr. Davis. 

" God's little girl!" said May thouglitftiUy ; 
" and does He keep her from being oftener 
nauglity, and is that why she is always so 
happy V 

"Yes, darling; that is it," said Mr. 
Davis. 

" Tiieu papa," wnispered May, leaning her 
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head on bia slioulder, " I wish — I wish tliat I 
was God's little gid too." 

" He would love to have you for Hie 
cliild," replied her fatlier, " and will make 
joii His now, if you will only ask Him." 

" Bat I don't know how,"' said May, 
locking np sadly, " and besides I am not 
half good enoQgh to bo God's little girl." 

"Jesus says — 'Suffer UtUe children to 
come unto me,' " said her father; " He does 
not say suffer good little children, but all 
children, no matter liow naughty, if tliey 
only wish to be good. He will take my lit- 
tle daughter's sinful heart away, and make 
her holy, and good, if she will only ask 
Him." 

"ButisFarmy really God's little girl J" 
asked May. " Why, she lovee to laugh and 
play just like other children, and always 
seems so merry. Now I thought that when 
little girls became so very religious, they 
always looked grave, and didn't care to play, 
as I do. I knew they would be happier 
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when tJioy ciuue to die, but I never thought 
they would be happier now." 

" My dear May, do you remember the 
time last summer when you were lost in the 
woods ?" asked her father. 

"Yes, indeed," said the child, "I never 
can forget that day, nor how I cried til! you 
came and found me." 

" Well, my dear, did you enjoy the beau- 
tiful flowers, and the birds Chat sung so 
sweetly in the trees, better when you were 
lost, and wandering all alone, or when I had 
found you, and we were walking home to- 
gether hand in hand?" 

" Oh 1 after you found me, to be snre," cried 
May, " for then I felt so safe and happy that 
the flowers and birds seemed a thousand 
times more beautiful than ever before." 

" And just BO it is with little Fanny," said 
Mr. Davis, " onee she was lost and wnnder- 
ing far away from the path which leads to 
Heaven; but now she has an Almighty 
Father, who is always near, who is keeping 
her from harm, and guiding her to a brigljt 
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home in heaveii. "Wuuld you expect such a 
little gild to be always grave and ead ?" 

"No indeed, I should expect her to be 
just like Fanny, — very, very happy. And 
papa, 1 mean to ask God, before I go to 
sleep, if he won't make me His little girl 
for Ji'sus' sake. It will make me bo happy 
to tdink that I belong to Him." 

JSfow if little May kept her promise, and 
prayed earnestly to Jesus to make her His 
little girl, we may be sure that He heard 
her, and made her to know, and feel, that 
He blesses people by making them good. 

"Mamma," said a litth? girl to her mother 
one day, " won't you tell me how I can 
he good inside /" 

"What do yoii mean?" asked her 
mother. 

" Why, I mean that I don't have right feel- 
ings in my heart. Papa calls me a good 
girl, and so does Aunty, and most everybody ; 
bnt I'm not good at all." 

"I'm very sorry," said tlie motJier. 

"And so am I," — said Kitty. "But I 
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know my heart is very wicked. Why, 
mother when I was dressed to ride yester- 
day, and the carriage came to the door, you 
remember papa said there was no room for 
me. Well, I went into the house, and when 
yon came back. Aunty told you I had been 
very good about it. But she didn't know. 
I didn't say anything to her, hnt I went 
upstairs, and though I didn't cry, / thought 
very wicked things. I kicked the cushion 
about because I was so vexed, and I wished 
the carriage would upset, and the horee 
would run away I" 

And Kitty ended, as she had begun, by 
flaying — " Oh 1 Mamma, won't you tell me 
how I emi he good inside ?" 

Now there are a great mauy children, and 
grown people too, who are like Kitty. Tliey 
keep their lips from saying bad things, but 
they can't keep their hearts from thinking 
and feeling what is bad. Tliey can be good 
outside, but they can't be good inside. They 
can stop the streaui from rnnning on, but 
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they can't stop the fountain fi-uin flowing 
out. 

If we want to have the frmntain stopped — 
if we want to be good inside, we niiist get 
our hearts changed. And Jesus only, can 
do this. He says in the Bible, "A new 
heart will I give them, and a new spirit will 
I put within them." When Jesus nnder- 
takes to make people good, He always be- 
gins with the henrt. When tiat is made 
good, then we are good inside. If you can 
make a fountain pure, then you may be very 
sure that the streams which flow out from it, 
will be pure also- 
Sometime ago I went to the Navy -Yard, to 
Bee one of the big ships our government was 
building there. The tViend who was show- 
ing me about, asked me if I knew where they 
first went to wirk in building a ship? I said 
no. "Weil," says he, "the first piece of 
timber that is laid is the middle of the keel ; 
and all the rest is built up on that." Now 
the center of the keel is the vory middle of 
the ship. " Ah I" I tliougbt to myself, when 
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I heard tliia— " that is just what Jesns does, 
when He is going to build a Oiiristian. He 
begins at the hea.rt. lie makes that good 
first, and then, by degrees, Re makes all the 
rest good too. He makes his people " goiid 
inside" Urst ; and tlieti He makes tliem good 
onteide afterwards. 

" Men shall be bSessed in Him." 

We have spoken of three things that Jesus 
does to His people to make them blessed, 
Wliat is the fii'st ! He maJcea them- wise. 
What is the seeond ? He makes them strong. 
What is the third ? Ha makes them good. 

How tha/nhful we should he that Jesus has 
teen into our v:oiid! 

He Ciirae to bless ns all. If He had not 
come we never should have had anj' true 
■wisdom, or strength, or goodness. All these 
blessings we owe to Him, Wliat reason 
then we have to be glad that Jesus came in- 
to our world ! The birth of Jesus made the 
angels glad in heaven, although He did not 
come to bleas them. But He did come to 
bless us. Then let ns be glad, and rejoice 
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on aecouni of His birth. But tlie best way 
of sliowiiig our tliiuik fulness is to aak Him tn 
bless 118 by making ns wise, and strong, and 
good. Wiiat a very happy thing it will be 
for us, if, like little May, we pray to Jesus to 
make us His children. That will make us 
happy not only at Christmua, but all througli 
the year. 

And what a pleasant thing it is that we 
should bring an offering to Jesus to-day ! 
The wise men brought tlieir offering to Him, 
as He lay in the manger. We may bi'ing 
oure to Him, as He sits on His throne. Je- 
sus did not give money to us ; He gave Him- 
self. He shed His Idood for us. Shall we 
not freely give whatever He asks of us to 
show our love to Him, and help to send the 
blessings of His gospel to those who aro 
without them ? 

I was reading lately about a poor cottager 
in England who seemed to have *he right 
feeling on this subject. She had a number 
of bee-hives. They were very protitabJe, as 
she made a sovereign a ye,ir — that is, twenty 
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eliillinga, or five dollara — out of each of them. 
A little book fell into hor hands about tlie 
heathen. It showed how Jesus died for 
tliem, how He wanted them all to have the 
gospel, and wanted all who loved Him to 
help in sending it to them. And then it put 
this question — " Shall we refuse to give our 
money to this good object 3" "No," ;,he 
said, as if the book were talking to her — " I 
won't, for one." Then she set apart two of 
her hives, the money from which was to be 
Sold for the missionary cause. In sis months 
she had twenty shillings, which she took to 
her minister. Knowing how poor she was, 
he said to her — "Surely, my friend, yon 
can't affoi-d as much as this.'' She looked at 
Iiim a moment, and then saiii — "The Lord 
hath need of it, Sir— I ?mist afford it." 

Jesns came from heaven to bless us. "We 
are blessed in Him, Let us try all we can to 
send Nift game blessings to others. 
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" Thta sliiltbe blessed above all peopla." Debt, yii 14. 

Tins was spoken to the Jews. They are 
in many respects the most wonderful nation 
that ever existed. When we think of all that 
God has done for tliem, we see how true it is 
that they have been " blessed above all peo- 
ple." How wondeifiil their deliverance from 
Egypt was! They were a nation of slaves 
there, jnat as the negroes in onr southern States 
used to be. God sent Moses to Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt, to tell him to set tlie people free, and 
let them go. Pharaoh said he wouldn't do 
it. Gi^d said He would make him do it. 
And so He did. He sent the most dreadful 
plagues upon Egypt, one after anotlier, that 
ever visited any people. The water in their 
wells and streams was all turned into blood ; 
the land was lilled with swarms of flies, with 
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frogs, and lice, that came into their ] 
and covered their beds, and chairs, and ta- 
bles, and every thing. An army of locusts 
invaded the land, and ate up every green 
thing in it. Then there was a fearful disease 
thut destroyed all their cattle; — there were 
dreadful hghtniugs, and tliiinders, and hail- 
storms, such as had never been known be- 
fore. And at last, one awl'ul night, just in 
the middle of the night, all at once, the old- 
est child in every family died. There was 
not a house through all the land in which 
there was not one person dead. There never 
was such a night as that in Egypt. The peo- 
ple thought they were all going to die at 
once, Pliaraoh was frigiitened almost out of 
his senses. He let the people go, that very 
night. And tiien how wonderful tlie things 
were that God did for the Israelites in the 
wilderness I He opened up a way for them 
right through the sea. He spread out a cloud 
to cover them from the great heat of the sun. 
He sent a wondeif'ul fiery, cloudy pillar to 
go before them, all through the wildenu'ss, 
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where there were no roadri, to sliow them the 
right way. He rained theiu dowii bread 
fr^iin heaven^ every iiio.'iimg, for forty years. 
He made a stream of water gush out from a 
rock, and follow them all through that sandy 
desert wherever they went. How wonderful 
all this was 1 

And tlien when God brought them to the 
land of Canaan, what wonderful tilings He 
did for them there I He had a tabernacle or 
temple among them. There He used to comej 
and speak to them, and tell them what He 
wanted them to do. He was their king. He 
governed and protected tliem. He eent His 
propliets among them to preach to them, and 
tell them all about Ji-'sus, the great Saviour, 
who was going to come among them. "While 
all the other nations in the world were wor- 
shipping idols, they were worshipping tlie 
true God. Tliey knew the way to heaven 
when no other people knew it. And Ihus, 
you see, how well it might bo said of them 
that they were " blessed above all people." 

And this is not all eitlier. The Bible 
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teaches us that tliougli the Jews are now 
scattered ainimg all nations, jet God will 
gather them into their own land again. Je- 
rusalem will be the chief city in the world, 
greater iu its influence and importance than 
New York, Paris, or London, and the Jews 
will bo tlie moat honored and distinguished 
nation in the world. 

But some of jou may say, " "Well, we are 
not Jews, and if the promise of the text only 
applies to them, what good will it do us to 
talk about it ?" Very true, but this promise 
does not refer only to the Jews. It refers to 
Chi-ifltiana as well. It refers to all the friends 
of Jesus. It is true of all who love and aerve 
our glorious Saviour, that they are " blessed 
above all people." The subject of our ser- 
mon to-day \&—The hlessedness of being a 
Chrisiian. There are bo ninny things to say 
on this subject that there won't be rime to 
say them all in one sermon, We must have 
another sermon on this text, next month, if 
we live, in order to get through. But I wish 
DOW to speak of four things in which it ib 
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true of real Oliriatians tliat they are " blessed 
above all people." 

In the first plaoe they a/re so — in theie 

NAMES. 

And when I gpe!ik of the names of Chris- 
tians, I don't mean the names by which men 
call them, but the names which God gives to 
them. If you should take a list of the names 
of the Ghristians belonging to this church, 
you would see no difference between them 
and the names of those who are not Chi-is- 
tians. Among them both ym would tind a 
great many Smiths, and Browns, and Jonea, 
and such like. 

But if we look into the Bible we shall find 
a wonderful difference between the names or 
titles of those who are not Christians, and ot 
those who are. Where God speaks of those 
who are not Christians, He calls them 
"fools," — " wicked ones," — "children of 
wrath," — "cursed children," — "enemies of 
God," — "a perverse and crooked genera- 
tion," — " serpents, a generation of vipers." 
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Wljat a dreadful thing it is to think of the 
great and good Lord of lieiiveii calling any 
persons by Bueh names as these ! And then, 
after looking at these, how pleasant it is to 
turn and look at the names wiiich God 
gives, in the Bible, to his own people, to all 
who love and serve Jesus ! He calls them 
"His beloved,"— His "dear children,"— '-the 
excellent of the eartli,"— His "chosen ones in 
whom His soul deiighteth,"- " His lambs,"— 
I-lis " treasure,"- His "jewels,"—" the sons 
and daughters of the Lord A-lmighty." Jesns 
calls His people by all tliese sweet names 
now. But hereafter, He says they shall be 
called by "a name better than of sons and 
daughters; even by a new name, which the 
mouth of tlie Lord shall name." If I am 
really a Christian, 1 cannot tell what the 
name is by which I shall be called in heaven. 
But I know it will be a new name. It will 
he a beautiful name, at for that glorious 
place, and the holy, ha]. py company that will 
be there. And when we think of the pre- 
cious names by which Jesua calls his peoplfi 
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now, and the sliil more precious names by 
which He will call them hereafter, we may 
well eny of Ohristiam that they are " hlcesed 
above all people." lu their names they are 
thus bleased. 

Bu.t secondly, they are " Uessed above all 

people IN THEIR DltEBS. 

I don't mean the dress of their bodies, bnt 
the dress of their souls. Chrislian people 
wear the same kind of dress for their bodies 
that others do, but they wear a very different 
kind of dress for their soula. "We don't know 
what the soul is. "We only know that it ia 
that strange thing in ii8, which thinks, and 
loves, and which will live forever. When 
our body dies, we know that the sonl leaves 
the body, and goes out from it. We cjm'tsee 
it when it goes. Wo don't know how the 
ponl looks, or what the form or shape of tlie 
sonl is. Perhaps it looks Just like the body. 
Perhaps it has the same form and appearance 
as the body, only it ia not heavy, or solid 
like the body. If this is so, then, if we could 
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eee t!ie soul of some dear friend, wlio h,a3 
died and gone to heaven, we should know it 
in a moment, just as easily as we should 
know the body of that friend. And tliere is 
a particular kind of drees tor the son!, jiiat as 
there is for tlie body. We read in thoBilile 
that St. John saw the soula of some of tlie 
people rif Christ wlio had died. They were 
in heaven, wlien lie saw them, standing be- 
fore the throne of God. And when he saw 
those sonls they were all clothed. Yes, and 
their clothing was all alike. They were 
clothed in garments that had been washed 
and made white for thetn by Jesus, their Sa- 
viour, The Bible tells ns of a robe, or gar- 
ment, or dress, that Jesue puis on the soula 
of his people when they become Christians, 
tliat is, when their hearts are changed, when 
they repent of their sins, and believe in Him. 
This is spoken of, as a white dress, or robe. 
It is like that which Jesns himself wore when 
He was on the Mount of Transfiguration. 
Three of his disciples were with ITim then. 
They saw Hiin while He was transfigured, 
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and they liave twid us how He looked. His 
face was shiniug, like the sun, and his gar- 
ments were white as snow, so as nobody on 
earth could whiten them. What a blessed 
thing it is to have this dress on I There are 
only two kinds of dresses for the souk of 
people spoken of in the Bible. Oneof these 
is this beautiful white dress which Jesus gives 
to His people. The other is one which eve- 
ry body, who is not a Christian, must wear. 
It is spoken of in the Bible, as made of " fil- 
thy rage." It is stained, and polluted, and 
dreadful to look at. If we are Christians, if 
we really love Jesus, we shall wear the white 
garment which He gives to His people. If 
we are not Christians, this garment of " filthy 
rai;a" is the only one our souls will ever 
have to wear. When we die, and our souls 
go into the presence of God, they will have 
nothing upon them but those " filthy rags." 
O, how much aalmined we shall feel t How 
totally untit we shall be to go among the 
white-robed company in heaven 1 And yet 
we shall never be able to get rid of tJiose 



.tec bv Google 



136 BIBLE BLESSINGS. 

rags there. We shall never be able to get 
any other dress for our Boula to wear. 

But if we are Christians, if we reiilly love 
and serve Jesas, thi n our souk will wear the 
eame robe that Jesus wears Himself. Tliie is 
the most beautiful dress tiiat ever was. Jesus 
made it Himself for His people to wear. Ko- 
bcdy else will wear it but them. It will be 
more beautiful than the dress of the angels. 
Tlie Bible says it will be " of wrought gold, 
all glonous within." This dress is so beauti- 
ful that even God loves to look at it. It will 
never grow old. It will never wear out. It 
will never get soiled, or torn. It will be al- 
ways new, and beautiful. 

How true it is that real Christians are 
" hlesstd above all j>eoj?l6." They are so in 
theii- dress. 

But thirdly — thet/ a/re so in theie eola- 
tions. 

Persons who have relations w'lo are rich, 
or great, or honorable, are very fond of 
tliinking sbout them. K yon lived in England. 
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■where there is a queen and a class of people 
who are called the nobility, i. e. who are 
earls, and lords, and dukes, yon wonld be apt 
to feel a little proud if the qneen were your 
aunt, or cousin, or if some great lord or duke 
was a relation of yours. Almost eyery body 
would feel so, more or less. But if you are a 
Christ an, if you really love Jesus, you are 
much better off than this. Ton have richer 
and more honorable relations than if Queen 
Victoria were your aunt, or sister, or mother, 
or, than if tbe Duke of Brunswick, or of 
Marlborough, were your first cousin. If you 
are a Christian, Gnd is your father. Ton be- 
long to (rod's family. Tliat is the richest, 
and the best, and the most honorable family, 
in this world, or in all tlie universe. Jesus is 
your elder brother. Heaven is your home. 
The angels of heaven are all your relations — 
they are, as it were, your first cousins. And 
they are very kind, useful sort of cousins too. 
They are all the time waiting upon you, and 
trying to do yon good. The Bible tells us 
*' they are all ministering spirits " — that 
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means, a kind of servants — to those who love 
Jesus. Now if this is so, then if we are true 
Christians, we have nmre cause to feel — (I 
will not say pvoud ; — Oh, no, no, not proud, 
— hat)— thankful, on aceountof our relations, 
tlian if we were connected by birth, or by 
marriage, with the Iiighest nobility in the 
world. 

I was reading lately of a very good answer 
made by a little boy in England, who after- 
wards became a very distinguished minister 
of tlie gospel. One of liie schoolmates was 
boasting, one day, about the number of rich 
and noble relations that he had. Then he 
asbod the future minister "if there were any 
lords in his fajnily ?" " Yes," said the little 
fellow, " I know there is one at least, for I 
have often heard my motlier say, that the 
Zord Jesus Christ is our elder brother." 

And when we are in trouble, or distress, 
what a real comfort it is to have a relation 
who is able and willing to helji us I 

Some years ago a poor Austrian officer 
who was very sick, arrived at a towu in Ger- 
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manywhicli was eelebrated for its batha; and 
crowds of sick people were constantly coming 
there, witli the hope of being cured of their 
various diseases. 

The officer seemed very feeble, anij It was 
not likely that he would live very long. He 
applied for lodging at several of the hotels, 
but they wonldu't take him in, because they 
were afraid he might die in the house. Pres- 
ently he came to the last hotel where he 
could hojie to get a room, but he was told 
again that there was none vacant. The poor 
eoldier was greatly distressed. He knew not 
what to do. But juat then a gentleman who 
was living in the hotel, and who had iieard 
the answer given by the landlord, stepped 
forward, and said — 

" This officer is a relation of mine, and I 
will sliare my room with liim. He may have 
my bed, and I can sleep on the sofa." 

The landlord couldn't make any objection 
to this, and so the poor sick soldier wiis car- 
ried to the room of the gentleman who had 
claimed him as a relation. When he had 
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rested a few momenta, and recovered his 
strength a little, his first question was— 

"May I aak your name, my kind friend? 
How are you related to me ? On which side ! 
— throngh my father, or my mother!" 

"I am related to you," said the gentle 
man, "through our Lord Jeans Christ, who 
has taught me that every suffering man is 
my brother, and that I should do to him aa I 
wonld like to have him do to me." 

How kind and pleasant thiit was ! This ia 
just the way in which Jusub would have us 
all act. And this is just the way in whicii 
He is acting all the time to His people, who 
are Hia poor relations. He tells us all to 
" call on Him in the day of trouble, and He 
will hear us." Hu is called in the Bib'e the 
"brother bom for advereity," "the friend 
that sticketh closer than a brother !" 

And the best thing about the Christian's 
relations ie that he can never lo?e them. The 
Bible tells ub that " nothing can separate us 
from the love of Clirist." Jesus says to Hia 
relations that He " will never leave tlieni, 
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nor for-iake tliein," The dearest relationa 
that we have, in this world, are sure to be 
separated frou us by (ieath. And somiitimes 
this separation comes very suddenly, and un 
expected ly. 

Some years ago there was a family by the. 
nauieof Wiiislow, Hvliitr on the I4e of Wight 
in EngliLiid. The. f[.ni!y c.msisted of Mr. 
and Mrs, Winsluw, and one little girl called 
Lilly. Ml', Winslow had come over to this 
coimtry to buy a fann, intending, when he 
had got it all in nice order, to go back and 
bring his family over to live on the farm. He 
had written to his wife that every thing was 
ready, and that lie hoped to be at home abont, 
Christmas. But Chris'inae came, and went 
withont his coming. Day after day, and 
week after week passed by, but still he did 
not come. His family became very anxious 
abont him, till at last, the sad, sad tidings 
reached them, one day, that the vessel had 
been wrecked, and iill on board, except three 
sailors, were drowned. What a dreadful 
blow that was to Mrs. Winslow and lier little 
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daiigliter I That iliiy was the saddesf day 
they had ever known. We can imagine 
■what theii- Borrow was over their great 
loss. 

Well, at the close of the first day of their 
affliction, little Liily kneeled down by her 
mother's aide to Bay her prayers, as she was 
accustomed to do. Her mother was wenp- 
ing, and the tears were streaming down 
Lilly's own cheehs, as she tried, between her 
Bohe, to pay the words she had been used to 
say fn>m the time she had learned to speak. 
Presently, almost before she knew it, she 
fonnd herself paying^ — "God bless my dear 
father." Her poor mother nftered a lond 
cry. "O, Lilly, my darling," she sa'd, 
"don't say that any more. Yon have no 
fatlier now." This stopped the poor child. 
She didn't know what to say next. Bnt, iis 
slie had always been in the habit of finishing 
with the Lord's prayer, she thonL'bt she 
would nse that. So she bog^n with those 
sweet and tender wordi'— '■ Our Father who 
mt in heaven?'' How beautiful those words 
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eeemed to Lilly then I She thought slu: 
had never nnderstood their meaning, oc felt 
Jiow sacred they were, as she did that night. 
She stopped awhile. Tlien she said tliein 
over again. She eaiil them tlie third time — 
" Our Father wlio art in heaven." Then she 
looked np into her motlier'a sorrowing face, 
and said — " Oh 1 Mother we have a Father 
jet. God is our Fatlier. Jesus said so. lie 
told ns to pray to "Our Father in haven." 
Tlien she said tliese precious words over 
once more. She couldn't say any 'more of 
the prayer. This was enongh. What com- 
fort that poor sorrowing child, and her 
widowed motJier found in the thought that 
tliey had a Father in heaven who couldn't 
be drowned — who never would die; — a denr 
kind relative who never eoiild be taken 
away froui them. And as Lilly fell asleep 
that nijiht, these sweet words were lingering 
on her lips — "Our Father who art in 
heaven." 

The people of Christ are " blessed above 
all people," in their /vlatioJis. 
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The, fourth thing in which they are Messed 
above all people is — in th^ir kiches. 

It is said of Jesue, oiii' Saviour, tliat 
" though He was rich " — before he c:ime into 
this world, "yet for our sakes He became 
poor, that we," His people, " tbroiigli His 
poverty might be rich." Jesus came into 
this world on purpose to make his people 
rich. He says, in ony place in the New 
Testament, that He wil! give Hia people — 
"gold, fine gold, gold tried in tlie fire, that 
they may be rich." Rev, iii. 18. But it is 
not the gold and silver of this world that 
Jesus promises to give his people. It is the 
gold aad silver of lieavei) that Jesne makes 
Hie people rich witli. This heavenly gold 
and silver means the grace and blessing of 
God. Those who have this kind of riches 
are blessed above all people for two reasons ; 
one is tlieir riches can always maks them 
happy ; the other is they will last for>. ver. 

The people of Chi-ist are blessed above all 
people Ml homing riches that can always 
make them, happy. The riches that people 
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get in this W"rld cannot make them happy. 
When Stephen Girard was alive hw was 
the richeet man in this city. But you may 
judge how happy he was, from what he 
wi-ote to a friend one day. 

" As for myself," eaid he, " I live like a 
slave. I am constantly occupied tlirongh 
the day, and often pass the whole night 
without being able to sleep. I am worn out 
with the care of my property. If I can only- 
keep busy all day, and sleep all night, this is 
my highest happiness." Certainly that waa 
a very poor kind of happiness. 

How often we bear a person say — " Oh, 1 
wish I was rich! If I were only rich I 
should be so happy I" Tliis is a great mis- 
taku. The richest person in the world now, 
it is said, is Mr. RoUiechild, the great Jewish 
banker of London. AH the kings in Europe 
bon-ow money from him. One day a person 
said to him, "Youranst be a happy man, 
Mr. Rothschild ?" 

" Happy I" said he—" I happy ! why, the 
other day, when I was sitting down to din- 
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uer, I received a note from some person 
telling me that if I didn't lend him five 
luindred pounds he would blow my brains 
out. And I am afraid to go to sleep at 
night without having loaded pistols under 
my pillow. How can I be happy under 
these circumstances?" 

Here you see from two of the richest men 
that ever lived, that the riches of this world, 
and happiness do not go together. 

Now let me show you one who had none 
of the riches of this world, but whom Jesua 
had made rich with his grace or blessing, 
and that made him happy. 

One windy afternoon, a gentleman went 
with a friend to visit the alms-house, in his 
neighborhood. There, sitting before a little 
iire, was a very aged man. He was almost 
deaf. His clothes were very poor, and ha 
was so afiicted with the palsy, that his limbs 
were shaking all the time, and one of hi8 
wooden shoes kept a constant pattering on 
tlie brick floor. But poor, and deaf, and sick. 
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and almost helpless as he was, it turned out 
that lie was happy. 

" What are you doing, Wisby V said tho 
gentleman to him in a loud voice. 

" I am waiting, Sir," was the reply. 

" And wliat are you waiting for ?" 

" I am waiting for the appearing of my 
Loi'd and Saviour," said he. 

•'And what makes you wish for Ilia 
appearing?" asked the gentleman. 

" Because," said he, " I expect great riches 
then." 

To see if he undei-stood what he was 
spealdng abont, the gentleman said, 

" What do you expect tJien, Wiaby, and 
why do you expect it?" Tlie old man, by 
degrees put on his spectacles, and opening 
the big Bible on the table near him, and 
turning to 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8 — he read : — " Tho 
time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought a good fight, I have linished my 
course, I have tept the faith ; hencefocth 
there is laid up for me a cnnwn of rielireous- 
nees which the lord, the righteous Judge 
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will give me at that day ; and not to me 
only, but unU) aU them also that love Mis 
appearing?'' 

Here was an old man with none of the 
riclies of this world ; — poor, aiid deiif, — 
shaken with the palsy, with no lioine of his 
own, living in an alms-house, and yet made 
entirely happy by the riches which Jesus 
gives. The people of Christ are blessed 
above all people in having riches that can 
always make them happy. 

And they are biessed above all people, too, 
in having riches that will last former. 

A man may be rich in the things of this 
world to-day, and poor to-moi-row. The 
Bible says " riches take to themselves wings 
and flee away." This is hke comparing 
riches to a flock of birds, which Hght on a 
man's farm to-day, and to-morrow they are 
gone. 

When I see a spider it often reminds mo 
of rich men. Look at that spider ! Solomon 
says, "Thu spider taketh. hold with her 
hands, and is in kings' paiaee?." How ear- 
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iiestly slie works in spinning her web; 
How nimbly she flies np and down I How 
straight sbe makes all her liiiee ! How 
exact, and true all her aiigles are I Wliat 
a curious piece of work she makes! How it 
glitters and shines like silver, as the sun- 
beams fall HponitI What pains she takes 
with it I How curionaly she spins it out of 
her own body, and nsos up her very life in 
making it! When it is done, she stretches 
out one line here, and another there, to 
make it as secure as possible. And we can 
fancy this spider talking to herself, and say- 
ing, — "Well, now I've got a very snug 
comfortable home. Here I can catch as 
many flies as I want, and ha^ve a jolly time 
in eating them. I can stay here, and enjoy 
myself as long as I live." But jnst as she is 
saying this to herself, along comes the cham- 
ber-maid. With one stroke of her bioim, 
she sweeps that web all away. 

And it is just so with the men who spend 
their time in training the riches of this world. 
They wear out their very lives in getting 
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them, and then they have no more power to 
keep them, than the spider haa to protect 
her weh from being swept away. They are 
like the rich man that Jesus spoke about 
when he was on earth. He said ho would 
imll down hiB bans and build greater ones, 
and then he could stow away his goods, and 
feay to himsell', now I've got everything tliat 
I want. I'll take ray ease— I'll eat and 
drink, and be merry. But that very nig!it 
death came, and took him away from all his 
goods. And so it always is with the riches 
of this world. We never can be sure of them 
wliile we live. And when we die we must 
leave them all bebiiid. When Stephen 
Girard was living he had many millions 
of dollars. But when he died he could not 
take a dollar away with him. He was no 
better off then than a beggar. 

But the riches which Jesus gives to his 
people are laid up for them in heaoen. 
There they ai'e perfectly safe, there they will 
last forever. If our riches are in this w-rld 
death will take us away from them. If our 
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riches are in heaven, death will take us away 
to them. 

A rich man who was not a Christian was 
lying on his death-bed. He told his servants 
to bring bim his bags of money. He took a 
bag of gold and clasped it to his heart. 
Presently, he said :— " Tate them away. It 
won't do! . It won't do! I must leave 
them." And so he died. 

Now see a different case. A Christian 
lady in England had been very well offi But 
by some muans or other, she lost all her 
property. She was obliged at last to go into 
the poor-house. She was old and near her 
end. One day, while a friend was by her 
Bide talking to her, he saw her smile, and 
look very happy. He asked her what The 
was thinking about that seemed so pleasant : 
—"Oh!" slie said, "I was just thinking 
what a blessed change it will be when I go 
horn the poor-house to hemen. My earthly 
riclies are all gone, but my heavenly riches 
are all safe. Kobody can take them away 
from me. They will last forever." 
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The people of Christ are blessed above all 
people ill their riches, because they can 
always make them happy, and, because they 
will last forever. 

We have spoken of four things in -which 
Christians are " blessed above all people." 
The firet is in their names ; — the second is in 
their dress ; — the third is in their relations ; 
— the fourth is in their riches. 

Let me entreat yon to pray earnestly to 
Jesus to make you His children, and then in- 
deed vou will be " blessed above all people." 
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% Jlesstinm rf tiitig « CJristiaii. 

"Thon Shalt be blefisad above all people." Dbct, vii 14. 
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Thoa Shalt te blosBed above all people, ' Datr». vii. 14 

Sometimes we see a jewel, or precioua 
stone, that lias been vei-y carefully poliBhed, 
aud has a great number of sides, or faces. 
The upper side of it has a large flat surface. 
Tlieunder side will perhaps rise to a point. 
Kow there will be, perhaps, ten or a dozen 
difl'erent sides or faces. It is a very inter- 
esting thing, to take a large jewel of this 
tind, and examine it carefully. You look 
into it, or look through it, first from the 
front. Then you turn it over, and look at 
one after another of its different sides. They 
are all beautiful, but each one seems to pre- 
sent some new beauty. As the light falls 
first ou one side and then on another, the 
shades of color are changing all the time, 
ami the more jou look, the more you feel 
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inclined to look. It seems as if it were 
really growing more beautiful all the time. 
And a good many texts of scripture are just 
)ike such a jewel. They seem to have a 
i^reat many sides. There are ever so many 
Ijointa from which you can look at them, 
and tliey present a different appearance from 
each. Here, for instunee, is the one we ara 
now speaking iihout. This is like a many- 
sided jewel. Wo looked at four of its sides 
in our last sermon. We are gomg to look at 
fmir more of tJiem now. In talking about the 
hlessedness of heing Clvi^tiana^ last month, 
we said that they are blessed above all peo- 
ple in their names : — their dress : — theif 
relations : — aud their riches. And when 
we have had four reasons for anything, the 
next reason will be number what? Five. 
Yes. Well then, the fifth way in which 
Christians are blessed above all people is in 
their JOTB. 

It is a very common tJiing, wheji we itto 
speaking about the joy, or pleasure that 
pei-sons havii, to compai-e it to a spring, or 
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fonntain, from which they drink. And when 
wif thus compare it, we may as well say tliat 
the tbiiiitaiu of Che Chriatiaii's joy ie better 
than any other fountain. Suppose that two 
fountains were ofFured us from which to 
draw all the water that we are to drink. 
Aud suppose that one of these foantains was 
on a beautiful Swiss mountain, supplied bv 
tbe everlasting ice and snow upon the top of 
the' mountain, and the other far down on a 
sandy plain. The lower fountain is muddy, 
and the water in it thick and dirty. It 
often gets choked up with decaying- leaves, 
and poisonous substances. And then, wlien 
tiie hot summer weather comes, it dries up 
altogether, so that at the very lime the 
water is most needed there is none in it. 

The joy which worldly people have i^ just 
like such a fountain on a sandy plain. But 
tlie joy which a Christian ha*, is like a 
spring on a snow-capped mountain. The 
water which flows from it is pure water. It 
gushes out clear, cold, and sparkling. And 
it is flowing out all the time. Tlie heat of 
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Biimmer has no effect upon it. It nevei 
stops I'unning. 

Some time ago a lady who was traveling, 
stopped for a few days, at a little village 
among the beautiful mountaina in Wales. 
The people in ihat village had to bring all 
their water from a well, in the middle of the 
village. Not a single house had a pump 
belonging to it. At ail houi-s of the day, 
but especially before breakfast and supper, 
the people of the village, both old and 
young, might be seen, passing backwards 
and forwards with every kind of pitcher 
kettle, and can, along the lane that led to tlie 
well. 

One day this lady met a little girl 
returning from the well with a pail of water 
in her hand. She said to her,— 

" I see a great many people going to that 
well for water, my little girl, does the well 
ever run dry ?" 

" O, yes, ma'am ; very often in hot 
weather." 
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'* And where do you go for water 
tlien ?" 

" We go to the spring a little way out of 
town." 

" But what do you do if that dries up ?" 

" Then we go to the spring fur up on the 
aide of the mountain : — that is the best water 
of all." 

" And what do you do if that dries up ?" 

" O, ma'ain, that spring is tlie same 
winter and summer. It ?wver dries up f" 

The lady went up to see this spring. She 
found the water there gushing out from un- 
der a great rock. Then it glided away in a 
clear, sparkling rivulet, not with a torrent 
leup, and a wild dash, but with a stt^ady flow, 
and a soft, sweet, gentle murmur. It fiowod 
down the side of tlie mountain. It was with- 
in the reach of every child's little pitcher. 
There was enough of it to fill all the empty 
vessels brought to it. Tlie little birds came 
down there to drink. The sheep and the 
lambs had trodden down a smooth path for 
themselves to the brink of the stream : and 
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all the people in the village depended upon 
that spring when their other enpplies failed. 
And as she stood there looking at it, she said 
to herself—" Ah 1 this spring is like the joy 
that Jesns gives to Hia people. It is better 
than a!] other joys. Tlie joyswe tindiii otlier 
things, are like yonder well, down in the 
village, that dries np in warm weather. But 
the joy that Jesus gives ie like this mountain 
Bpring. Its water is clearer, and cooler, and 
fresher than any othei, and it is a spring 
that n&oer dries up." 

Not long ago a lady, who was a Bible vis- 
itor in London, was going through her district, 
which was in one of the poorest parts of that 
great city. Among oiher pkces that she 
called at, one day, was the home of a poor 
widow woman, who was a Christian, but just 
as poor as sho could be. She lived in a back 
kitchen, which had once been used as a wash 
house. The pavement of the back yard came 
nearly to the top of the little window, the 
only one in the room, and shut out almost all 
the light from it. The room was so dark. 
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tliat wlien tlie lady entered, ehe could see 
nothing bat a little speck of fire in one cor 
ner of the room, fflien her eye got a little 
accuBtomed to tlie darkness she looked round, 
and saw tlie room wat so damp that the mois- 
ture was standing in drops, or trickling in 
crooked lines down the walls. The only bed- 
stead, in the little cluttered-up room, filled it 
so that the lady couid hardly turn round, or 
find a place to sit down in, Tho poor woman 
who lived there was bent up with rheumat- 
isjn, and had such a bad cough that she could 
hardly get a chance to speak to the kind 
friend who had come to see her. 

When the lady asked her howshe was, she 
said, " Thank you, Mrs. Jones, for coming to 
860 me. I have just been praying God to 
send some good friend to me. I am pretty 
well, thank yon, for me. The congh troubles 
me some, and so docs the rheumatism. But 
I have still a little fire left from yesterdav, I 
had a penny this mnrning to get a few tea 
leaves with, and that seems to ease my congh 
some. And Sally" — meaning her little girl 
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about nine jeara old — "is helping to nurso 
a baby, and ber mietress likes her so much 
that she has taken her into her house alto- 
gether; and Johnny" — a little boy, a year 
younger than Sally — '* is gone to a grocer's 
to run errands, and they have heaid of my 
BJtuaiion, and give him his meals. So yott 
see, God is very good to me, and I feel that 
I am leaping from joy to joy." 

Ah! if that poor woman had known no 
joy but such as the world can give, in this 
time of her trial from poverty, and pain, lier 
joy would have been like the well in the 
villages that dried up in the hot weather. 
But she had the joy which Jesus gives and 
this is like the good spring of the mountain 
— a spring that never dries up. 

I remember once reading about a spring 
of fresh water that was found, far out at sea. 
That spi'ing was so full and so strong, as it 
came out of the ground, at the bottom of the 
sea, that it could send a stream of I'reah 
water rising up through all the depths of the 
briny ocean, and pouring itself out in fresh- 
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neaa on the surface. And tho joy which 
Jos IIS gives is just lilce snch a spring. Its 
pure water can rise up even through a eea 
of troublus like those in which this poor 
woman was plunged, and make her happy 
in tlie very midst of those troubles. 
Tlie fifth thing in which the Christian is 
1 above all people is iu his joy. 



The sixth thing in which he is so Messed 

is in HIS HONf.R, 

Men think a great deal of honor. They 
wi!l make any effort and rnn any risk, and 
face any danger in order to gain it. And 
yet thei'e is no honor in the world, like that 
which Jeans gives his people. The Bible 
calls it the " honor which comefh from 
God." 

In coantries like England, where a king 
or queen is the head of the nation, it is consi- 
dered the highest honor to he near tlie mon- 
arch and to he penuitted to do any thin^ for 
him. 

Now, suppose, that yon and I were living 
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ill London. Anil suppose that we were jew- 
ellers by trade, and had a large store on 
OxFofd Street, in the fashionable part of 
London. And suppose that one day Queen 
Victoria should come into onr store, or shop 
as they call it in England. She boys the 
most splendid set of jewels that we have, 
and tells us that she intends hereafter to 
buy all her jewels from us ; and that when 
she wants any gold or silver things she will 
send to as to inal^e them for her. tlow 
much honored we should ieel ! How soon 
we should get a new sign, and have painted 
on it, in big round letters — 

NK'WrON & CO., 
JEWELEKS TO HEli MAJESTY. 

"Wliat a rush we should have to our store 
of the nobility of England, and how rich we 
Rliould get in a little while I We should feel 
it a great iionor to make jewels for the king 
or queen. But Jesus is the king of his peo- 
ple. Heis tlio kuig of heaven. The Bible 
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calls Him " The Great Kiii{j ;" — " the King 
of Kings." 0, there ia no king like Jesus, 
and no honor like that of working for Him I 
But when we become Christiana, Jesna 
engages ua to be Hia servants, and to wotk 
for Him. One reason why I so much love 
to preach is that in doing it, 1 feel I am 
preaching for Jesus. All that- a Ciiristian 
does, he does for Jeans, and all that he suf- 
fers, he suffers for Jesus. If we are real 
Christians, we are working for Jesua now, 
and when we die we shall be brought very 
near to Jesus. We ahall be even nearer 
than the angels are, Jesns never became 
an angel, but He did once become a man. 
He has not got an angul'a nature now, but 
He has got a man's nature. He has the 
same nature that you and I have. He is not 
the brother of the angels, but He is our 
brother. He is bone of our bone, and fleah 
of our flesh. We are His nearest relatives. 
We shall stand the closest to Him in luaveii, 
of all His creature . iiow wonderful this is I 
What an honor wo have hero I Yes, and not 
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ooly shall we be bronglit near to this King, 
but He w.U make «3 kings ourselves/ 
Jesua will make all Hie people kings, and 
give them all crowns which they shall wear 
forever. 

There was a nobleman in Scotland, known 
as the Duke of Hamilton. This Duke had 
two sons. It is the law in Scotland, that 
when a man dies, who is a nobleman, a duke 
or alov'i, his oldest son takes his name or 
title, and becomes duke, or lord, after hira; 
and also takes his property. But if theoldest 
son dies before Jiis father, tlien tlie next son 
takes his place, and his litle, and his prop- 
erty. The oldest son of the Duke of Hamil- 
ton, of whom I am now speaking, was a very 
pious youth, but he fell into the consump- 
tion, and died, before he became of age. 
One day, a short time before bis death, the 
minister of the churcli to which the family- 
belonged, caine to see hiin. He prayed with 
him, and after prayer, the youth look iiis 
Bible fro;n under his pilliw, and turning to 
2 Tim, iv. 7, be read these words : — " I liavo 
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fought a good tight. 1 liave finished my 
course. I have kept the tiiitli ; henceforth 
there ie laid up for me a crown of Tighteov^- 
ness." Turning to his father, who atooil bj, 
he said — " Father, this is all my comfort." 
Tlien calluig his younger brother to him, 
who was to take tlie title and jjroperty, .ifter 
liis father's death, he spoke very aflectiou- 
ately to Jiiin. and ended with tliese words — 
" And now, Diiiighis, in a little while you 
shall be a duke, and I shall te a king.''* 
What hoDoi' can the tarth give like this I 
The Christian is bloeaed abive all people in 
his honor. 

The seventh thing in which the Christian 
is thus blessed above aU others, is in his 

CARE. 

I mean by this the care which God takes 
ofhiiu. What a wonderful thing it is that 
the great God, who sitteth in the heavens, 
aiid governs all things, eliould ;toop bo low 
as to take care of poor, sinful creatures like 
you and me I And yet he does so. If I 
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take a jewe!, or p.-ecions etoue, and shut it 
up in [ny hand, iind hold it tight, liow sate it 
is, just so long aa I hold it so. And yet the 
liilile telis US that tiiLs is the very way ia 
which God holds his people. They are kept 
"in ilie liollow of His hand" all the time. 
He watches over them night and day. He 
puts his everlasting arms underneath them. 
He spreads Hie everlasting wings over them. 
When Satan wants to injure them, God 
won't let him, and lie can't do anything till 
God gives him leave. We read in the Bible 
about how Satan tried to injure Job. Ha 
thought, if he could only get at him, and de- 
stroy liis property, and kill his children, and 
take away his health, then Job would give 
up his trust in God, and hecome a wicked 
mau. God wouldn't let him do this at iirst. 
But at last He told him he might do it. And 
as soon as he got permission he did it, pretty 
quickly. In a little while poor Job was 
stripped of his property, his family and his 
health. He lay in the ashes covered with 
boils from iiead to foot. Now if wo could 
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have seen Job in the midst of all this pover- 
ty, suffering, and sorrow, we slioulcl, perhups, 
have been tempted to think that God luid 
forgotten liim, and wasn't taking care of liiin 
at all. Bat He was. He was never taking 
better care of him than when He let Satan 
bring all this trouble upon him, God m.ide 
it " all work together for good " to Job, aa 
he lias .promised to do, in the Bible, for all 
His people. These troubles didn't make Job 
give up hia religion, as Satan laid they 
would. On the contrary, he clung to it clos- 
er tban ever. In the midst of all his trials ho 
looked up to God and said, "Though He slay 
me, yet will 1 trust in Him." And then 
God delivered him from his troubles. He 
healed his boils, and made him well. He 
gave him as many children as he had betbre, 
and twice as much property. So that the 
thing by which Satan thought he was going 
to ruin Job, was the very thing which God 
used to make him a better, and a richer, and 
a iiappier man than ever ho was before. Job 
had reason to fuel very much obliged to 
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Siitau for bringing all that trouble upon him. 
It was the best thing that ever happened to 
him. 

Ami it w;is ji!-t tlie same with Joseph. 
His brethren thought they would be sure to 
pi-eveiit his dreams from being fultiiled, by 
taking him away from his father, and selling 
him as a stave into Egypt. But God took 
Buch care of Joseph tbat He made that the 
very meaui of bringing his dreams to pass. 
No doubt Josujih thought it was very hard, 
when lie was lowered down into that pit, 
and when he was kept so long in prison in 
Egypt, Aud yet these were rlie best things 
that ever happened to him, God took such 
care of him that lie made all these things 
work for good to Joseph. And so He did 
for Daniel, when his enemies cast him into 
the lion's den. Aud so He did for Sliadrack, 
Mesheck and Abednego, when the kiug threw 
them into the burning flery furuace. And 
BO He does for His people always. God 
takes such care of every Christian that noth- 
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ing can ever happen to him that is not all 
fm- the hest. 

There is a beautiful ilhistration of this, in 
an eastern story told of a pious Jew. His 
name was Rabbi AJiibo. He had been per- 
secuted by tlie enemies of his religion, and 
driven away from his home. He was 
obliged to travel about the coiimry, from 
place to place, so as to keup out of the way 
of his enemies. In his journays, he uaed to 
caiTy -with him a lamp, which he could light 
at night to read tlie Bible, which was his 
constant study. He also carried with him, a 
chicken cook, or rooster, to wake him up 
eaily in the morning, by crowing, and a 
donkey, or jack-ass, on which he rode. 

One day he had been travelling all day, and 
felt pretty tired. When it came towards 
sunset, be began to look round for a place to 
rest in for the night. Presently he saw be- 
fore him a nice looking village, and drove 
up to it, thinking, no doubt, that liu would 
soon find an inn, or some friendly liouse that 
would give him a night's ioJging. But in 
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this lie was mistaken. Tliere was no inn, in 
the village, and none of the villagers would 
give him shelter in their honaea. He wns, 
therefore, obliged to drive through the vil- 
lage and look for the best resting place lie 
couli] find in the first woods that he came to. 
Then lie sought out a sheltered spot, under a 
thick tree, ond as he sat down npon the 
grass, he said to himself, "It's very hard not 
to have a house to shelter one from the cold 
night air, but God is good, it's all for tlie 
best." 

Then he seated himself under the tree, and 
lighted his lamp, and thought he would 
have a pleasant tiiTie in studj'ing his Bible. 
But before he had read many verses, a storm 
arose. The wind blow out his lamp, and the 
rain prevented him from lighting it again. 
""Wiiat a pity," said he, "that 1 can't oven 
enjoy the pieusute of reading my precious 
Bible 1 But God is good, and its all for the 
best." 

Then he covered himself np, and lay down 
upon the grass to got a few hour's sleep. He 
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had hardly closed his eyea, however, before 
a wolf came by, and seized the rooster from 
the low branch of a tree on which it was 
resting, and qiiieliy made a meal of it. 

"I'm very sorry for this new loss," said 
poor liabbl ; "my watclifnl companion is 
gone. Now I have none to walte me in the 
mornings to study my Bible. But God is 
good, and it's all for tlie best." 

lie had sciircoly finished these words, be- 
f>re he was alarmed by the roar of a lion. 
Tlie nest moincnt the savage beast sprang 
upon his trusty donkey, and devoured it. 

Tills was Ihe heaviest blow of all. 
" V.'!iat shall I do now ?" exclaimed the poor 
traveler. " My lamp is gone. My roosteris 
gone. My po'ir donkey txio, is gone. Every- 
tliing is gone. But God is good ; it's all for 
the best. 

After all rliis, lie passed, of course, a trou- 
bled nigiit. He bad veiy little sleep. Early 
in the moiiiing he went back to tlie village 
to see if be conld buy a horse, or anotlier 
donkey, to carry him and bis things, as he 
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went on his jonrney. But what was hie anr- 
priee, on entering the village, to tind not a 
single person there alive. 

It seems that during the night a band of 
robliers had entered the vilhige, murdered 
all the inhribitants, and robbed their houses 
of all the valuable things found in tliom. 
Yoo can imagine how great was the surprise 
of the pious Rabbi, at the wonderful care 
God had taken of him. As soon !i8 he had 
recovered a little from his surprise, he lifted 
up his voice, and said : 

" O, God, Thou God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, how wonderful Thou art! Now 
I see how blind and ignorant, we poor mor- 
tals arc, when we look upon those tilings as 
evils which are meant for our good. Thou 
only art wise, and Idnd, and merciful. If 
those hard-hearted people had not driven me 
away from their village, I should have per- 
ished with them. If the storm had not 
put out my lamp, its light would have drawn 
the robbers to my resting|.>lai;e,and 1 shouli 
liave been killed. And if the wild beasts 
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had not devoured my two companions, the 
crowing of the cock, or the braying of the 
aas, would have told the robbers of my pres- 
ence, and they wonld have murdered me. 
Praised be Thy name forever. Tlioii art good 
and all that hitppena is for the best." 

Christians are blessed above all pei*ple in 
the care that ia taken of them ; or in. their 



The laft thing that I shall speak of as 
that in which Chiisti'tns are blessed above all 
people is in theik tkeabdbes. 

Our treasures are what we love the most, 
or what we aet our hearts on, Jesus said to 
His people when He waa on earth, "where 
your treasure ia there will your heart be 
also." People of the world have their 
tna-nrea here on the earth. Cliristian peo- 
ple have tlieir treasures laid up in heaven. 
One man'a treasure is the splendid house 
which he hasbr.ilt. And perhaps as soon aa 
it 1^^ finished, it catches lire, and is burned 
down. Another man's treasure ia his wite, 
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or cliild. But how soon sickness may seize 
on these, and death may cany them away. 
Atjotlier man's treasure is some Jiigh office. 
He sets his heart on gaining that ofliee. He 
tries very hard and long to gain it. IJo 
gains it at last, but he linda it is not what he 
expected it to be. It doesn't make him 
hajjpy. 

1 remember hearing of a little boy, onco, 
who saw a bird's nest, in the top of a high 
tree, on the edge of a woods, near the road 
along wliich he played every day on his 
way to school. He often stopped to look up 
at it. He thought of the pretty bine eggs 
in it beautifully speckled all over. He 
■wislied he could get the nosl. If he only 
had it, he would take a pin and make a 
little hole at e:ich end of the eggs, and blow 
the contents out, and then string them like 
be:ids on a thread, and liang tiiern up in hia 
room by the side of his bed. Ttiey would 
look so pretty tliere. Tiic more he thought 
of it, the ranre he wauled to have it. He set 
his heart on getting that nest. He thought 
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it would be such a treasure. Sometimea 
when he stopped to look at the tree and saw 
how high the nest was, and how slender the 
branches of the tree were iiear it, he thought 
he might fall, in trying to get it, and break 
his limbs, or his neck, and then lie alniOist 
gave it up. But again when he got think- 
in<^ about the pretty eggs iu it he felt as if 
he must have that nest 

At last, one Saturday afternoon, he made 
np his mind that he wouid go to the tree by 
himself, aud try to secure the treasure on 
whieli his heart was set. So he went. "Wlien 
he came to the tree he buttoned up his 
jacket, and put off his shoes, so that he 
might cling to the ti-ee better with his feet. 
And then he began to climb up the tree. At 
first he got on pretty well, for the branches 
were low, and rather close togetliei'. After a 
while it became much harder. Still he kept 
on. He tore his clothes. He scratched iiis 
hands and his face. The branches began to 
bend under him, yet he wouldn't give it up. 
Higher and iiigher iie went. At last he 
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Beized the treasure which he had longed for 
BO mnch. Hu looked eagerly into the neet, 
but there were no eggtt in it ! It was empty. 
He had ruii all that risk, and taken all that 
Lrouhle for nothing. 

How many of the treaenrea which the 
people of this world try to get, are just like 
this empty hird-nest! But it is very differ- 
ent with the Christian's treasures. These 
never disappoint those who gain them. How- 
ever much we may think and talk ahout 
tiiem, and long to have tliem, they will be a 
thousand times better tlian all our thoughts 
or expectations. 

Not long ago a young lady called at the 
house of her minister, Wlien she entered 
the parlor, she found his two little boys, 
Arthur and "Willie, seated on the floor, sur- 
rounded by beautiful toys and pictures, 
which had been sent them as- presents, and 
with which they seemed highly pleased. 
There was a dissected map, a jnagic lantern, 
a humming top, and other pretty and amus- 
iug things. The young lady was much 
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1 With what ehe saw, and said, " Why, 
boys, are all tliese your treasures V 

Arthur, wlio was about eight years old, 
said, "No, ma'am, tliese are not our treas- 
ures. Tliese are only our playthings — our 
treasures are not here." 

" Where are tliey ?" asked the lady. 

"They are in heaven," said the little boy. 

"And what tresiaureB have you in heaven?" 
she asked. 

"We have a harp and a crown," said 
Arthur. This was the right feeling to have. 
And this is jnst the feeling that true Ohiis- 
tiaris have. They are bright and happy, as 
those boys were. They enjoy the good 
things that God gives them, the money and 
the property tliey have liere, as tiio-^e boys 
enjoyed their presents. But then, like 
those boys, they feel that these are only their 
playthings, not their treasnres. Their treas- 
ures are the harp and crown which Ji.'SushaB 
prepa; ed for them iu heaven. These are the 
treasui-es on which their hearts are set. Tiiey 
are worth more than anybody can tell. Tlte 
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crowu which the Queen of Eiii;land wears is 
very beautitdl, and very valuable. But it is 
very easy to tell juat liow much it is worth. 
We could weigh it, and find out how many 
ounces of gold are in it. We know how 
much gold ie worth an ounce, and so we 
could tell the value of the gold in that 
crown. Then we could find out the value 
of the jewels that are in it, and so, by adding 
these together, we could tell exactly what 
that crown is worth. But nobody can tell 
how much the crown is worth that Jesus ia 
preparing for you and me, if we really love 
Him. All the gold, and the silver, and the 
jewels in the world, a thousand timas ooer 
could not buy it. O, there is no treasure 
like this. Christians are blessed above all 
people in their treasure. 

We have mentioned four things in this ser- 
mon, in which Christians are blessed above 
all people, lliei^e are — their joys, their hon- 
or, their care, their treiisure. And, taking 
both FermoiiB to<;ether, there are eight t\uaga 
in which Christians are more blessed than 
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others, viz : — in theirr namss, their dress, their 
rtlaiions, their riches, their Jot/, their honor, 
ihei/r care, and thei/r treasure. 

Now yoii can talk abont this bleesedriesa, 
and tell what is coiisiete of, but if you want 
to be able to/ee? it, as well as talk about it \ 
if yon want to have it for your own, you 
must pray earnestly to Jesus to change your 
hearts, and make you His loving children. 
Then you will know what a blessed thing it 
is to be a Cliristian, not because you liave 
hciird a sermon on the subject, but because 
you feel it in your hearts. 

Lord JesuB Christ 1 make us all thy dear 
children, that we may be blessed above all 
people in our names, in ourdress, in our rela- 
tions, in our riches, in our joy, in our honor, 
in our care and in our treasures, and we will 
^ive Thee all tJie praise and the glory for- 
ever. — Arann. 
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IronHtj torittli It Sljssittji. 

" Blessed is the man whom Thou, cl 
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" Chabtenest" is a hard word. Let us eee 
what it tneans before we go any fnrther. 
The meaning is the eume as that of the worl 
cliastise. Suppose that two boys, from jonc 
school, phiy truant one day. Your teacher 
hears of it. lie pays—" Never mind ; when 
they come back to school, I'll chasrise 
tliem." "What would he mean by that ? He 
would mean that he intended to piinis'i 
them. It would be right for the teacher to 
punish those boys. And the reason wliy Im 
wonld do it, would be, not because it wn^ 
any pleasure to him to liear them cry, and 
see them suffering pain, but because he wished 
to keep tliem from doing wrong. When he 
took those bys, eacli in turn by the hand, 
and took liis rod to whip them, he was teach- 
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iuj; them. And if he succeeded in nnvkimg 
tiiein feci that it was wrong to play truant, 
and if the hoys iimde up tlieir minds never 
to play tniant a-ain, tlien that chastiBcment 
or punishment, was a blessing to them. 
And whatever teacliee us a lesson that does 
ns good is a bles^ng. It w:i9 a heavy trial, 
a severe chastisement to old Jacob when God 
took away Joseph from him. Ent God saw 
that he was hiving Joseph too much. He 
eaw that unless he stopped loving him so 
much it would do him a great deal of harm. 
So he took Jose]i!i away. Ir almost broke 
Jacob's heart. But it taught him to love 
God more, and to love Joseph leas, and in 
this way chastening or trial was a blessing 
to him. 

And BO, when David said, " Elesi^ed is the 
man whom thon chastenest" he meant to say 
that when God sends any trouble, or trial, 
or Affliction on a Christian, He always in- 
tends it to do hira good, or prove a blessing 
to him, in one Wiiy, or another. If sickness 
comes upon him it comes to bless him. If 
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he loves his property God makes the losa a 
blessing. If his parents, or relations, or 
friends die, some may be ready to eay — " O 
what a dreadful evil that is 1" — but God 
turns even that into a blessing. " Blessed is 
the man whom Thou chastenest," Now 
sinee this is the case what a happy thing it 
is to be a Cliriatian ! 

I dare say a good many of you have heard 
of a certain stone, that used to be talked 
about a great deal, called " the philosopher's 
stone." Very leai'ned men, wlio are not al- 
ways very wise men, used to suppose that 
tliere was. such a stone, and that it had the 
power of tni-ning everything it touched to 
gold. !N"ow just let us 8U])poBe that there was 
suoh a great stone, and that you and I had 
found it. What a grand time we would 
have! When we were short, of money we 
could get a lot of pebble stones, and touch 
them with this wondei-ful stone, and lo ! 
they would all be lumps of gold. We could 
drop it into a pail of water, and we sliould 
have that pail full of melted gold. We 
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could go into our mothei^'a china cloeet, and 
toucli tlie cupa and saucers, tlie plates and 
liishes, and in an instant they would all 
be turned to gold. We shoudii't care about 
the mines of California, or the oil wells of 
Peuneylvania, for we shonld have as much 
gold as we wanted witlmut any trouble. 

But the words of David, in onr text, show 
us that a true Cliristian is better off than the 
man would be who had the philosoplier'a 
stone, and could turn everything to gold. 
The Christian has something which turns 
everything to good. This is better than 
gold. Too much gold is one of the worst 
things we can have. It has mined many 
people both in body and soul. And it might 
ruin us if we had it. It is a great deal better 
to have everythinjr that touches us, or hap- 
pens to us, turn to good, than turn to gold. 
And if we are Christians, this will be so with 
US. Even the chasteninga, that is, the sor- 
rows, or trials, or afflictions that happen to 
us will turn to blessings. For God has 
promised to " make aU things work together 
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for good to those who love Him." Eomans, 
viii. 20. 

Tou know there are oiScee, down town, 
called Insurance Offices. Some of these are 
called "Fire Insurance Offieee," They in- 
Bare buildings against loss from lire. Sup 
prae this church sliould take fire some night, 
and burn down. Tliat would be a great lose 
to Its It would be a loss troni fire. But 
this chui-cli is insured. . The wardens of the 
church liave been to one of those offices, and 
paid them some money to insure tha church 
flg!iinst loss from lire. This doesn't mean 
that the people in that office will prevent 
this church from being burnt. But it does 
mean that if it ever should be bunit, they 
wiil pay us money enough to build it up 
ftgaiii, just as it was before the fire. 

Some of those offices are iox insuring lives. 
A man pays a certain sum of money in one 
of tJiese offleee to insure his life. This 
doesn't mean tliat tliey can prevent him from 
getting sick or dying ; hut it does mean that 
if he ehould die they wiil pay money to \\h 
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family to help in supportiogtiiem. And this 
is called a life insurcmoe. 

And then some of tliese office-; are for what 
are called Marine Insurances. This meiins 
that they insure property against loss from 
the dangers of the sea. For instance, sup- 
pose that yoLi and I were niercliaiits down on 
the wharf. We are going to send a vessel 
loaded with floor to Rio Janeiro, in South 
America. That vcssvl will have many d;in- 
gers to meet. iShe mny spring a leak, and 
sink at" bea. Or she may be wrecked by 
storms, and never reach port. Tlien all oni- 
property would be lost. So we insure the 
vesBel and her cargo. We pay a certain 
amount of money to one of those offices, am! 
they insure the vessel and her cargo. Tlii^^ 
lioesn't mean that they will prevent any 
btorm from overtaking our vessel, or that 
they will keep her from being wrecked. But 
it does mean that in ease she should bis 
wrecked, they will pay us as tnucli mones 
as the vessel and her cargo wer,; worth. A[jd 
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80 we feel safe about oi r vessel because she 
is insured. 

Now Bometliing like tliis takes place when 
we become Olimtians. Our blessed Saviour 
maj be said to keep a general insurance of- 
fice. He insures the souis of His people 
against all harm. He does not engage to 
keep His people from ever being sick, or 
ever having any sorrow or trouble. But 
whenever sickness or sorrow comes upon 
them, He engages to make it all work for 
good to them. He will turn it all into bles- 
sing. And this is what David means when 
he says — "Blessed is the man whom thon 
chastenes'." 

Everything about a Christian is insured. 
Nt^ody can do him any harm.. JeRus will 
turn every trial that couies upon him into a 



I wish to speak of three ways in which 
Jesus makes trouble or chastisement a bleijs- 
ing to His people. 

Tkef/rst way in which Jems makes trouble 
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a Messing to Sis people, is, hy saving them 

FKOM DASOEK BY IT. 

One reasoii why we find it bo hard to be- 
lieve, when trouble comes npon us, that God 
intends it to do us good, and be a blessing, is 
that we can't see hmo it is to be so. We al- 
most always have to wait awhile, before this 
can bo seen. But as soon as we find out 
what God intends atij trial to do for us, we 
see that it was a real blessing. 

A mereliant was one day returning from 
market on horse-back. His eaddle-bags were 
filled with money which had got for what he 
had been selling. Soon after he started, it 
began to rain. It rained very hard, and he 
soon got wet throni^h. Tiiis vexed him very 
much, and he went on mnrmiiring to himself 
that God had sent hira such bad weather foj- 
his journey. Pretty soon he reached the 
border of a thick piece of woods. Just as be 
was ^oing into the woods, he was very much 
alartried to see a robber standing by the side 
of the road with a gun in his hand. As soon 
as he came up to him, the robber levelloil 
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his gnn, tool: aim, and pulled the trigger, — 
but it didn't go off. The same rain which 
had wet him through had made the robber's 
powder so damp that it wouldn't fire. And 
before he could prime his {^un ugaiii, the 
mercliaiit liad put spurs to his hurse, and es- 
caped. As soon as he found that he was 
safe, he said to liimself, "How wrong it was 
for me to niuriijur ajraiiist the rain. I 
thought it was a great trouble to have it. 
But now 1 aeti God sent it to be a blesshig. 
It' it had not been for that rain, I should have 
lost my life and property." 

When Mary, commonly known as "bloody 
Mary," was Queen of Eng'and, a great 
many of the good Protestant ministers, and 
people, were persecuted because they would 
not give up their religion. Among these, 
there was a very earnest, i'aithJul minister, 
whose name was Gilpin. He wsis so fully 
convinced of the truth of what the Bible 
teaches us, on the suLjc;:! of which we an- 
now speaking, that he was in the habit of 
eaying, of everything that happened to him, 
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" It's all for the best." Well, one time, Tie 
received a surntvions to go to London, and lie 
tried for his Ilt'e, before those who were put- 
ting the Protestants to death. On the jour- 
ney, he fell, and broke his leg, 

"Do juu think ^^25 ia all for the best!" 
Bald somebody to him, 

" I've no doubt of it," said he. Of course 
he couldn't travel with a broken leg. He 
had to wait on the road, till his leg got well. 
In the meantime, Queen Mary died. Her 
sister, Elizabeth, became the Queen of Eng- 
land, and the persecution of the Protestants 
ceased. When Mr. Gilpin got well, he went 
home again in peace. And thus we see how 
truly hie broken leg was a blessing to him, 
in saving his life. 

Some years ago, an American man-of war 
was lying at anchor, in the Bay of Naples. 
Tlie commander of that ship, was tlie Com- 
modore of the fleet, then in the Mediterra- 
nean Sea. The Cotnmodore had his son with 
liim on board. He was a little feni>w, of 
eight or nine years ohJ ; a very Ijright, smart 
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"boy, and a great pet -with all tlie officei-e and 
crew. He was very fond of climbing up tlie 
rigging, and would Bomiitimes venture far- 
ther than it was safe for him to go. One 
day, while liis father was in the cabin, tak- 
ing a nap, after dinner, he waa playing on 
deck. !No one seemed to be noticing him, 
and he thonght he woiildgo up the rigging 
of the main-mast, and see how far he could 
climb. He got up to the cross-trees. Then 
he went to the top gallant-maat ; and then 
to the royal yards. That was the highest 
yard, or cross-piece, belonging to the main- 
mast. There he rested awhile. Then he 
8w;irmed up the mast, and got on to what 
the sailors call " the main-trnck." Tiiis is 
the cirenLir piece of wood that is at the very 
top of the mast. How lie did it, I cannot 
imagine ; but by some means, or otlie:-, he 
managed to get up, and st'ind erect, on that 
little piece of wood, at that giddy, dangerous 
height He enjoyed his iofty position -for 
awhile. But when he thought of gettinj; 
down, he began to feel troubled. And now 
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the offie.ors mid sailors on dect, aaw Inin, and 
were greatly distressed They rrerabled to 
thiiilc of tlie danger their favorite was in. 
They ran ahout the deck iii great excite- 
ment. No one knew what to do. It iie 
stooped to get down, he would be sure to fall. 
If they af^empted to go to him, their weight 
would sway the trembling mast, and shake 
him off, and he would be dashed to pieces, 
In the midst of this excitement, the Com- 
modore came on deck. He saw at a glance, 
the peril of his darling boy. He knew there 
was but one thing to save him. He rushed 
into the cabin and seized a loaded gun in 
one hand, and a ypeakiug trumpet in the 
other. The-little fellow was trembling, and 
losing his pre^oiice of mind. Every one 
feared euch moinent to see his mangled body 
fall to the 'leek. Bnt now the Coinniodoi-e 
has returned. He stands on the quarrer- 
deak. He lifts the speaking trumpet to his 
mouth, and in a clear, rlngin.; voice, cries 
out — '■^ Jump into the loatar, or PU shoot 
yiyiiP^ The little fellow Btoops down to 
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gather up his strength. He 2;lves a sprin<^, 
out into the air, to eloar the deck of tlie i^hip, 
and then like an arrow, lie goea diving down 
into the calm, cleai- water of the Bay. A.B 
quick SB lightning, a dozen or twenty sailors 
plunge in after him. Soon he is safe on 
deck, and the tears flow down his fathei-'s 
woatlier -heaten clieeks like rain, as he 
presses liis dear boy to his bosom, snatched 
from such a dreadful death. 

It seemed like a cruel thing in that father, 
to threaten to shoot his boy. But it wasn't 
BO. It was the hindest thing he ever- did for 
Mm. It saved him from a terriblo de:itli, 
Noihing but that jump could have saved 
him. His father knew this, when he div>va 
him to it. And so God often-sends trouble, 
to drive His people away from tilings that 
■will harm them. Tlie first way in which He 
makes trouble a blessing to His people, ia 
hy samng them fro 



The aeoond way in which Me does this i 

BY BTmNQ THEM ffOE DSEFULHESB. 
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HarJly anything can be made nseftil witJi- 
out trouble. Suppose you had a great 
lump of golden ore, from one of the mines in 
California. Well, you examine it, and see 
that there are pieces of gold here and there 
in it, which make it very valuable. But they 
are all mixed up with earth and rocks, in 
Buch a way that nothing can be done with it. 
Before you can make any use of it, you 
must break it into pieces and put it in the 
furnace, and raise a great fire over it, till the 
gold melts, and runs out from the dross. 
Then you get the pure gold by itself, and 
can employ it for any useful purpose that you 
■wish. 

There is a sheaf of grain from the harvest 
field. It is very valuable, but in its present 
state it can't be used for any good purpose. 
It must be thrashed to separate it from the 
ear. Tlien it must be fanned, or winnowed, 
to separate it from the chaff. And then it 
must be taken to the mill, and ground into 
flour, before it ia fit for use. 

And Christians are like gold in the ore. 
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The good in them is mixed up with dross. 
God has to nse the hainmer, and the fire of 
trouble, or affliction upon tliem, to melt the 
gold in thorn, and separate it from the 
dross. 

Christiaus are like the grain in the ear. 
God has to tlirash them, and winnow them, 
and grind them, before they are fit for the 
purpose for wiiich He wants to use them. 
And He makes use of trouble to do tiiis. 

Many of you hav« read Bunyan's Pilgrim 
Progress. That is one of the most useful 
books in the world, l^fext to the Bible, it 
lias perhaps done more good than any book 
that was ever printed. John Bunyan, who 
wrote that book, was a celebrated preacher. 
He lived at a timo when men were persecu- 
ted for their religion. Great crowds used to 
go to hear him preach. This made his 
enemies very angry. In order to atop him 
from preaching, they had him put in prison. 
They kept iiim there for a number of years. 
Mr. Bunyan's friends thouglit this was very 
etrange. They couldn't understand why 



.tec bv Google 



200 



ErSr.E BLESSINGS. 



God should permit siieh a useful man to be 
Blint up 80 long in pi-iaon, when he might 
have done so much good by preachitg. 
They thought his iHipriaonment was nothing 
but a trouble to liiin. But r.liey were iiiis- 
taken. It wns a great blessing, both to him, 
and to the world. While he was iu prison, 
John Bunjan wrote "The Pilgrim's Pro- 
gress." He never could have written it if 
he had not been kept solong in prison. And 
he has done more good by that book than 
could have been done by all the sermone he 
might have preached during the years he 
■was in prison. And it is always so when 
God sends trouble on His people. He intends 
to make it a blessing to them by preparing 
them for usefulness, either in this life, or in 
the life to come. 

I met an interesting story, not long ago, 
—about Johimy Trnman, and liia ironrhoot. 
Tliis little boy had a disease, called the rick- 
ets. It made the bones of his foot and ankle 
soft, so that they were bending, and grow- 
ing out of proper shape, as he walked upon 
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them. His mother took him to a physician, 
to see wliat had better be done with him. 
The physician told her to have an iron-boot 
made, for his foot, and to make him wear it, 
ever day for a year. So the boot was miide 
and put CD. But Johnny found it very 
awkward, unpleasant, and painful. Think 
of a stiff iron-boot, on the Boft tender foot of 
a little boy! It never would bend the least 
bit in the world. There was no spring to it. 
The muscles wouldn't stretch. The joints 
wouldn't move. He couldn't run. He 
couldn't jump. He could only drag it on, 
as he walked slowly along. Poor Johnny, it 
was a very hard thing for him. Si'metimea 
the neighbors would aay as he was limping 
along ; — 

"There goes poor Johnny Truman, with 
his iron lioot. It's real cruel in his mot;lier 
to make him wear it when he hatee it so 
much." 

And sometim 'b he would come to hia 
mother and say ',— 

" Oh I mother do take this irou-boot off. 
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It's 80 hard to get along with. It almost 
kills me. I don't care if I am lame. I 
don't care if my ankle is out of joint. I 
don't care how I ara when I grow up.. All I 
want is to get this hoot off." And then 
Jolmny would worry and fret as if his 
mother had put the boot on just on purpose 
to give him troable. Yet it wasn't so. The 
iron boot was necessary to support the limb 
till the bones grew strong and healthy. But 
Jolmny had no faith in it. He didn't 
be'.ieve it would do him any good. He said 
he was sure there was no use in it, and so in- 
stead of trusting his niother, and the doctor, 
he was fretting, and worrying about it, all 
the time. 

A lady, who was staying at the house, got 
tired of hearing his complaints, and she said 
to his mother, one day, 

" Mrs. Truman, why don't you take the 
bout off that boy, and let him take the con- 
sequences % I'm sure I would." 

His mother was grieved. She looked 
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with tender love upon her little boy, and as 
she stroked his lioad, she said : — 

"I must do for my cliild, uot what is 
moat pleasant for hiin now, but what will be 
most ueeful for him hereafter. Johnuy will 
thank me, one day, for what I am doing 
now. If he wouldn't think about it so mucii, 
it wouldn't be 60 hard to bear. He has a 
great many things to make liim comfortable 
and happy, in spite of his iron-boot, and that 
won't last long." 

Joiinny hung down his head. He felt 
ashamed of himself. He knew how many 
kind thinks his mother was doing for liim all 
tlie time, and that even the iron-boot was for 
his good. 

At last the year of painful trial passed 
away. The disease was removed. The 
iiiin-boot was taken oS. Jolinny grew up to 
be a tali, handsome young man, with 
straight, strong limbs and a fii'ni, quick 
tread. And what do you think lie oftenest 
said to his mother J Many and many a 
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time he would throw liia arms round her 
neck, and say — 

" Oh, mother I never can thank joa 
enough for making me wear that iron-boot! 
It was the best thing you ever did for me. 
If it hadn't been for that I would have a 
poor cripple all my life." 

Thus you see how Jolmny's trouble was 
made a blessing to him. Well, juat in tlie 
eame way every trial that we have, is an 
wan-hoot that our heavenly . Father puts 
upon us. Don't let us fret and worry about 
it ; but let ua bear it patiently, because we 
may be sure that God intends it to do us 
good in some way. The second way iu 
which God makes trouble a blessing to his 
people ia hy fitting them for usefulness. 

The ihved way in lohieh God makes 
trouble a blessing to Hispeople is bt leadino 

TUEM TO TKUE HiPPINESB. 

When summer comes, among the Alps, in 
Switzerland, the shepherds lead their fiocJts 
far up the sides of the monntains, where the 
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best pasture can be fuiind. If they stay 
down on the ]>lains, and in the valleys, the 
pasture will fail, and they will have iioihing 
to eat. But away up the moiiiitairiB there is 
plenty of good pasture. One summer a 
shepherd was driving hia flock up towards 
those pleasant pastures. Butiin-rewas ona 
place in the road which he could not get tlie 
sheep to go past. Thei'e was a narrow 
chasm, or opening right across the path, and 
when they came to the edge of it, instead of 
leaping over, as he wanted tliem to do, they 
would turn round, and scamper away, in 
another direction. He tried several times 
to get them past that place, but in vain. 
At last he took up in his arms a little lamb, 
belonging to om of his sheep. The mother 
sheep, or dam, watched lihn closely to see 
what he was going to do with it. Instead 
of driving his flock from behind them, lie 
now went on before tliem, carrying the 
lamb, in his arms. He cmssed over tlie 
chasm in the path, and went straight on, up 
tlie side of tlie mountain. The mother 
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sheep followed after tlie shepherd who had 
. her iamb in his arms. She leaped across the 
opening and kept close to the shepherd. 
The other sheep followed her, one after 
another, till, pretty soon, the whole tlock 
were going up the moimtiiin, after the shep- 
herd to the place where the good pastures 
were to which lie desired to lead them. 

And Go I deals with His people in just the 
same way. He calls to them in His word, 
and by His ministers to become Oiirlstiana 
and walk in the narrow w;iy which will lead 
them up the heavenly mountain, to the good 
pastures in which He would liave them feed 
forever. But, like the slieep just spoken of, 
they turn aside, and wander off in the wrong 
direction. Then God sends iruuble upon 
them, and takes away their children or other 
blessings fmm them till at last, like the 
sheep whose lamb was taken from her side, 
they follow Him in the path up wMch he do- 
Bires to lead them. 

Let me give you another illustration of 
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the way in which God sometimes turns tlie 
troubles of hie peojile into blessings. 

A Christian minister was once visiting a 
large botanical garden. He walked along 
the paths, looking carefully at one plant 
after another. Presently he came to a line 
large pomegranate bush or tree. On exam- 
ining it more closely, he found that some of 
the branches had been taken off, and the 
principal stem of the tree had been cut al- 
most through. As the gardener was standing 
near, he said to him : 

"Pray, sir, tell me why you have made 
this deep cut in the stem of this pomegra- 
nate ?" 

"Sir," said the gardener, "this tree need 
to be very strong and vigorona, but it bore 
nothing bnt leaves, I was therefore obliged 
to prone off some of the branches, and cut 
the stem in this manner, and when it was al- 
most cut through it began to bear plenty of 
fruit." 

Now, if this tree had been able to think 
and speak, as you and 1 can, no doubt it 
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would have thought it very hard in tlie gar- 
dener to cut it so. It would hiive said tliat 
he was cruei, and was doing it a great deal 
of harm. Yet, when it came to find thai tlie 
effect of all that cutting Wiis not to injnre it, 
but to do it good, and make it fruitful, it 
would have seen that instead of heing a 
trouble to it, it was a real blessing when tho 
gardeuer pruned and cut it so. 

And this is just the way God deals with 
His people. Until we become real Christiana 
we are like trees in His garden, that have 
leaves on them, but no fruit. And if we 
don't hear Him when Hu calls us; if we 
don't give Him our hearts, and love and 
serve Him truly, then He is obliged to prune 
off our branelie?, and cut ns deeply by trials 
and afflictions. Let me show you bow God 
did this in one case, 

A father and mother were blessed with 
four dear children. They were healthy, 
h:ipp\- children, the very joy of their parents' 
hearts. Those parents were very well off. 
They had everything about them thev could 
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deeire of tJie gootJ things of this world. But 
they were not Oiiiistiaiia. They did not iove 
and serve Jt-sns. Thsy wtiie in Hie j-ardei) 
like trees that bore nothing but leaves. 
When Jesue, the heavenly gardener, came 
looking for fruit from tiiem, ho found none. 
And 8(1, liki! a -wise and faithful gardener, he 
was obliged to talie the knife, and prune and 
cut, in order to make them bear ti-uifc. "With 
the first stroke of the knife their youngest 
child, a bright and promising boy, was cut 
down. One D'orning he fell into the fish 
pond near their house, and was drowned. 
This was a heavy blow to thein. It filled 
tlieir hearts witli sorrow, and spread gloom 
and sadness tiirough their dwelling. Eat it 
didn't have the good effect which the heaven- 
ly gardener intended. He was obliged to 
take np the knife again. The onlydaughier 
a lovely girl of sixteen, was smitten with a 
fever, and died. This greatly increased 
their distreps and sor/ow, but it did not bring 
them to JesTis He was obliged to use the 
knife again. Their oldest son, who had 
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come home from college to spend hm vac!«- 
tion, was killed by the accidental discharge 
of a gun while hunting. Now, the poor mo- 
ther was nearly wild with fjrief. Her heart 
was almost broken. The stem was cut well 
nigh through. And now it began to bear 
fruit. The sorrowing mother went to 
church, hoping to find some comfort. Tiiere 
she heard the voice of Jesus, speaking fi-om 
His word, and saying — " Come unto me, all 
ye that labor, and are heavy laden, and I 
will give yon rest." She came to Jesus in 
her sorrow. She found pardon and peace, 
joy, and happiness in Him. Her husband 
became a Clinstian too. And now the trees 
that had been so severely prnned, and cut, 
began to bear gooJ fruit. Those afflicted 
parents found more real pleasure, and enjoy- 
ment in serving God than ever they had 
known before. The good Shepherd had led 
tJiem lip the mountain by a very rongh, 
fiteep path. But He had brought them to 
the best pasture. They often say: — "God 
took away our children in mercy to onr sonls." 
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Theywere gi-eat troubles indeed, which God 
eeut upon ihem, biit-He had turned them in- 
to blessings. He had done so hy leading 
them to true happiness. 

And thns we have spoken of three waya 
in which God turns tlie troubles of His |>eo- 
ple into btessinjfs. The first ia hy sa/oing 
them, from danger. The second is hy fitting 
them for uspfvlness. The third is hy lead- 
ing them to happiness. 

And if this be eo then how important it is 
that we ehoiikl become Christians while we 
are young ! Dr. "Watts says, in one of his 
sweet, eim[;le hymns — 

"'Twill save us from a thousand jnores, 
To mind religion young." 

That is very true. But it will save lis 
from a thou-and sorrows Wo, as well as 
snares. If the tree only bears fruit as it 
ouffht to do, the gardener is saved tlie 
trouble of having to prune it, and cut it. 
Bnt if it don't bear fruit he must use the 
Imife. And it is just the same with os. If 
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we don't hear God, when He calls us, aa 
Samuel did, we make it necessary for Him 
to send trouble on us, and break our hearts 
with sorrow, in order to make ua His eliil- 
dren and save our eonls. But don't let ns 
wait for this. Let ub come to Jesus now, as 
BOon as He calla us. Then we shall be 
saved from great trials. And when lesser 
troubles come upon us, we shall find comfort 
in the words of David, when he said ;— 
" Blessed is tlie man whom Thou chasten- 
est." We shall know that every trial sent 
upon us is intended to do us good. O, it is 
a happy thing to be a Christian, for every 
trouble that comes upon us God will turn 
into a blessing. This is one of the sweetest 
of "The Bible Blessings," of which we ace 
speaking. May God give it to you all, my 
dear children, for Jesus' sake I Amen 1 
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e Lord, happy is he." 
Fbotbbbs xtI 
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" Whoao tcasteHi in tha Lord, happy ia he." 

Photeres itI. 30. 

It is wonderfal liow much is said in the 
Bible about trusting God. Here, in the text 
Solomon says "Wlioso trnsteth in Him is 
happy." In Bevoral places it ssys that they 
who trust in Him are blessed. It tells us in 
one place that " they who trust in the Lord 
Bhall not he afraid." Ps. cxxv. 1. It tells 
ns in . nother place that " The Lord delivera 
those who trust in Him," Ps. xxii. 4: — 
that " His mer-ey will surround them," 
Ps. xxxii. 10: —that "He hnoweth," or 
loveth tliem, Nahum i. 7 :— that " He will 
ke^ them in j>erfeet pe/we" Ps. xxvi. 3: — 
and that " He will save them that trust in 
Him," Ps. xxxvii. 4. Now the Bible 
would not say so much about trusting in 
God nnless it was a very important thing. 
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To learn to trust in God is the most iinpor 
tant lesson we ever have to learn. Whei 
you see a real Christian who is alwayt 
happy, the secret of his happiness — the 
tiling that makes him so ready to rejoice, 
and sing all the time is just this — he has 
learned how to trust God. And when you 
see a person who never seems happy, hnt is 
worrying and fretting continually, and 
always afraid that something dreadful is 
going to happen, the simple reason wliy that 
person is so unhappy is that he has never 
learned to trust Giod. But if we ienrn to 
kn'ow tTesu*, as our Saviour, and lo trust Him 
as the Bible teaciies us to do, we ne^'er need 
be unhappy about anything. When the 
pious patriarch Job had lost all his children 
and all his property, and his body was cov- 
ered all over with dreadl'ul boils — he looked 
up to God and said — "Thongh He slay me 
yet will I trust in Ilim." How well .Job had 
learned this lesson of trusting Godl And 
God by Hie grace can teach us to learn it as 
well as Job did. And if we do learn it we 
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shall understand wliat Solomon means whuti 
lie says, " Wlioso trusteth in the Lorii happy 
is he." Trusting God' wili teach us how to 
be happy at all times, and under all cireum- 
stances. This is th& great secret of happi- 
ness. 

Some years ago there was a poor slave in 
one of the West India Islands who had 
become a Christian. He had learned well 
this lesson of trusting God. The missionari' 
whose church he attended was talking to 
him one day. " Well Sambo," said the mis- 
sionary, "if your driver should lay you 
down and flog you what would you do?" 
" Me love God and trust Him all de rfame." 

" But if you could get no meat to eat what 
would you do?" 

"Me eat, me tank me Fader : me no eat, 
me tank me Fader. Me live, me tank me 
Fader: me die, me tank me Fader." 

What a noble answer that was! How 
much like Job's saying — "Though lie slay 
loe yet will I trust in Him." How happy 
we should be indeed, if we could learn thua 
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to put our trust in God I We are not fit to 
live till we learn to trust in God. Would 
you be willing to go to sea in a vessel that 
had no anchor ? No. Such a veseel is not 
fit to go to sea. But trust in God is just as 
important to ns as the anclior is to the sli p. 
Would yon be willing to live in a liouse that 
was just built on the sand, and had no foun- 
dation ? No. Such a house would not be 
lit to live in. But ti-ust in God is as impor- 
tant to OB as the foundation is to the bnild- 

JNow I vrish to speak to you of four things 
for which we should trust in God. 

The first thing for which we should learn 
to trust God is ouk dailt bread. 

Jesus tauglit us to pray for this in the 
Lord's priiyer, when we are directed to say 

—"Our Father give us this day our 

daily bread." And whatever God teaches 
us to pray tor, He intends that we should 
trust Him to give its. Wliat a beautiful lea- 
eon Jesus taught His disciples on this sub- 
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ject, one day when He was on eai'th 1 
Most of them had been fishermen. Thi-y 
had been accu-;tomed to earn their fuod and 
clothing by hard worli. And when tliey 
had caught a good lot of fish, they knew 
very well how to sell them, and get money 
to buy bread, and clothes for their families. 
Bnt now they had given up their fishing bii- 
Binesa to follow Jeaus, — to preach the gospel, 
and as He said, become "tisiiers of men." 
And 1 suppose they began to be afraid they 
never would get money enough to buy 
themselves bread to eat, or clotlies to put 
on. And so in the very first sermon that 
Jesus preached — the sermon on the mount, 
He gave them a most beautiful lesson on 
this subject ; a lesson which I suppose they 
never forgot. He said to them — "Take no 
thought for your life, what ye shall eat. or 
what ye shall drink ; nor yet for your bodies 
what ye shall put on. Behold the fowls ot 
the air; for they sow not, neitlier do they 
reap, nor gather into bams ; yet your 
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not 
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much better than thej V What a sweet lea- 
son this is to trust in God for our daily 
bread [ Every time we see a little bird, 
hupping about, picking up the food which 
God has provided for it, chirping cheerfully, 
and singing merrily, we shouid be reminded 
of the leason Jesus gave His disciples. That 
little bird becomes a sort of preacher, — a 
minister of Christ to us. He seems to eay-— 
" Don't be afraid. Trust God for your daily 
bread. I have no money. I can't work for 
my food, yet, somehow or other God always 
sees that I get enough to eat. The God 
who takes care of a tiny Jittle thing like me, 
won't forget you. If he feeds His bii'ds, 
surely He won't starve his children." 

This is the lesson Jesus gives us aliout our 
daily food. And then see what He says 
about trusting God tor clothing. " Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow : tliey 
toil not, neither do they spin ; and ye^ I say 
unto you that even Solomon, in all his glory, 
was not .nrrayed like one of these. Wiiere- 
fore, if God so clotlie the grass ot the field, 
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which to day is, and to-morrow 18 Cii:t into 
the oven, shall He not much more clothe yon, 
O, ye of little faith ?" Hero Jesus does, aa 
it were, ordain every spear of grass, and 
every teautifu! flower that springs out of the 
earth, and make them preachers. "VViien 
we see them covering the ground, and 
adominp; it with beauty, they seem to say to 
us^" O trust in God for chithing. For 
surely He wlio can aiford to clothe His field 
in such a way, will never forget to clothe 
his people." 

Let na think of these precious lessons of 
Jesus whenever we look upon tlie little 
birds, the ijrass, or the flowers, and tliey will 
help us to trust in God for our daily bread. 

You remember the prophet Elijah. He 
had to go our, and live all bj himself in the 
wilderness, because Ahab, the wicked king 
of Israel, was trying to kill him. There was 
notliing there for him to eat. It was impos- 
sible for him to get any fdud for Jiimself. 
But he trusted in God, and He sent him ra- 
vens to bring him bread and flesh morning 
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by morning, and evening by evening, jnet 
as long as he stayed there. "We are not told 
exactly how long this was, but it mnst have 
been a good many months. How very won- 
derful this was 1 You must recollect that it 
was during a time of famine. Food was 
-very scarce. The ravens must have fonnd it 
hard to get food for tliemselvea. And then 
they are very greedy birds, as their name in- 
dicates. They iiru called ravens because of 
their ravenous dia]iosition. They are eager 
to devour all they cm get No doubt theaa 
ravens were very hungry, and yot they 
bronj^ht this food, and laid it down at the 
feet of the prophet, without attempting to 
eat a bite of it. O, it is worth wliiJe to trust 
for onr daily bread in that God who could 
feed one of His people in such a way I 

Perhaps you have bean! the story iihout 
" The Man-Eaven," but it suits so nicely ihis 
part of oui' snbject, that I must bring it in 
here. 

Mrs, Eogera was a poor woman, living in 
a small town in England. She had four lit- 
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tie children, of whom Richard, the eldest, 
was about eight years old. One evening, in 
the midst of winter, her children -were hun- 
gry. She had no food to give them. But 
phe loved iiiid served God, and trusting in 
Him to provide for them daily hvead, she 
kneeled down with !ier hungry little ones, to 
tell Him of their wants, and ask Him to sup- 
ply ihem. 

At the close of the prayei", Richard said to 
her, " Mother, doeen't the Bible say that God 
once sent some ravens with bread to a man 
who was hmigrj ?" 

" Yes, my child ; but that was a long time 
ago. And that was a miracle, and we've no 
right to expect that God will work miracles 
now." 

"Well, but." 6aid Kicbard, "don't yon 
think God can send us some ravens with 
bread now, just as well as Hedid then ? I'm 
going to open the door, or tiiey can't get in ;" 
and jumping up, he ran to the door, and 
threw it open wide, so that the candle shone 
ont into the street. 
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A few mimites after, the village magis- 
trate was passing by, and glancing through 
the open door, he was so pleased by the sight 
of the mother sun-ounded by her little ones, 
and all looking so neat and clean, that he 
stepped in and said to Mr;?. Rogers—" My 
good friend, how does it iuippen tliat yoar 
door is standing open this cold winter's 
night?" 

Mrs. Rogers was a little confused at seeing 
suih a gentleman come into her poor room ; 
but sbe rose up, and spoke respectfully to 
him, and taking liff It i chard's cap, and laying 
her hand on bis bead, she said, smilin:: — 

"It was my little boy tliat opened tlie 
door, a moment ago, in order, as he said, 
'that the rai'unsmiglit come in, and bring us 
some bread.' " 

Now the ravens, you know, are always 
black birds, and it so happened that this gen- 
tleman was actually dressed in black, from 
head to foot. 

" Ah, indeed," said he, langbing, " Rich- 
ard is right. The raven has come, and he ia 
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a pretty big one, too. Come with me, my 
Htlle man, and I will show yoa wliere tho 
bread is." 

Then he took the litfle l^oy with him to 
the grocer's, filled a basket with provisiorie, 
ayd eent him home with it. Richard, you 
may be sure, horned back as fast as he coiiid. 
The poor children were soon clapping their 
hands with joy at the sight of the food. 

When they had finished their meal, Kich- 
ar(J again went to the door, took off his cap, 
and looking np to the sky, s,iid, " Ihank yon, 
dear Father in heaven, for sending this nice 
food." Then he came in, and shut tJie door. 
" Whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy is he." 
The fii-st thii!g for which we ought to trust 
Gild is, ^or daily hread. 

The second ihmg/or which we should trust 

God is, PROTECTION IS DANQER. 

We read in the Bible about flie great dan- 
ger that Daniel was in. If he didn't stop 
praying, Iik would be thrown into the den of 
hungry Iiotis. But Daniel resolved to go on 
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praying, and tru8t to God to protect him from 
the lions. He continued to pray three times 
a day, and when he was thrown into the 
lions' den, God ehut the months of the lions 
80 that they didn't hurt him the least. 

Then there were tlioee three good men, 
Shadrack, Meaheck, and A be da ego, who 
were in danger of being thrown into the 
burning fiery furnace, unless they would 
kneel down and worship the golden image 
which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 
But they knew it was a great sin to bow 
down before that Btn|iid image. They re- 
solved not to commit this sin. They made 
up their minds to do what was right, and 
then trust to God to take care of tliein, and 
protect them from danger. They did bo: and 
when they wore tlirowu into tlie blazing fur- 
nace, God kept the flames frrjm hurting 
tliem ; and tJiey walked up and down in the 
midst of the roaring fire as sufely and pleas- 
antly as if they had been walking in their 
own garden. How wonderful this was! 
What an illustration of the truth of Solo- 
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mon's words wJien lie said, •' Whoso trust- 
etli the Lord, happy is he." 

In the year 166!5, nearly two hnndrod 
years ago, the great city of London wiis vis- 
ited by Che plague. This was a dreadful 
disuase, like the choL'i-a, or the ysllow 
fever, only worse than eithei- of tJiem. 
^('one of the physici ma could cure it, or do 
anything for the reliuf of those wlio h;id it. 
Tiiti people were cut down before it, just as 
the grass is mowed down by the scythe. 
There was a good minister living in London 
when this plague broke out, whuae name 
was the liev. Thomas Vincent. He had no 
Church of bis own, but liad been occupied 
as a teacher. "When this dreadful disease 
began he shut np his school, and resolved to 
spend his time in preaching to the people, in 
visiting the sick, and dying, and telling 
them abuut Jesus. Most of the clergy had 
left, and his friends tried to persuade him to 
go away too, and not to expose himself to so 
much danger. But he refused to go. He 
said lie trusted in God : He was able to 
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protect him from the danger if He saw fit, 
and if not lie was willing to die in the work 
that was before him. And bo he stayed 
there all the time of the plague, tie 
preached in some of the Cliiirches every 
Sunday. Great crowds flocked to hear him, 
for all biiBini'SS was stopped. During the 
week he went everywhere among the sick, 
reading and talking to tJiem, and telling 
them about Jesus, and the way to heaven. 
During that terrible - season nearly 70,000 
people died of the phigue in Loudon, 
Seven persons died in the family in which 
this good minister lived. Yet he did not die. 
He never was sick an Jiour the whole time. 
He trusted in God, and happy was he. God 
protected him in danger. 

I wish to give you one other illustration 
of this part of the subject. This is con- 
nected with the late war. It took place at 
the battle of Gettysburgh, in our owu State, 
in the summer of 1863. 

In one ol'the regiments of the rebel array 
was a company of soldiers from North Caro- 
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lina. In this company was a person wlio 
beloTified to the religious Society of 
Friends, sometimes called Quakers. He 
had been forced to join the ai-iny against 
his own will. He protested against it, and 
said he was opposed, on conscientious prin- 
ciples, to fighting, under any circumstances ; 
that he could not and would not fight. But 
nobody wonld mind him. He was forced to 
shoulder iiis musket, and march. Ho did so, 
but always saying that he would not fight. 

The regiment to which he belonged joined 
General Lee's army in the invasion of Penn- 
sylvania. But it never was called into 
action till they came to Gt^ttysburgh. There 
it was soon known that a great battle was to 
be fought. Just before the battle began 
this Friend went to the Colonel of his regi- 
ment and said he could not go into the fight. 
The Colonel said h.e must. He said he 
could not, and would not, "Then," said 
the Colonel, " Fll have you shot." 

"Thee can do as thee pleases about that. 
I tnist in God — but I caimot fight." 
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The Colonel had him led out into an open 
space, and ordered out a equad of soldiers to 
Bhoot him. Wliiie the soldiers were making 
ready, taking aim, and waiting the com 
mand to fire — the man stood calmly there, 
and lifting up his face to heaven, said in a 
loud, clear voice — " Father forgive them, 
for they know not what they do!" The 
men threw down their arms, and said " they 
wonldn't shoot such a man." 

Another squad was called out, and the 
Bame thing occured with them. The Col- 
onel was very angry. He swore a dread- 
ful oath declaring he would trample the man 
to death. He put his spnrs to his horse, 
and galloped up to him to ride him down. 
But when the horse came up to the man, he 
reared up on his hind legs and turned away 
from him. Tliia was repeated two or three 
times with the same result. Then the trum- 
pet sounded to battle. 

The Colonel had to hasten away and lead 
his men into the fight, and in one of the 
first valleys fired by our army he fell mor- 
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tally wounded. The Quaker soldier was 
taken prisoner by our men. He was 
brought to Philadelphia and afterwards dis- 
charged by Pre-iident Lincoln, and released 
from doing military duty. This man 
" trusted in the Lird, and happy was he." 
The second thing for which we should 
trust GoA is — protection in danger.* 

The third thing for which we should trust 

God is OOMFOET IN SORROW. 

God has two ways of comfortiug His peo- 
ple when they are in sorrow. One of these 
ways is by taking away the cause of 
ihevf sorrow. One day God sent the pro- 
phet Isaiah to Hezetiah, the king of Judah, 
to tell him that he was was soon to die, and 



• KoTE. The fects of this incident are perfectly 
aathentic. Sever^il of my intimate friends, intelligent, 
and reliable Cliriatian men, who are personally ac- 
quainted with the friends of the individual referred to, 
have furnished me with the above account, and have 
Kpeatedly cerCilled me of its correctness. b. s. 
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that he must get re.idy at once for death. 
This threw him into ijreat troable. He 
didn'l want to leave his kingdom juat then, 
and he felt a very great desire to live a few 
years longer. lie wept, and prayed, and 
was in great sorrow. God heard his prayers, 
and sent the prophet to him again to tell 
him that he might hve fifteen years longer. 
Then tlie king was very glad, and went np 
into the temple to thank God for His great 
goodness. Thus you see how God comforted 
Isaiah by taking away tlie cause of his soi-- 

Some years ago, dnriug the ware between 
England and France, an English ship was 
captured by tiie French, and the officers and 
crew were taken prisoners. The captain of 
the English ship was named Harris. He was 
a Christian man, and knew how to trust in 
God. But when he found himself a prisoner 
in a strange land, his vessel lost, and all his 
property taken from him, he was greatly dis- 
tressed. He couldn't eat the prison fare, and 
yet he had no money to buy any other. He 
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feared lie should get sick and die, and thus 
Ilia heart waa full of sorrow. But though he 
felt BO badly, he never said a word about it 
to ilia fellow prisoners. He only lifted up 
hia heart ia prayer to God, and tried to trust 
iu Him. 

One day a Frtiich gentleman came into 
the prison, and made this singular etateinent. 
Said he: — "There is some person in this 
prison in great distress of mind for want of 
money. I don't know who it is, or what hia 
name is; but tiie moment I see him I shiill 
know him, for I dreamed about hini last 
night, and saw liim so distinctly in my 
dream that I shall recognize him at once." 

He then began to Ipok round among the 
prisoners, and the very moment he saw Cap- 
tain Harris, he exclaimed, "That's the man." 
He then inquired if he was not in want of 
money, and lent him as much as he needed. 
Captain Harris "trusted in the Lord, and 
happy was he." God comforted him by fe- 
moving the cause of his sorrow. 

But God doesn't always see it best to take 
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away from His people the thing that troubles 
tliem. Then hehasfinotlier way of comforting 
them. He does this hy helpiTig them to tear 
thevr troubles comfortahly. Suppose you are 
carrying a heavy load on your shoulder. 
You want to get rest. Well, now, if a strong 
man should come along, and take hold of the 
other end of the load so that you could hard- 
ly I'eel it, that would be about the same aa 
though it were lifted entirely off your shoul- 
der. 

St. Paul had a trouble of some kind when 
he was on earth. He called it " a thorn in 
the flesh." We don't know what it was. 
But it worried him a great deal, and hf 
prayed to God three times to take it away. 
Go 1 did not do this; "but He told him He 
would give him grace to help him bear it. 
This comforted Paul in his sorrow, as much 
as if the cause of it had been taken away. 

There was a good minister in London once, 
who did not fully undei-stand what he was 
preaching about. He felt that a true Chris- 
tian ought to be happy at all times, but stili 
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he didn't exactly see how that couid he in a 
world where there is so much trouble. lie 
prayed rery eiirnestly *hat God would help 
him to understand it. One day, after he had 
done praying, he felt that it pressed upon hia 
mind very strongly, that if he would take a 
walk over the Waterloo hridge he would get 
some information on the snhject. He went 
to the hridge. When ha was ahout half 
way across, he overtook a plain-looking man, 
dressed in very poor clothes. 

" I wish you a good morning, my friend," 
6aid the minister. 

"I never had a bad morning, sir," replied 
the man, 

" That is very singular. I wish yoa may 
always be ao fortnnate," 

"I never was unfortunate," said he. 

" I hope you will always be as happy," 
said the minister. 

"I never was unhappy," said the other. 

'■I wish," said the ininistar, "that you 
would explain yourself a little." 

"That 1 will do cheerfaliy," said he. " I 
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said that I never liiid a bad morning, for every 
morning, even it' I am pinclied with hunger, 
brings me something for which to thank God, 
And vrhile I have cause for praise, whe'Aier 
it rains, or hails, or anowa, no morning cornea 
to me without joy. If I am poor and miaer- 
able in this world's concerns, I can yet thank 
God for loving me, and giving me Hie grace. 
You wished tliat I niiglit always be "forta- 
nate ; but I cannot be unfortunate, because 
nothing befalls me but according to the wilt 
of God, and I believe that Hie will is always 
goiid in whatever He does, or permits to be 
done. . Yon wished me always tiappy ; but 
I cannot be uniiappy, becnuse my will is al- 
ways resigned to the ivillof Gfod." This man 
" truoted in God, and happy was ha." The 
third thing for which, we i/rvst God is, comr 
fort in Burrow. 

There is one rnore thing for which we 
Bhmdd tntst Ood, hut ihin is the most irnpor- 
ta/nt of all, viz : — to save our souls. 

The Bible telle us that the way to be saved 
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is "to believii on the Lord Jusiis Curist." 
To believe in Jesus, or to have fiiith in Jesus, 
means the same thing &a to have trust in 
Him. When Jasiia hun^ bleeding and dying 
on the cross, He was suffering the punish- 
ment of our sins. And because he hns suf- 
fered tor UB, we have nntliing to suffer. We 
are pardoned and saved when we believe in 
Jesne, or when we trust in Him to save ns. 

I was reading the other day, abouttwo lit- 
tle children. They were brother and sister. 
Their names were Charles and Jane. They 
loved each other very much, and were gene- 
rally good children. But sometimes they 
gave way to bad tempers, and then they liad 
to be pui'ished. 

One day Httie Jane, who was only about 
four years old, liad been doing something 
■wrong. To punish her for this, iier mother 
toh) her she couldn't go out to play, but 
must sit still in tlie corner of the nursery for 
half an hoiir. Presently Charles came in. 
He was a year older than Jiiue. Finding 
.hat his sister had to be punished for doin^ 
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wrong, he said — " Moclier, please let me sit 
in Janie'spliice, and take her punishment for 
her." His mother was pleased at liis kind- 
ness, and said he might. Then he ran up to 
liis sister and kissed her, and said, " Now, 
Jaiiie, you may go and play, and 1 will' stay 
here in jotir place." When Janie was g"ne, 
he settled himself quietly down in a corner 
of the room, and seemed to be engaged in 
thinking earnestly about sometliing. After 
a while he said, "Mother, isn't this Uke Je- 
sus?" "What do you mean, my child?" 
asked liis mother. "Why, didn't Jesus take 
onr pnnishment wJien he hung upon the 
cross, that we might not be punished forever, 
just as I have taken Ja'iie's punishment ?" 

Tliat little fellow was rigut. He under- 
stood the Bible way of salvation. Hia sister 
was out playing because he was bearing her 
puniahmeut. And just so we are saved be- 
cause Jesus has borne our jmnishment. Tlie 
Bible tells us " He was wnunded lor our 
transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities: 
and by His stripes we are healed," Ail that 
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is necessary for iis in order to be saved, ie to 
tiiist in Jesus. This is what Jesus meant 
when He saiii, " God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son that whoso- 
ever hdieveth in Him, should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." " Whosoever be- 
lieveth" — or truateth — in Jesus, "shall have 
everlasting Hfe." Jesus has done everything 
for ns. There is nothing left for ns to do but 
to trust. It is not our tCiirs or prayers that 
save ii8- It is not being baptised or receiv- 
ing the Lord's Supper that saves us. It is 
Jesus who saves us. He eaves all who trust 
in Him. Many people won't believe this, 
Tliey think they must do something them- 
selves before Jesoa will save them. But this 
is a mistnke. And we never can be happy 
till we give up trying to do anything, and 
just trust to Jesus. 

I was reading lately of a hidy who felt that 
s'le was a sinner. Slie was in great distress 
on account of her pins. She went to, her 
minister, and asked, -'"What must I do to he 
saved ?" He said, "Tliere is nothing for you 
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to do. Only trust in Jesus, and He will save 
you." 

But she thought there must be sometliing 
for her to do. She went home. Slie shut 
herself up in her room, and resolved to keep 
on reading her Bible and praying, till she 
could feel that her sina were pardoned, and 
sl)o was saved. 

After awhile she felt very tired, and fell 
asleep. Tlien she dreamed that she was fall- 
in*; over a frightful precipice. But jnet aa 
she was g"ing over she eaiight hold of a 
twig, by which she hung over the yawning 
gulf In her fright she cried out, " O save 
mel save mel" 

She hoard' a voice below, which, in her 
dream, she knew to be the voice of Jesus. 
He said, "Let go tlie twiy-, and I will anve 
yon." " Lurd, save me!" she cried again 
and again. &till the same answer was re- 
turned — "Let go the twiir, and I will save 
yon." She thought siio would fall and perish 
if s!ie loosed her hold on the twig, Bnt the 
same eiimest, solemn voice, whs lieard say- 
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ing, "I caiJiiot save yon till you let go that 
twig." At laat she let it go. Then she fell 
into the arras of Jesus, and was sate. The 
joy which this occasioned, woke her. In 
her sleep she had learned the way of salva- 
tion. She fonnd that the things she was try- 
ing to do, in order to he saved, were like the 
twig to which she clung, and which kept iier 
from being saved. And when she gave up 
trying to do anything, and just trusted in 
Jesus, this was like letting go the twig, and 
falling into His arms. Then she was saved. 
This is the meaning of that be .utifnl hymn 
we often sing : — 

" Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Ttee : 
In my liand no price I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I clmg." 

Now I have spoken of four things for 
which «e sliould trnst in God. We should 
trust Him for ow daily hread : — for^ro- 
tection in danger :—:for comfort m sorrow : 
— and to save owr aoula. 
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Bnt we never can trust God ariglit, nnlesa 
He shall help ns. Then let ns ask God in 
prayer to give us His grace and Holy Spirit 
that we may know how to trust Him, Then 
we shall understand the meaning of the text 
when it eaya — " Whoso trneteth in the Lord, 
happy is he." 
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" Blessed arB the ineak." 

Matthew v. 6. 

These words are found in tlie Pennon on 
tlie Mount. Tliat was our Saviour's first 
eeriiion. It was tlie greatest eeriiion ever 
preached. "What a wonderful preacher 
Jesus was I For four tlioiisand years before 
He came His coming had been foretold. 
That was a loii^ time to wait for Hia com- 
ing, Ii was so long that some people bogiin 
to think lie never would come at all. But, 
at last He came. And then His friends felt 
a very great desire to know what He would 
saj when He began to preach. When the 
time arrived for IJim to preach His first sor- 
iiion, He didn't enter a churcli and stand up 
in a pulpit : but He went up to ilie top a 
moantain. The people followed Him tliere^ 
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and gatlieied round Him, very a 
hear tlis eorinon. Then He sat down, with 
the people all aboat Him, in the open air, 
ou the mountain top, and preached this 
wonderful sermon. Y"ou would think it 
very strange, if I should liave a chair- here, 
and sit down to preach. And it would be 
strange because the custom with ns is for 
ministers to stand up, when they preacli. 
But then, it was different. The custom 
then was for ministers, or public teachers to 
sit down, wlien they were preaching, or 
teaching. And so we read that Jesus "sat 
down" to preach. And when He began 
His sermon the first thing He had to speak 
about was blessings. The very first word 
tliat catne out of His mouth wlien He began 
to preach was tlie vovd—" £lesaed." And 
He went on to repeat that sweet word — 
blessed— hi ensed — blessed — till He had used 
it nine, or tun times before He had anything 
else to say. It seemed as if His great lov- 
ing lieart was so full of blessings that there 
was nothing else (or Him to speak of. The 
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Bible teils us that God seut Him into our 
world to blesd men, and liere we see what a 
good beginning He made in this blessed 
work. But the things that Jesus spoke of as 
blessings, arc very d liferent from those that 
people generally regard a^ blessings. Most 
people say — " blessed are they that are 
rich" : but Jesus says " biesead are the poor 
in spirit." Most people say, — " blessed are 
they tliat are always glad," but Jesus says, 
" blessed are they tliat moura, for they shall 
be comforted." Most people say, — " blessed 
are they that always liave plenty to eat, and 
di-ink, and never feel the want of anything," 
bul Jesus Bays, — " blessed are they that 
hunger and thirst after righteousness," 
Most people say, — " blessed are those who 
stand up for their own rights, and are al- 
wiiys ready to give sliarp answers to any 
who speak sharply to tliem" ; bnt Jesus says, 
" blessed are the meek." 

Some ministers don't try to practice what 
they preach. Yon iiave often seen sign- 
posts by tlie side of the road. They are 
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planted there, and point to people with tlie 
finger, the way to walk in, but they never 
move in it themselves. And ministers who 
pi-ench what tliey don't practice are sign- 
post ministers. Tiiey point out a way which 
they don't travel. But it was not so with 
Jesus. He preached meekness, and He 
practised meekness. Here, He eaya 
"bleeeed are the meek." And in anotlior 
place He says — " Learn of me, for / am 
meek." And, O, Jesus was wonderfully 
meek. He never spoke a cross, or unkind 
word to any body. And yet how many 
things were said to Him that were calcu- 
lated to iiurt His feelings, and make Him 
angry I They called Him a glutton, and a 
drunkard. And when He ]ierforraed wnn- 
derons miracles by His own power, they 
said He did them by tlie help of Satan. 
Tet we read that " when He was reviled He 
reviled not again." When fhey said all 
manner of evil things ubout Him, "like a 
sheep before the shearers He opened not His 
mouth." Je&nB might well say, " Learn of 
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me, for I am meek." To be meek is to be 
like Jesns. Meek persons are always gentle, 
and kind, and polite in the way in which 
they speak and act to others. And in Hia 
great Fermon on the Mount Jesus said 
" Blessed are the meek." I wish to speak 
of three ways in which meekness brings a 
blessing even in this present life. 

The firxt way is bt saving ub from 

TKOUELE. 

Sometimes we hear persons complaining 
that the people around them are cross, or 
disagreeable, when the real trouble lies in 
themselves. 

One day a little boy, whose name wi« 
Johnny Wilson, came rurming into the 
house wlien his sister Mury was sewing. He 
held something in his hand which lie hiid 
found in the y^rd. " Oli, sister Mary," said 
he, " I've found a pretty thin^. It is a piece 
of red glass, and wl-en I look through it 
every thing is red too. The trees, tlie 
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lionsee, the gre«M grass, your face, and 
everything ie red." 

Mary said, " Yes, it's very beantiful : and 
let me slmw yoii how to learn a useful lesson 
from it. You roiiieinber the other day, you 
thought everyliocly was cross to you. Then 
you were like this jjiece of glass, wliich 
makes everytLinj; look red, because it is 
red. When you feel cross and disagreeable 
you think everybody around you is cross and 
disagreeable too. But when you are in 
good humor, and feel kind, and pleasant 
yourselli other people will seem just the 
same towards you. 

I remember hearing of a little boy who 
was taught this same lesson by his mother 
in a different way. They were on a visit in 
the coiinti-y. At the edge of tlie woods, 
near tiie house when they were staying, was 
a vei7 fine echo. Little Gf-eorge didn't un- 
derstand about echoes. One day his mother 
was sitting on tlie jjort'li, and he was play- 
ing near by. Something led him to call 
aloud. Presently the echo of his voice came 
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back. He didn't know what it was, but 

supposed tliat some boy in the woocte was 
calling to him. He stood still awhile. 

Then lie cried " Halloo 1 " " Halloo," 
was tlie reply. "Who are you?" — " Wiio 
are yoii?" asked the echo. "Clear out!'' 
— "Clear out." "Ton're a mean eliapl" — 
" Mean chap." 

"I'll lick you 1" — "Lick yoii," said the 
echo. He couldn't Btand tliis. So he ran to 
tiie house, "Mother, I don't want to stay 
here," said he, "there's som bad boy down 
in the woods who keeps calling me names, 
and threatening to whip me." 

" O, I guess not," said his motlier, who 
had hoard it all, and knew what it was. 

" Yes, indeed there is then, I'or Le has 
been calling me names, and saying saucy 
things to me." 

"Weil, go out again," said his mother, 
"and tell him he's a good fellow, and ask 
him to have an apple." 

So the little boy ran out towards the 
■woods, and cried " Halloo 1 " — " Halloo " 
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was eclinod back. "You're a good fellow' 
"Good fellow," was the answer. "I'll giva 
yon an apple." — "Give an apple" — was 
heard from the wnods. Then he ran back 
to his mother, and said, " Why, mother, there 
must be two boys in the woods, a good boy, 
and a bad boy." 

"No, my child," eaid hia motber, " tliere 
is no boy there at all. It's only the echo of 
your own voice that you have heard. 
When you speak kind and pleasant words, 
the echoes are kind and pleasant. And 
when you speak cross, and ugly words the 
echoes you hear are just the same. Kind- 
ness is like a soft, gentle echo. If we speak 
loving words to others, loving words will 
come back to us, and if we do kind actions 
to others kind actions will come back to us." 

A great while ago tiiere was a little girl 
at school in France. One day she was 
walking wifii her companions in one of the 
public gardens in P;iris. It happened that 
there was a poor soldier then on duty. He 
was auifering very much from thirst, but 



.tec bv Google 



THE BLESSINGt OF MEEKNESS. 253 

was not able to leave his post to go and get 
a drink. So he begged these young ladies 
to bring him a drink of water from a fonn- 
tain not far off. The little girl's compan- 
ions passed proudly on, and said it was very 
rnde and impertinent in a common soldier 
to speak to them. Ent little Lncy had a 
kind and tender heart, full of meekness and 
gentleness, and she couldn't think of leaving 
a fellow-ereatnre to want, when it was in her 
power to help him. So, she ran, and got 
some water, thongh her companions were 
scolding her for doing it. When she 
brought the water to the poor soldier, he 
drank it etigerly, and then thanked her 
heartily for it, and asked her to give him 
her name, and the name of the street and 
the number of the house in which she lived. 
She did this, and then went away. 

Not long after this a dreadful massacre 
took place in that city, of all the Protestants. 
Hundreds and thousands of them were 
cruelly murdered ! But that little girl was 
saved. The poor soldier had not forgotten 
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her. He had been accustomtid to scenes of 
cruelty and bloodshed, bat that one kind ac- 
tion had made a deep impression on him. 
He sought out the little girl while the mas- 
Baci'6 was going on, and took her to a plaoe of 
safety. And so she found that the echo of her 
kindness and gentleness came back to her 
amidst those fearful scenes of slaughter. 
Here you see how her meekness was a bless- 
ing to her in saving her from trouble. 

Now let me tell you about the conductor 
of a railway train, and the trouble he got in- 
to by not having a meek, or gentle, pleasant 
way of speaking. The cars were waiting at 
a station on one of our western railways. The 
baggage master was busy with baggage and 
checks. The men were hurrying to and fro 
%7ith chests and trunks. Men, women and 
children were rushing for the cars, and 
securing their seats, while the engine was 
snorting, and puffing and blowing. 

A man very poorly dressed was standing 
on the platform. He was looking carelessly 
about. He was lame, and, judging from his 
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personal appearance, one wouSd have sup- 
posed he was a person of no wealth or influ- 
ence. The conductoi' slapped liini roughly 
on the shoulder, and said, " Halloo, old 
Limpy ; get on board, or you'll be left." 

"Time enough, I reckon," said lie, and 
continued quietly looking about liim. 

Presently the last trunk was tumbled into 
the baggage car, " All aboard," cried the 
conductor. " Get on, Limpy," said he to the 
carelessly dressed lame man, as he passed 
by. 

He said nothing, but quietly stepjied on to 
the platform of the last car, as the train was 
slowly moving off. He tdk a seat, and put 
his valise in the rack overhead. 

After the train had moved on a few miles, 
the conductor came in. Passing along, he 
recognized the lame man, and said in a very 
rough way — 

"Hand out your money here." 

"I don't pay," said the man, very quietly. 

" Don't pay V 

" No, sir." 
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" Well, air, then I shall put you out at the 
next etatloii," and hu seized the vaiise iu the 
rack over his head. 

" Better not be so rough, young man," re- 
plied the stranger. 

The conductor left the valise there whilo 
he went on collecting the fare or tickets from 
the other passengers. As he stopped at a 
seat a little way off, a gentleman, vifiio had 
heard what bad just been 6aid, looked up at 
him, and asked, " Do you know who that 
peraon is to whom you have been speaking ?" 

" No, sir." 

"Well, that's Mi'. Warburton, the presi- 
dent of this road." 

" Are you sure of that, sir ?" said the con- 
ductor, trying to conceal his agitation, 

" Oh, yes. I know know him very well." 

li'a thnnder-bolt had struck him he could 
hardly hiive been more confounded. He was 
ashamed and Lnortiiied at himself, as well as 
grieved to think of being turned out of his 
place. For of course he had nothing better to 
expect after insulting the president of the Com- 
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pany in such a manner. But he went through 
the cars, and finished the biisiDess of collecting 
the farea oi' tickets. Tlieri he c;ime back to 
Mr. Warbartoii. He took his books from 
liis pocket, the bank bills and the dckLta he 
had collected, and laid them in Mr. Warbur- 
toii'e hands, saying, at the same time, 

"I resign my place, sir." 

The President looked over the accounts 
a few moments, and then, inotioniug to a va- 
cant seat at his side, said ; — 

"Sit dowu, sir, I would like to talk with 
yon." 

Ae the young man sat dowti, the President 
turned to him a face on which there was no 
trace of anger, and said, in an undertone; — 

" My young ft iend, I'm so sorry to see you 
act in such a way. I h;ive no rereni^e to 
gratity in this matter, but you have been 
very imprudent. If you should act in this 
way to sti'angers, it would do a great injury 
to the company. I might tell the Board of 
i of what has taken placy, but I 
By doing this, I should throw you 
9 
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out of a sitnation and you might find hard to 
get another. But in future veitiember to be 
gentle and pohte to all you meet. You cannot 
judge a man by the coat he wears, and even 
the poorest ought to be treated with kijid- 
ness. Take buck your hooka, sii-. I shan't 
tell any one of what has piissed. If you 
change your course, nothing that has hap- 
puned shall injure you. Your situation is 
Btill continued. Good morning, sir." 

The train of ears went thundering on ita 
■way, but that roiiLzh young conductor luid 
been taught a lesson that lie would not be 
likely Boon to forget. If we could have gone 
to him at the close of that day, and have 
asked him what Jesas meant when He said, 
" Blesbcd are the meek"? he would h;ive 
given us a guod illustration of His meaning. 
He would havs! told us of the trouble that he 
brought upon himself by the want of meek- 
ness, and in what a blessed way tha meeknesa 
of the President of that railwaj had saved 
him from that trouble. 
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Tlie first way in which meekness is a bless- 
ing is, by saving us from trouble. 

The second way in which it is a hlessing 

is, hy DOING GOOD TO OtTfiSELVES. 

Meekness, or gentJeiioss, is very much des- 
pised Ity some people, yet it is one of the 
mightiest things in the world. God is con- 
quering the world to Himself by love, the 
love of Jesiie in dying for us. And gentle 
ness or meekness is the OTily way in which 
love shows itself in acting or speaking. A 
kind word, a loving, gentle vi>ice or manner, 
has more ]iower in it than ai! the hiirah words 
that ever were spoken, or all the hard blows 
that can be given. It will subdne the 
stubborn will, smooth down the rugged, 
frowning brow, and work wonders. Why, 
evtn the dnmb animals, though they don't 
understand what yon say, yet know when 
you s| eak kindly to them. 

A man was diiving a loaded cart along the 
street one day. It was a lieavy load the 
horse was drawing. At one place hs didn't 
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turn in the way the carter wanted him to 
go. He was a cross, ill-tempered man, and 
he begun to swear at the horse, and lash him 
with liis whip. Still he wouldn't go right 
Tlie more the man beat him, the more he 
persisted in reaving and plonging, and hold- 
ing back. There waa another man along 
with the cart of a different temper. He went 
np to the hoise, and patted him on the neck. 
He stroked his m.ine softly, and spoke gently 
to him. The horse turned his head, and tixed 
his big eyes on the man, just as if he whs 
trying to say, " Why, my good fellow, I'll do 
anything in the world for you, because yon 
speak kindly to me." And then, bending 
his broad chest against the load, he turned 
the cart down tlie lane, and trotted along as 
brisklj' as though the load was only a play- 
thiii-. 

I said that politeness is one of the forms 
in which true meekness, or gentleness, shows 
itself. Now it costs very little to be poHte, 
and it often pays very well. Some years 
ago, there was a poor widow in one of our 
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Soiitliern States. She had an only sin wlioae 
name was George. She was a Cbristian ino- 
tlier, and had taught lier son the blessednesB 
of meekness. He was a very gentle, polite 
little t'ell'jw, and prefty smart, too. One 
evening George's mother wanted to milk 
their cow. Bnt the cnw had a calf, who did- 
n't like to see anybody gettmg the milk bnt 
herself, and would therefore make all the 
trouble she could while this operation was go- 
ing on. So George's mother told him to him 
to catch the calf, and hold it by the ears till 
she had done milking. He did eo. And 
while he was thns engaged, a very wealthy 
gentleman in the neigh borliood was passing 
by. An he rode ahmg, he said — 

" Good evening, my little man." 

"Good evening, sir," said George, at the 
Same time making a polite hnw. 

" But why didn't you pull off your hat, my 
6on," asked the gentleman, " with such a 
polite bow ?" 

" Why, sir, you see I am holding the c;i!f 
by the ears, while mother milks the cow ; 
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but if ymi will only liave the kindness to 
come and hold her for me, I will take my hat 
off in a minute." 

The gentleman was so pleased with 
George's poUteness, and the shrewdness of 
■his reply, that not long after he came to see 
his mother. He said to her — " My friend, 
yonr little George is a etnart hoy, and if he 
is. properly trained he'll make a great man 
fiOTne day. If you will allow me, I shall be 
glad to educate him, and give him a good 
start in the world," 

The mother thanked the gentleman for his 
kindness, and let him take charge of her son. 
And George rose from the ears of that calf 
to the highest rank as a lawyer ; he was sent to 
the Legislature ; then to Congress ; and finally 
he became the Governor of the State. This 
was George McDuiiie, 'he Governor of South 
Caiolina. George's polite how made hia for- 
tune. 

Let me tell yon another story that relates 
to a gentleman in this city. It shows how 
;rauch good we may do to ourselves, by bt> 
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law gentle, and pleasant in our manners. 
AnH if we leam of JeBus to be meek we 
shall always be gentle and pleasant. 

Some years ago two gentlemen, — one of 
whom was a foreigner, — visited the different 
locomotive workshops in this city. They 
iirst went to that large one out Broad Street. 
Tliey asked permission to go through tlie 
establishment, and see all tlie different parrs 
of it. But they were not kindly reckuved : 
no pains were taken to give thetn the in- 
formation which they wanted, and they left 
the place disappointed. They went, to seve- 
ral other large establishments, and were treat- 
ed in the same way. At last tliey were led 
to a machine shop, on a mnch smaller scale. 
The owner of this factory supeiintemled it 
himself. He was a very skilful mechanic. 
He was a man of very kind, gentle manners. 
He received tiie gentlemen very pleasantly. 
He took the greatest pains to show rliem all 
about his workshops, and explained every- 
thing to them that they wanted to know. 
And when they went away they were liilly 
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satisfied not only that he was a verjobIigin», 
geiitleiiiiiiily man, bnt also that he was a 
most excellent workman, and understood his 
bueme^a thoronghJy, 

Well, not very lonij; after this, that man 
was surprised to receive an invitation from 
Nicholas, the Emperor of Eussia, to go to St. 
Petersburgh, the capital of his empire. It 
seemed that the emporor was anxious to in- 
troduce railways and hicomotives into Rn-!- 
sia. He wished to get a tirst-rate machinist 
to make locomotives for him. So he sent an 
agent to this country to find out one of tlie 
best raitkers of locomotives. One of those 
two gentlemen was the enijicror's «gent. He 
came to this city to examine our workshops. 
He made clxiice of a Philadelphia mechanic 
to recommend to the emperor. He invited 
liim to move his factory to St. Petersbuigh, 
He did so. He remained there a number of 
years, building locomotives for the emperor. 
Tlien he returned home. He is living in 
this city now, one of our richest men. But 
he owes it all to the kindness and gentle- 
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nesH with wMcli he received those two 
strangers, 

"Auntj," sdd a little girl, "I believe I 
have found a new bey to unlock people's 
hearts, and make them willing to do what I 
apk ; for you know, Aunty, Gnd took away 
my farlier and mother, and they want people 
to be kind to their poor little daughter." 

" What ia the key," asked her Annty. 

"It's only one iittle word—gness what?" 
But Annty was no gneeser. 

" It hplease,'" paid the child ; " Annty, it 
is please. If I ask one of the big girls at 
school, ' Please show me my parsing leawii ?' 
she says, ' 0, yes,' and helps me. If I Msb, 
'Sarah, please do this for me?' no matter 
what it is, she tabes her hands out of the 
suds, and does it. If I say, ' Ple^ise, Uncle, 
do this for me,' he says, ' Yes, Pussy, if I can.' 
And if I say, 'Please, Aun'y — ' 

"Well, what does Aunty do?" asked 
Aunty herself. " Oh, you look and smile 
just like Mother, and that is t!ie best of all," 
8aid the little girl, throwing her arms round 
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her Aunty's neck, while a tear filled her 
eye. 

Now that gentle hearted little girl was 
finding, in lier every-day life, the nieaiiing of 
Our Savioui''8 words when; he said, " Blessed 
are tliemeek." She found that blessing m 
the gooii that her meekness did to lierselll 

Ami that new key which she used, is one 
which grown people may use as well as 
children. Everybody has heard of the Duke 
of Wellington, He was the greatest soldier 
England has had in this century. He whip- 
ped tile great Napoleon Bonaparte at the 
battle of Waterloo. When this great war- 
rior had done fighting, and had retired to 
private life, he was as meek and gentle as a 
little child. He wsis very fond of using this 
little girl's new key. He always said, " If 
yon please," when he asked for anything. 
He had been accustomed to command large 
armies, and to give orders that no one dared 
to disi'bey, and yet " If you please," was con- 
stantly on his lips. It is said they wure the 
last words he ever spoke. There the great 
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warrior, the " iron diike," as he was called, 
is on his death bed. A faithful servant is at- 
tending liim. He thinks the Duke is thirsty. 
He pours out a little tea in a saucer and asks 
him if he will have a drhiJi. "Tee, if you 
•please." He never epoke again. AJl about 
■him loved him because he was so meek and 
■gentle. "Blessed are the meek." The sec- 
ond way in which lueeknesB is a blessing is, 
hj doing good to ourselves. 



The third, way in which it i 

BY DOING GOOD TO OTHERS, 

This is one of the ways of doing good 
which we can all practice. There are some 
ways of doing good that only rich people can 
practice. But we can't all be rich, and so 
we can't all do good in those ways. There 
are other ways of doing good that only great 
people can practice. But we can't all be 
great, and therefore we caJi't all do good in 
those ways. But we can all tcy to be meek 
and gentle, kind and loving in what we say 
and d > ; and so this is a Wity in which we can 
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all be enga,q;el in doing good. And it is ono 
of the beat ways of doing good. 

See, there is a poor sick and wounded sol- 
dier. He lias been taken from tbe battle- 
field, and pnt into an ambulance to be carried 
to the hospital. But that hospital is a good 
way off, and it will take him a good while to 
reach it. As soon as the ambulance begins 
to move, it is found that the wheels are dry, 
and every time they move round they make 
a terrible crenking, grinding noise. The 
epringa are broken under it, too, and it goes 
jolting and jarring over the rough roads. 
Ah I how the harsh noise of the creaking 
wheels distreasos the acliing head of that 
poor soldier ! And what terrible pain the 
jolting causes to his wonnded limb ! But 
presently some kind agent of the Cliristian or 
Sanitary Commission comes along. He puts 
some grease on the wheels of the ambulance, 
and that stops their creaking. He has the 
broken springs taken off, and new ones put in 
their place, and now tlie poor soldier goes 
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eoftly along, with no noise, and no jolting to 
trouble him. 

And this is just the way in which a meek 
or gentle spirit is trying to do good to otiieis 
all the time. It is always trying to stop the 
creaking and jolting that worry peo|>le aa 
they are journeying on tlirough this world. 

Let me show j-on how much good was once 
done by a meek man to a pei-sou who was 
very angry with him. 

This persoii had a very violent temper. 
He had a diapate with an acquaintance of his 
who was a pioi'e sor of religion, and who had 
done him an injury. He waa vejy angry 
with this Christian man, and went to see him 
for the pmpose of baring a quarrel with liim. 
"When he yot to liis house, lie said, in a very 
angry way, '* Sir, I've come to tell yon that 
you have injnred me very much by what jou 
did the other day." 

He was just going to begin to scold and 
abuse him ; but the Christian m;in headed 
him off by sayhig, "My friend, it was very 
wrong in me to do so. I am truly sorry for 
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it. I ask your forgiveness, and I will gl;idly 
do anything in rny power to make amends 
for tlie injury I have done." 

But this was what the angry man did not 
expect. He was not prepared for it. It 
took him, as the sailors say, " all aback." 
ne was ohliged to say that ho was satisfied, 
and go away feeling vexed and mortiiied that 
he had not had an oppi-itimity to tay all the 
angry and bitter things that he had gone 
there to say. 

On his way home, however, he began to 
talk to hiin-elf in this way ; " What a strange 
man this is I I didn't expact he would acl; 
BO. I thought ho'd say something sharp to 
me, and then I'd have a chance to give 
him a regular blowing np. If any body had 
Bpoken to me as I spoke to him, I shonid 
have been dreadful angry. If it's liis religion 
that does this tor him, it certainly make?* him 
a mnch better man than I am. There must 
be Bometliing in religion. I'd better look in- 
to it." 

He did look into it. The result was that 
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he soon became a ChriBMan liiiriBelf. And it 
■was the meekness and gentleness of that 
Christian friend that led to this happy 
change. Jesus said — " Blessed are tlie 
meeltl" And here, in the good they do 
to others, we see how it is that the meek are 
blessed. 

Now let me tell jou how !<indnesa changed 
the whole character of a bad Ijoy. Miss 
Mason was a yonng lady who lived in Con- 
necticut. Her father died, and she was 
obliged to do something for her own living. 
She had been educated for a teacher. There 
was a school at Westhrook, not far from where 
she lived, without a teaohcr, S!ie applied for 
the situation and got it. But she had never 
taught before, and she felt very awkward and 
timid in taking charge of a large school. 
There were a number of big boys in the 
echool. One of them, Joe Stanton, was the 
worst boy in the neighborhood. He was ;t 
poor orphan boy, nido and neglected, and 
the ringleader of the other boys in all mis- 
chief. The flrat day that Miss Mason took 
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charge of the achwl, he gave her more trou- 
ble than all the other boys put togetlier. He 
didn't mind what she said. He was setting 
ail example of disobedience to the wliole 
school, and playing all sorts of tricks. Pour 
Mies Mason 1 she was very much discour- 
aged, and didn't know what to do. Joe 
Stanton was too big a boy for her to under- 
take to punish, and yet she felt she never 
could get on unless something was done to 
make him behave better. She resolved to 
try the effect of khidness on him. So, at the 
close of the afternoon, she asked him, very 
pleasantly, to stay after tlie school was dis- 
missed, and help her ehat up tlie school. lie 
said he would. The shutters were closed, 
and the door locked, and as she turned to go 
hon.e, Joe walked along with her. As they 
went on. Miss Mason said ; — 

" Have you any sister, Joseph?" This 
touched the only tender spot in his rough 
heart. 

" 1 had one once," he said ; " little Mary ; 
she was my only sister. I used to take care 
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of lier, and play witL her, and carry lier out 
of doors, and draw lier iii the waj^on I made 
for her ; and slie loved ine more than any one 
else did, and always used to mn to the door 
and meet me when I came home. But she's 
dead, and nnbody cares for me now. She 
had a fever, and didn't know me when I 
spoke to her, and in just a week she died. 
Her grave is light over there, and perhaps 
you'd like to see it some time ?" 

"Yes, JoeQi)h, let's walk over there now," 
said the teacher. They went slowly along, 
still talking about little Mary. Thuy reached 
the grave, and sat down on a stone near it, 
Joe liad been wiping away the tears as they 
trickled down his cheeks, one by one. Hut 
now tlie fountain of his grief was broken up, 
and he could control himself no longer. He 
covered his face with his hands, as he sobbed 
and wept aloud. 

" Oh I she's dead ! she's deadl" he cried; 
and nobody cares for me now." 

" Yes, Joseph, I'll care care for you," said 
tlie teacher, as she laid her hand gently on 
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hiB uncovered head. Then she spnke to !iiin 
of Jesns, who is the friend of the fatherless, 
and of that hlessed huaveii, to which He w II 
take those who love Hiin, and where they 
will meet their friends again. And then she 
told him of her own sorrow, — of tlie loss of 
her father, — how lonely she felt in the world, 
—how she had to work for her living now, — 
and how hard it seemed to her to manago 
that large school of hig boys. Then Joa 
started to his feet, and said, eagerly, 

" But ni help ye, Miss Mason. I'll do 
any thing I can to lielp ye." And then, like 
a gleam of sunshini' amidst April showers, 
the old rognish twinkle came into his eye, as 
he added— "I gness the rest of the hoya 
won't trouble yon much. Tliey'll do prefty 
mnch as I want 'em to!" And so it was. 
Joe helped Miss Mason, and she had no more 
trouble in nianairinii the schooL She had won 
Joe's cnnfldeiice and affection by her kind- 
ness, and he became the best boy in the 
school. 

"B!e.-i8ed are the meek." Tliere are three 
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ways in which meekiieas is a blessing. The 
first is, hy saving us from trouble. The sec- 
ond is, hy doing good to ourselves. The third 
is, hy doing good to others. 

And if you wieh to be really meek, and 
have the islesaing that Jesus here speaks of, 
you must become ChristiaiiB. You must 
learn to love Jesus, and be like Him. Some- 
times we see persons who call themselves 
Ciiriatians, and are members of the Clmrch, 
who yet allow themselves to get angry, and 
give way to very bad tempers whenever 
anything is said to them which they don't 
like. What sliall we say of snch persons ? 
There is only one thinf^ to eay of them. 
Thep lire not Christians ! The Bible saySj 
'*Ifany man have not the spirit of Christ, 
he is none of His." If we indnl!.'e in had 
tempera, and allow ourselves to get angry, 
don't let as say that we don't mHan any harm 
by it ; and that isn't very wrong. It is very 
wrong. It is dreadfully wicked. It shows 
that we are not Christians, and that we are 
not tit to go to heaven. We should be very 
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sorry for these sinful tempers. We should 
ask Jesus to forgive ua, to take away all 
angry feelings fi'om us, and make ua meek 
and gentle aa He is. Then we shall know 
what He meant when He said, — " Blessed 
are the meek" 
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i ^Itssthfss ijf €itlmtiRg fmptation. 

"Blessed is the man that endnceth templotion." 

jAHBa i. IS. 
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" Blessed is the man that eudoreth temptation," Jas i. 13. 

One of the meanings of the word " tempt- 
ation" is trial. And the word "endure" 
means to bear. And if we pnt these two 
woi'dd in the place of those used in the text, 
then it will read in this way : — " Blessed is 
the man that beareth trial," We all liave a 
great many trials, or temptations to bear, 
here in this world. Our life is made up of 
trials. As soon as we can tell our right hand 
fi-om the left ; — as soon as we know right 
from wrong, we are put on trial. And we 
are Tispt on trial, as long as we live in this 
world. "Wiien Adam and Eve were placed 
in tlie garden of Eden they were put on trial. 
There was only one law that they bad to 
keep. That was the law, or command, not 
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to eat of the tree of knowledge. That law 
was given them to try them. If they had 
kept it, they would have borne the trial, or 
endured the temptation appointed for them 
there, and then they would have been bless- 
ed. But they did not bear that trial; they 
did not keep God's law. They ate of the 
tree of which God said they should not eat ; 
and then they were thrust out of the garden. 

And, in the same way, God's eomraand- 
ments are the things by which we are tried. 
God commands us to honor and obey onr pa- 
rents. He commands us to keep tlie Sab- 
bath day holy ; not to swear, or steal, or tell 
lies. And every day of our lives we are put 
on trial to see if we will keep them. 

And so when we read in the Bible tliat God 
commands us to repent, and believe in Jesus, 
and love and serve Him, we are put on trial 
by these commands. If we do repent and 
beheve, and give our hearts to Jesus, then 
we bear this trial, and are blessed. If we 
neglect this, then we do not endure this trial, 
and we are not blessed 
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When yoa go to Sunday School the laws 
of the School put yoa on trial. Now suppoio 
that one of those laws is that "no scholar 
shall tfilk to another during the lessons." 
Another is that " no scholar shall go out of 
school during the exercises without the leave 
of the Superintendent." And snppose that 
the scholar "sitting next you asks you to get 
up, and go out with him, without asking 
leave. Tlien that is a trial, or temptation to 
you. If you get up, and go out, you do not 
endure the temptation, or hear the trial. But 
if you keep your seat, and refuse to ta!k 
with your neighbor, then you do endure the 
temptation ; you hear the trial, and ihat will 
bring a blessing to you. 

When our text says — " Blessed is the man 
that endureth temptation," it doesn't mean 
that it is a blessed thing to be tempted to do 
what is wrong. But, it means that when we 
are tempted to do what is wronjf, it is a 
blessed thing to resist the temptation, and 
not give way to it. 

Now I wish to shMW you tliat there are 
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three things we can gain by resisting tempt- 
ation, or bearing trial ; and eacli of these 
will be a blessing to us. " Blessed is the 
man that eudureth temptation." 

TKe first thing we gaiaihy enduring temptr-. 
ation, or bearing trial, is — stkknqth. 

If you want your body to grow healthy 
and strong, yon must spend a good deal of 
time out in the open air, walking, or work- 
ing, or taking exercise there. But if, instead 
of doing this, you remain shut up in the 
house all the time, sitting still, or lying 
down, you may li/oe, but you will always be 
weak, and sickly, and good for nothing. 

You know how it would be witli two young 
plants or trees. Suppose that one of these trees 
is left in charge of a man who doesn't under- 
stand tlie best way of managing young trees. 
He is afraid of letting it be exposed to the 
cold, or to the wind. He plants it iu a cor- 
ner of his cellar. There he thinks it wiH be 
sheltered from the heat of the sun in summer 
and from tlie frosts and storiuB of wiuter. 
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Well, that is true. But what will be the 
result upon the tree ! Perhaps it won't die. 
It may live. But its leaves will have a pale, 
sickly, yellow color. It will shoot out long, 
straggling branches, without any streugth or 
vigor. It will never be good for anything. 

But the othei- tree is treated very differ- 
ently. It belongs to a person who knows all 
about trees. It is planted out in a garden, 
on the side of a hill. Tlie rain comes down 
on it. The dew falls gently on it. The sun 
shines brightly on it. The winds sweep by it. 
The storms rock it and beud it. Yet it 
grows. It shoots out great branches that are 
healthy and strong. Tlie more it is rocked 
and shaken, the deeper it sends its roots into 
the soil, and the stronger it becomes. The 
winds and storms that rock that tree are like 
the temptations or trials that we have to 
meet. And when the tree stands up against 
the wind and resists it, it is just like what 
we are duing wlien we endure our tempta- 
tions, or bear our trials manfuUj. The rock- 
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ing of the wind is a blessing to the tree, be- 
cause it helps to make it Etronger. 

And just in the same way it is a blessing 
to us when we endure temptation, because it 
helps to make us strong to do what ia good, 
and to resist what is evil. 

Now I want to tell you about two boys. 
They were treated just as differently as the 
two trees that I have spoken of. One of 
these boys was named Charles Brown. Hia 
parents were very rich, but not very wise. 
Charles was their only child. They resolved 
to take such care of him that, if they could 
help it, he never should have anything to 
trouble, or worry him. When he was a ba- 
by they never would let the nurse caiTy him 
out unless he was covered up, face and all, to 
keep the cold air from striking him. Tliey 
fed him with sop and pap till he was quite a 
good-sized boy, lest anything as hard as 
bread i-hould hurt his dear httle teeth and 
gnms. He never was washed in cold water, 
because it might make him cry. He was 
never allowed to play with other boys, be- 
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eaiise they were so rough that they might 
hurt himr His parents never let him run, 
lest he should fall They never allowed him 
to go into the street alone, even when he was 
a big boy, lest be should be knocked down, 
or run over. They wouldn't let him go to 
school at all, for fear of anything happening 
to him. Hie mother always warmed his bed 
at nigbt, and had him covered all up in flan- 
nel, lest the slieets of the bed should feel 
cold to him. He always had his breakfast 
taken to him in bed before he got up in tlie 
morning. He wasn't allowed to wash and 
dress himself till lie was eighteen years old, 
for fear he should put his hands in water that 
was too cold, or should fatigue himself with 
too much exertion. Ho-w you can think what 
a namby-pamby, miserable sort of a fellow 
Charlie Brown was. He was as pale as a 
sheet ; as thin us a shadow ; as weak as an 
infant; as ignoi'ant-as a jackass ; and good 
for just nothing at all. He never bore any 
trial. He never " endured any temptation." 
He never was blessed with any strength. 
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Before he waa of age, he took sick and died 
of mere weakness. It might have been 
written on his tombstone that he was killed 
hy kindness. This was one boy. 

Tbe other boy was very different from this. 
His name was Abraham, Lincoln. He was 
born in Kentucky. His parents were poor. 
Wliile be was quite young they moved to 
Indiana, and then to Illinois. They couldn't 
afford to send him to school He had to 
work bard, as soon as he was able. He helped 
his father to build tlie log house in which 
tliey lived. He split the rails to make the 
fences round his father's farm. He traded 
on a flat-boat down the Mississippi. This 
was hard work to do, and in doing it he bad 
to be thrown into company with a good ma^ 
ny bad men and boys. He had many trials 
to bear, and he bore them well. He had 
many temptations to endure. He was tempt- 
ed to learn to drink, to swear, to break the 
Sabbath, and do other wicked things. But 
he resisted tliese temptations. He never 
yielded to them. He was always lioneat, and 
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trnthfol, and sober. He tried to make tip 
for the want of schooling by studying all he 
could. In this way he managed to pick up 
a trwod deal of knowledge and learning. He 
read his Bible. He feared God, and jirayed 
for His help. He became a lawyer. He was 
an h&nest lawyer. He held on to what be 
knew to be right. He was sent to the legis- 
lature. Thus he grew strong. He was strong 
in body, and strong in mind, and strong in 
soul. He was strong to endure temptation, 
strong to resist evil, and to do right. He was 
sent to Congress, and at last he was elected 
President of the United States, During four 
years of the moat dreadful civil war the world 
has ever known, he tilled that important post. 
The duties of that office were more difficult 
while Mr. Lincoln was President than ever 
they had been before. His position was one 
of the hardest and most trying that anybody 
in the world ever had to occupy. Yet he 
never failed, or fainted. He had become so 
strong by bearing trials, that he was aMe to 
stand up, like a giant, under the heaviest 
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burden that ever a man had to carry. He 
bore the burden well. The ancients used to 
think that there was a very strong man 
named AUs^, and that he carried the world 
on hia shoulders. For four years Mr. Lincoln 
was the Atlaa of this country. He carried the 
government on his shoulders. And the trials 
he had passed throngh made him strong to 
bear that heavy burden. " Blessed is the 
man that endureth temptation." The first 
thing we gain by enduring temptation, or 
bearing trial, is s^ength. And this is a 



The second thing that we gain ly enduring 
temptation, or learing trial, i«— worth. 

And this is a blessing too. You know very 
well that a thing which has been tried, or 
proved, is much more valuable than one that 
has never been tried. Here, for instance, 
are two canes. One is a very beautiful look- 
ing cane. It has a gold head. It is very 
smooth, and highly polislied. The wood is 
Lard and heavy. It is what is called iron 
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wood. ITiis cane was made from a war club 
■brought to England in the missionary ship 
" John Williams," from the island of Fat6, 
in the Paeilic Ocean, That war club was 
sent to me by Captain Morgan, who tbrmerlj 
commanded that ship. The yonng men of my 
Bible class had it turned into this beautiful 
cane forme. I thint a great deal of this cane. 
But I have never tried it. If I should be attack- 
ed byasavage dog, and wanted to hit him ahea- 
vy blow,I don't know whether the cane woidd 
break or not. I should be al'raid to trust it. 
But here is another cane. This is a 
very plain looking one. It is made of a sort 
of cane that grows in the East Indies. It 
has an ivory handle, and looks like a 
sword cane, but it isn't, I have tried this 
cane, and know I can depend upon it. In 
traveling through the Isle of Wight, some 
years ago, I was sitting l>y the driver, on the 
top of the stage, with this cane in my hand. 
It slipped from me, and fell down between 
the spokes of the wlieel and the body of the 
stage. This made it bend right short off, just 
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as your arm bends at tlie elbow, I saw it 
fall to the grouud, and lie there, bent almost 
at a right angle, I said to myself, " My poor 
cane is ruined." I asked the driver to stop 
wliile I got down to pick up my cane. I 
picked it up, I bent it across my knee. It 
straightened right out at once. It wasn't 
broken. Not a fibre of the wood was started. 
It was as good as ever. Nay, it was a great 
deal better than ever. It had been tried, 
and proved to be a tough, strong cane. That 
trial had made it more valuable. It bad given 
it worth. And now if I had to choose be- 
tween these two caires, in preparing to de- 
fend myself against a fierce dog, I should 
take the plain one. If I wanted to make a 
show, and look fine, of course I shonld take 
this handsome, gold-headed cane. But, if I 
wanted something that I could depend upon 
in time of danger, I should take the one that 
had been tried. 

When they were recruiting soldiers during 
the late war, they alwrys offered a great 
deal more money to one who had already 
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been a year or two in tlie service, boeauae 
113 had gut iiaed to it. He had been tried ; 
and the trial. through ■which he had passed 
iriade liini more valuable than a raw recruit. 
It gave him woi"th. 

Perha|ia nothing will illustrate the benefit 
or blessedneas of bearing tria!, better than 
the change of valne that takes place in a 
piece of iron when it is made into steel. Sup- 
pose we have here say an ounce of common 
iron. This would be woi^th not more than a 
penny. Well, suppose now that onr ounce 
of iron has been changed into an ounce of 
the finest steel. This would be done, accord- 
ing to the old way of making steel, by put- 
ting it in a very hot fire, and then pounding 
it with heavy hammers. And to the iron 
this would be just the same tiling that bear- 
ing trials is to us. The Bible compares trial 
to a furnace, in which we are put, or to a rod 
or hammer, with which we are beaten. It is 
a blessing to the iron to be put into the fire, 
and beatan with the hammer, because tliat 
turns it into steel, and so increases its value. 
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Ami it is a blessing to us when we bear trials 
well, because it helps to inake us better peo- 
ple. It increaees onr worth. When an ounce 
of iron is turned into fine steel it is worth 
more than gold. An ounce of fine gold is 
worth about twenty-four dollars. An ounce 
of the finest steel can be made into the fine 
hair-like springs that are used in watches. 
One ounce of steel would make more than 
three thousand of those springs, and these 
would sell for about two dollars and a half 
each. This would make that ounce of steel 
worth seven thousand five hundred dollars. 
And so it was a blessed tiling for that piece 
of iron that it was put in the fire and pound- 
ed with the hammer, for that increased its 
value seven hundred and fifty iho'&scmd 
times. 

There was an old man who lived in a little 
country village. Everybody culled him "Old 
Willie." He didn't swear, or get drunk. He 
was not an angry nor dishonest man. The 
great temptation he had and which he never 
resisted, was to be las//. He loved every 
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tiling better than work. He was not very 
poor, for he had a nice cottage, with a garden 
and cornfield, and a meadow for the cow. 
But he never eould be persuaded really to 
work at anything. He would spend half a 
day in mending a child's plaything, or get- 
ting a boy's skates ready ; and he would sit 
the whole day on a bench before the viUiige 
shop, nodding or smoking, or talking with 
anybody who was willing to spend an idle 
hour. 

The great complaint of " Old "Willie " was 
that he " never had any Inek in anything." 
Hie hard-working neighbors were alvvaya 
"lucky," but he never was. Everything 
went against him. If he planted a strip of 
corn, the fences not being in good condition, 
some strolling cow would get in, and in one 
night spoil it all. Then he would say lie was 
" unlucky " with his com. If he had a cow 
of his own, she was snre to dry up very soon, 
for want of proper food and eare, and then lie 
" was unlncky with his cow." If he got a 
pig, it would squeal all day for something to 
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eat ; and at night it would get out and rnn 
away. He would have great trouble in bunt- 
ing it up, and tbcn he " was unlucky with 
his pig." If there came a rain storm, be was 
so unlucky as to h:ive a house that was al- 
ways leaking for want of a little work upon 
it. His kind, patient wife bad caogbt a bad 
cold in tbe leaky house, and was laid up a 
great part of tbe time with rbenmatism, and 
he was very nnlncky in tbis. And often when 
he had spent tbe week in idleness, be would 
spend the Sunday in fishing, in the great 
pond near the village, so as to get something 
fw bis family to eat. 

But there was one treasure " Old Willie" 
bad which he loved better than any thing 
else in tbe world. This was a beautiful little 
daughter, about ten years old. One summer 
a Sunday School was started some distance 
from the village. Mary wanted very much to 
go to it. Her father wouldn't let her go 
alone, so be used to take her to the st-hool. 
When he left her at the door he would 
lounge about tbe neighborhood smoking, till 



.tec bv Google 



ENDOEINQ TEMPTATION. 295 

the school was out, and then he would take 
Hary home again. One day he went and 
stood under tSie window to listen to tlie 
children singing. 

Tlie Superintendent saw him, and kindly 
invited him in. He went in, and alter that 
he would often take a seat near the door and 
listen to what was said. This set him to 
thinkinir, and sometimes great tears would 
roll down his cheeks. Little Mary had 
learned to love Jesus, and to pray to Him. 

One night " Old Willie " lieard lier praying 
for her " dear father." This was too much 
for him. He began to think it was time for 
him to pray for himself. He did so. He 
Boon became a Christian, and then, O, what 
a cliange took place 1 He resolved to give 
way to laziness no longer. He resisted this 
temptation. He turned over a new leaf. He 
heeame an industrious, hard-working man. 
And then how soon everything about him 
improved 1 What he used to call his " bad 
luck," aU disappeared. He left off wasting 
his time on the bench before the village shop, 
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and spent it in working. He stopped fishing 
on Sunday. His huose was mended ; liia 
com grew and flouriBhed ; liia cow became a 
difi'ereiit creature ; liis pig stopped squealing, 
and his wife got better. "Old things passed 
away, and all things became new" with him. 
He learned to resist the great teniplation 
which had overcfimn him, and he found him- 
self blessed in doin_^ it. He became a better 
man — ten times more valnable than he had 
been before. The second thing we gain by 
enduring temptation la worth. 

The thvrd thmg we gain hy it is honor. 

God has pnt some things together in such 
a way that we never can separate them. If 
you go and stand in the sun, will your body 
cast a shadow on the ground ? Yes. Can 
you possibly stand in the sun without cast- 
ing a shadow somewhere? Ko. If yon fire 
off a gnn, will it make a noise ? Yes. Can 
you fire off a gun without its making a noise? 
No. If you put your finger in the fire, will 
it hart you ! Yes. Can you put your finger 
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in the fire without its hurting you ? No. 
And the reason is, tii-At Grod lias bound tiiese 
things togetlier so that nobody can separate 
them. And just in the same way Grod has 
connected lionor with resisting temptation ; 
and siianie or dishonor with not resisting it. 
And nobody can separate tiiese things. 

I wish to give yon some illustrations to 
show you th it this is always so. If we endure 
or resist temptation, we shall be blessed by 
bringing honor on ourselves. If we give way 
to temptation we shall be punished by bring- 
ing shame or dishonor on ourselves, I have 
one illnstration about two angels, one about 
two men, and one about a boy. 

The first illustriition is about two angels. 
More than six thousand years ago, before our 
world was made, there were two angels in 
heaven. The name of one was Lucifer, the 
name of the other was Gabriel. God made 
them both holy and good. But they were 
botli tempted to rebel against the govern- 
ment of God. Lueifer did not resist the 
temptation. He yielded to it. He got a 
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good many other angels to unite with him. 
They wanted to eet up a government of their 
own, independent of God. They were all 
driven oat of heaven, and thrust down to hell, 
Tiiere, Lucifer, who is the Devil, or Satan, 
has been their leader ever since in all kinds 
of wickedness. He has never had a moment 
of peace or happiness ever since then. He 
is the tempter of men. He is a liar, and a 
murderer. He is " the wicked on ■." Kvery 
body despises dim. AU evil is traced up to 
him. The det-'pest shame — tlie darkest dis- 
honor, are his now, and will be heaped on 
his head forever. He will be shut up in the 
bottomless pit, with swearers, and liai-s, and 
thieves, and murderers, and all the worst sort 
of people forever. He did not resist tempta- 
tion, and this shamo and disltonor are the re- 
sult of it. 

But look at Gabriel on the other hand. He 
endured, or resisted temptation. Ue would 
not join in the rebellion against God. And 
what was the consecjuenee ? He remained 
in heaven. He " kept his iii-st estate." He 
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continued holy, and good, and happy. He 
" stands in the presence of God." He is en- 
gaged in doing good. We read in the Bible 
how God sent him once with a message to 
Daniel the prophet. Dan. ix. 21, 22. About 
five hundred years after, he was sent again to 
tell of the birth of John the Baptist, and of 
oiir Saviour. Luke i. 19, 26. And he is, no 
doubt, employed in the same way still. To 
stand in God's pr^ence, and serve him, is the 
highest honor that an angel can have in 
heaven. Gabriel has this honor. And thus 
he was blessed for enduring temptation. He 
gained honor by it. This is the illustration 
about two angels. 

We next take an illustration from two men. 
These men were both connected with the 
American Revolution. The name of one of 
them was Benedict Arnold. He was a gen- 
eral in the American army at that time. He 
was a very brave soldier, but not (t good man. 
He was put on trial for bad conduct. It was 
proved that he had acted in a way that was 
very wrong for an of&cer in the army. And 
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ii was ordered by Congress that he should be 
reproved for his conduct by the commauder- 
in-chief. General Washington made the re- 
proof as geutle as possible, on account of his 
having been such a'good soldier. But Arnold 
could not bear this. It made him very angry. 
Instead of confessing his faults, and trying 
to do better, he made up his mind to revenge 
himself at once on Washington, on Congress, 
and on his country. 

Through the kmdness of General Washing- 
ton, be was appointed . to the command of 
West Point, on the North River. This was 
one of the strongest and most important for- 
tresses held by the American army. Arnold 
knew that the loss of that fortress would be 
one of the heaviest blows that could fall on 
his struggling country. Tet he baseli/ re- 
solved to betray WeM Point into the hands of 
the enemy. He wrote to Sir Henry Clinton, 
the commander of the British army, to know 
what they would give him if he should deliver 
up that place to them, with all the soldiers, 
the arms, and ammunition that were in it. 
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Of course the English general was glad 
enough to gel such an offer. It was agreed 
between them that Arnold should have the 
same rank in the English army that he held 
in the American. And besides that, he was 
to get thirty thousand pounds sterling, or 
about a hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
to reward him for his ti-eachery. But just 
wlien he was on the point of finishing the 
bargain, add of delivering that important 
post orer to the British, the plot was found 
out. He was obliged to flee for his life. He 
managed to escape, and get over to the Eng- 
lish army. But though he saved his life, he 
lost the reward he expected to get. And 
what was more than that, he lost his charac- 
ter. Every honorable officer and soldier in 
the English army despised Mm. Like Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed his Master, Benedict 
Arnold betrayed his country. He became a 
traitiyr ! That is one of the most shameful 
things that can be said of a man. Arnold's 
name is covered with the blackest disgrace. 
As long as tlie world wtands, that disgrace 
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will last. Trial was laid upon him, but he 
could not bear it. The result has been 
shame and dishouor. 

The other person I refer to, and whom I 
would put by the side of Arnold, as showing 
the honor that resulfe from bearing trial, or 
enduring temptation, is George Washington. 
He was as brave a soldier as Arnold, and a 
much better man. God raised him up to be 
the father of his people — the saviour of liis 
country. He liad many trials to bear — much 
heavier than those that were laid ou Arnold, 
but Washington bore his trials nobly. The 
people often found fault with him for what he 
did ; but he never got angry, or thought for 
a moment of revenging liimself on them, as 
Arnold had done. Some of his own officers 
formed a wicked plot against him, to have 
him put out of his high office. He found out 
that plot. But it had no other effect on him 
tlian to make him try to do his duty, and 
to serve life country better than ever. He 
endured every temptation, he bore every 
trial well. And what is the result? Tho 
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name of Washinglon has been covered with 
glory to the ends of the world. He has gain- 
ed the greatest honor by enduring tempta- 
tion. Benedict Arnold the traitor — and 
George Washington the patriot — what a 
contrast between them ! In that contrast how 
ciearly we see the blessedneas of enduring 
temptation ! 

But now for the illastration about the boy. 
It is a story that may be called " The Gold 
Medal ; or, The Brave Boy Rewarded," It's 
a little long, but it's so good that I think you 
won't mind that. 

There was an academy in a country village 
in England. Among the scholars was one 
named James Hartley, and another, Edward 
JemBon. Hartley was a new scholar. His 
parents were honest, respectable people, but 
not very rich. He was a bright, manly boy. 
Most of tlie other boys were the sons of 
wealthy parents. One morning, as a com- 
pany of them were going to school, they saw 
Hartley coming along the lane, driving a cow 
to a field a little 'leyond the school. "Hal- 
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loo I Hartley," said Jemson— " wliat's the 
price of milk !" " What do yoa fodder on, 
Jim V asked anotlier. " Well done, lioys," 
said a third. " If jon want to see tlie latest 
Paris style, look at those boots I" 

Hartley waved his hand and smiled pleas- 
antly as lie passed, without saying a word. 
He drove the cow to the field, took down the 
bars, put her safely in, put up the hars, and 
then went into school with the re-t. At the 
close of the afternoon, he let the cow out, and 
drove her off, m.ne of the boys knew where. 
He did this every day for two or three 
weeks. It c^msed a great wondering among 
the boys. They knew that Hartley's father 
didn't keep a cow, and as James didn't 
choose to espbiin why he did this, they 
couldn't tell what to make of it. Most of 
the boys wure of that fooiisli class who look 
upon any honest labor as a sort of disgj-ac ■. 
And so they made all sorts of fun aliont 
Hartley and hie cow. 

" Well, Jim, how's the 'ke-ow' today!" 
was a question oi^.en asked him. 
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*' I snppose, Hartley," eaid Jemaon to him 
one day, " I suppose your daddy means to 
make a milkman of you !" 

" Why not V asked Hartley. 

" Oh, nothing ; only don't leave too much 
■water in the cans when you rinse them— 
that's all," said he. 

Then the boys hid a hearty laugh. Hartr 
ley never got angry. He bore it all with the 
gresitest fiood humor, and only said — " Never 
fear, boys ; if I ever alionld rise to be a milk- 
man, you may be sure of one thmg— I'll give 
good measure, and good milk." 

The day after this conversation there was a 
public exnmination in the Academy. A 
nnmber of ladies and gentlemen from the 
neighboring towns were present. After the 
examination, prizes were given to the best 
scholars, and Hartley and .Xemson, who were 
the smartest boys in the school, both received 
prizes. Afier these had been distributed, 
the principal of the school said there was one 
prize consisting of a gold medal, which was 
not often given, bec.iuso it was seldom that 
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any one was entitled to it. It was the prize 
not of scholarship, but of Heboism. The 
last bov who received it was young Manners, 
■who, three years ago, saved a blind girl from 
drowning at the risk of his own life. And 
now, with the permission of the company, I 
wish to relate a short story. 

Not long since, some of the scholars be- 
longing to this academy were flying a kite 
in an adjoining lane, just as a poor boy on 
lioi-seback rode by, on his way to the mil). 
The horse took fright and threw the boy off, 
injuring the boy so badly that he was carried 
home, and confined to hia bed for some 
weeks. None of tlie boys who had occasioned 
this misfortune went to inquire about the 
wounded boy. One scholar, however, not 
among the kits flyers, saw the accident. He 
went to inquire after the boy who was hurt, 
and ask if he could be of any help. , 

He soon fonnd that the woimded boy was 
the grandson of a poir widow, whose only 
support consisted in selling the milk of a 
very fine cow, of which she was the owner. 
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When she saw her poor boy brought in 
wounded, she said — " Oh, dear, what shall 
we do? for I am old and lame, and now there 
is no one to take care of the cow." 

"Never mind, good womiin," said the 
scholar, "I'll drive your cow tiJl your boy 
gets well again." 

" God bless yon, my good fellow," 8aid the 
old woman, while she wept the thanks she 
could not speak. But the scholar's kindness 
did not stop here. He found that money was 
wante I to buy medicine. 

" I have money that my mother gave me 
to buy a pair of boots with," said he, " but I 
can do without them for awhile." 

"Oh, no," said the old woman, "I can't 
consent to that : but here is a pair of henvy 
boots that I bought for Henry. He e^m't 
wear them now, and if yon would only hny 
them, giving what they cost, we could get on 
nicely." 

Tlie scholar bought the boots, clumsy aa 
they were, and has worn them up to this 
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"Well, wlien it was disovered hy flie other 
boys of the academy that our scholar was in 
the habit of driving a cow, they heaped al! 
sorts of ridicule upon him. They especially 
made fnn of his clamsy, cow-hide boots. But 
he kept cheerfully on, day after day, not fool- 
ishly trying to keep out of sight, but bravely 
doing his duty. The laughs, and jokes, and 
sneers of his companions were a tem|itation 
to him to give up. But he resisted this tempta- 
tion. He persevered in driving the cow, and 
wearing the thick boots, because he felt he 
was doing right. He wouldn't tell the boys 
why he was doing this, because that would 
look like praising himself. And he didn't 
mind the fun they made of him, because he 
knew it was a feeling of false pride which led 
them to think that it was a disgrace to be en- 
gaged in any honest employment. I only 
found it out by accident yesterday. 

" And now, ladies and gentlemen," said the 
teaciier, " I appeal to you, if there was not 
true heroism in tliis boy's conduct? N'ay, 
Master Hartley, don't creep out of sight be- 
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hiud the black-board I You were not afraid 
of ridicule, you mustn't be afraid of praise. 
Come out, Master Jamea Hartley, and let us 
see yonr honest face !" 

Hartley came out blushing like a rose, and 
the whole oompauy broke out into loud ap- 
plause of his noble conduct. The ladies stood 
upon the benches and waved their handker- 
chiefs. The old men wiped the tears from 
their eyes, while the young men clapped 
their hands, and gave three cheers for tlie 
hrave boy. Even the clumsy boots on Hart- 
ley's feot seemed like a brighter ornament 
than a crown could have been on his head. 
And then the teacher put the gold medal 
round Hartley's neck, to honor hitn for re- 
sisting temptation, and doing right. He was 
blessed in the honor that he gained, 

" Blessed is the man that endureth temp- 
tation." We have spoken of three things 
gained by enduring temptation, and which 
make up this blessing. What is the first? 
Strength. What is the second ! Worth. 
And what is the third % Honor, 
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Now, my dear young friends, don't forget 
that you have to meet trials and temptations 
every day you live, and in every place that 
you go to. You can't get away from tlietu 
while you are in this world. If yon only 
learn to resist them and get into tlie habit of 
doing this, then yon will be blessing yonr- 
8elv«s all the time. Every day you will be 
growing in strength, in worth, in honor. But 
ycu can't do this of yourself. You must pray 
for Jesus to help you. And if you only get 
His help, yon will be sure to succeed. He 
endured temptation Himself when He was 
on earth, and He knows how to help us. 
Tray earnestly and constantly to Him, and 
then you will be sure to get the blessing 
i to those who endure temptations. 
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